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COPIAGUE Connections

A GREAT PLACE TO LEARN

New 1:1 Initiative Supports
21ST-CENTURY LEARNERS
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Eighth grade math students at
Copiague Middle School are
using Edpuzzle. Students are
watching videos and TED Talks with
embedded questions and using their
Chromebooks to answer online. The
students receive immediate feedback
on their answers so they know if they
are understanding the concepts.




Copiague School District
Copiague, N.Y. 11726

Food service workers, the
Copiague community and
generous donations from
organizations such as Island
Harvest allowed for the
District to continue to feed
the community during the
pandemic.

The food service
department started a
grab-and-go program
that is still in place. Food
service workers helped
the community by making
meals every single day to
distribute at four different
locations throughout the
District. From March to June
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alone, they have served
close to 250,000 meals to
the community and more
than 350,000 to date since
the pandemic hit.

The Eagle’s Harvest food
pantry began last year,
facilitated by Walter G.
O’Connell Copiague High
School students and adviser
Jill Faber. Students would
help to make up bags of
food based on requests
from the social workers in
the District, and they would
deploy the food weekly to
families in need.

When the pandemic hit,
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the need for food in the
community became even
greater, and the District
and its volunteers stepped
up their efforts. “We
determined as a community
that we were going to need
to help feed our families
during this pandemic,” said
Michael Ferretti, Director
of Strategic Planning and
Safety, who stepped in
to help with the food
distribution in March. The
District planned for its lunch
spots to serve as its grocery
distribution areas. They
created anywhere from 150-
300 grocery bags weekly for
different locations in the
District each week.
Prepandemic, donations
for the Eagle’s Harvest
would be stocked from
food drives, staff and
community donations and
donations from Island
Harvest. “The Copiague
teachers and staff have
been incredibly generous
with their donations,” Mr.
Ferretti added.

The partnership with
Island Harvest has been
extremely beneficial

in helping to feed the
community consistently.

It provides a backpack
breakfast and lunch to go
home with students on the
weekend.

“We have been very
lucky to have had an
ongoing relationship
with Island Harvest,” said
Dr. Kathleen Bannon,
Superintendent of Schools.
The District recently has
been on the receiving end
of a grant Island Harvest
was given by the Town of
Babylon, which donates
boxes of complete meals
that the District has been
distributing twice a month
on Saturday mornings. For
Thanksgiving, the District
distributed 300 bags of
groceries, 350 produce
bags and 160 turkeys (40
from Island Harvest and120
thanks to donations to the
Eagle’s Harvest food pantry)
to the community.
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