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ADA and truancy can  
mask underlying  

attendance concerns

Average Daily Attendance
• Big picture measurement
• Used for funding
• May hide underlying attendance concerns

Truancy
• Unexcused absence only (3 days)

• School Attendance Review Team (SART)
• School Attendance Review Board (SARB) Process
• Legal consequences



Chronic Absence (CA) [EC §60901(c)(1)]
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• Legally defined by California
• All absence (excused & unexcused)
• State definition = 10%

Excused  
Absence

Unexcused
Absence

Suspension

Chronic  
Absence  

(CA)



Levels of Risk

> 95% Satisfactory  
Attendance

Missed less than 5% of instructional days

91-95% At Risk Missed 5-9% of instructional days

81-90% Chronic Absence Missed 10 % of instructional days

< 80% Severe

Chronic Absence

Missed 20% or more instructional days
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No attendance risks Small attendance risks Moderate attendance  
risks

High attendance risks

No risk Missed less than 5% of school in K & 1st

Small risk Missed 5-9% of days in both K & 1st

Moderate risk Missed 5-9% of days in 1 year & 10 % in 1 year

High risk Missed 10% or more in K & 1st

Source: Applied Survey Research & Attendance Works (April 2011)

Students who missed 10% in K & 1st grade  
are less likely to read proficiently by 3rd grade
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Oakland Unified School District SY 2006-2012, Analysis By Attendance Works

1 2 3

Years of Chronic Absence in Grades 1-5

Each year of chronic absence in elementary school is associated with a  
substantially higher probability of chronic absence in 6th grade
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Students chronically absent in 9th grade are significantly  
more likely to be off track in high school

regardless of 8th grade GPA

8th Grade Core GPA
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Source: Chicago Consortium School Research

0.0<1.0 1.0<2.0 2.0<3.0 3.0<4.0

98-100% 39% 20% 5%
95-98% 59% 47% 27% 9%
90-95% 74% 56% 37% 16%
80-90% 83% 67% 55% 30%
<80% 88% 82% 74%

Ch
ro

ni
cA

bs
en

ce
H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol



Ch
ro

ni
cA

bs
en

ce
H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
G

ra
du

at
io

n

Source: Get Schooled/The John Hopkins University

Chronically absent students in 10th grade experience  
worse high school completion outcomes



Each week of school missed per  
semester of high school lowers the  
likelihood of graduating by 25%

Students who miss  
2 weeks of school  
per year on average  
fail at least 2classes

# of Years  
ChronicAbs

% Who Drop Out

0 10.3%
1 36.4%
2 51.8%
3 58.7
4 61.3California schools have lost $4.5 billion in 4  

years due to absenteeism

Sources: Attendance Works, Chicago Consortium School Research, CA Attorney General, University of Utah

Nearly 90% of freshmen
who miss less than a week  
of school per semester  
graduate, regardless of 8th  

grade test scores
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• Attendance improvement program development
• SARB Coordinator
• Legal compliance
• Saturday School development
• Clerical support for district-wide attendance  

activities

Attendance Clerk
• Directly supporting 21 school sites
• Facilitate early intervention (SART) program
• Connect families with school, district &

community resources
• Provide direct mentor support to students



Chronic Absentees who have not  
responded to intervention

Attendance Initiatives

SARB, DA Mediation,  
Legal Consequences

Students at risk of or crossing  
into chronic absence SART, Mentoring

All students  
in the school

School-wide
Programs

Intensive
Individual
Intervention

Targeted Early  
Intervention

Universal/Preventive
Programs



CVUSD Chronic Absence Rates

District Wide 8.3% (1, 497)

TK/Kindergarten
9.1% (140)

7-8 Grades
6.6% (193)

1-6 grades
6.7% (570)

9-12 Grades
11.5% (588)

Sept. 11, 2017 



Ad Council – CA Attorney General
Reducing Chronic Absence by Informing Parents



What Causes the Attendance Problem?
Here’s What Researchers Say

“The causes of chronic absenteeism are complex and vary from school to
school.” (Public health, transportation, poverty,etc.)

“A lack of parental understanding  
about the importance of daily school  

attendance can lead to higher rates of  
absenteeism, as parents may not fully  

understand the negative outcomes
associated with missing school.”

BUT



Parents Universally Want What’s
Best for Their Kids

(Did You Need a Study toTellYou That?)

Lesson #1



Parents aren’t connecting the  
dots between early attendance  

and later outcomes

Lesson #2

“My child shouldn’t  
miss a day of  

kindergarten unless  
it’s unavoidable.”

“I hope my child  
graduates high  

school and goes to  
college.”



Parents Agree that Some Absences  
Were Avoidable

Keep in mind: This is what parents are willing to  
say to an interviewer.

2

We asked parents:

How often did your child stay home  
even though they probably could  

have attended?

Although parents responded that  
most absences were unavoidable,  
74% responded that at least some  

were avoidable.

% of Parent
Respondents

No  
Avoidable  
Absences
Some  
Avoidable  
Absences



Parents Don’t Think Early Grade Absences  
Are a “Big Deal”

23%
37% 41%

56%
48%

71%49% 47%

71%
79% 84%

Pre-K Kindergarten Grades 1-3 Grades 4-5 Middle School HighSchool

Parents are about 2x more likely to say that attendance
is a “big deal”in high school than kindergarten

% who say “it’s a big deal to miss at this grade level”

Spanish-Speaking Parents

63%

English-Speaking Parents

2



Parents aren’t connecting the  
dots between day-to-day  

absences and year-end totals

Lesson #3

“A couple absences  
a month isn’t a big  

deal.”

“18+ absences a year  
is way too many.”



Parents Underestimate the Number  
of Year-EndAbsences

The math: If a child is absent an average of 2+ days a  
month, then she is absent far more than 10+ days a year

3

Missed  
10+ days 
annually 

30%

Parents were asked about his or her
child’s absences in two ways:

1. Was your child absent an 
average  of 2 or more days a
month?

2. Was your child absent more 
than  10 days over the year?

60% of parents said their child was  
absent an average of 2+ days a  
month, but not 10+ days a year

Missed an average of
2+ days per month

90%



We
Need

Your
Help



Spread the Word

Good
Attendance

At-Risk

Chronic
Absence

Student has missed fewer than 5% of school days  
(generally less than 9 days in a school year)

Student has missed between 5% and 10% of school  
days (generally between 9-17 days in a school year)

Student has missed 10% or more of school days  
(generally 18 days or more in a school year)



Notice Chronic Absence

A BSE NC ES A D D UP
C H R O N I C A B S E N C E = 1 8 DAY S O F A B S E N C E = 2 DAY S A M O N T H

Absences	Add	Up!

September 14
Su M Tu W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

October 14
Su M Tu W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

December 14
Su M Tu W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

January 15
Su M Tu W Th F Sa

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

November 14
Su M Tu W Th F Sa

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

February 15
Su M Tu W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

March 15
Su M Tu W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

April 15
Su M Tu W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

June 15
Su M Tu W Th F Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

May 15
Su M Tu W Th F Sa

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31



Track Absences



Help Others Make  
the Connection

“My child missing a 
day of kindergarten 

is no big deal.”

“My child missing 
today can really 

effect their 
learning in the 

long run.”



Make A Plan

1. Everyday – How your child gets to
school every day.

2. Regular Helpers -Identify who you  
can call on to help drop your child  
off or who can pick him or her up  
when you cannot. These are  
people like friends, neighbors,  
relatives who can help regularly.

3. Occasional Helpers – Identify  
people who probably cannot help  
every day, but can help in a pinch.  
Maybe it’s a god-parent, a relative  
or friend who lives outside your  
neighborhood but can be there for  
short stints.

4. Potential Helpers – Identify  
people who are part of your  
school community, church, or  
neighborhood who are able to  
help – if you ask.

Everyday

Regular
Helpers

Occasional
Helpers

Potential
Helpers



School Supports
• Teacher
• Principal
• Counselor
• Nurse
• Parent 

Liaison 

Community Support Services
• Free
• Confidential
• Endless Resources

Child Welfare & Attendance
• Counselors
• Community Referrals

Ask For Help


