
team and I visited every Clovis 
Unified school site. Our custodial 
teams were on campuses as early 
as 5 a.m. giving a final once over 
to our campuses so they sparkled 
for students who would be arriving 
in a few hours. Members of our 
transportation team hit the road 
in shining, recently waxed, yellow 
school buses on routes they had 
practiced in the weeks leading up 
to the start of school. It is often  
our bus drivers who are the first 
to welcome a student to school 
and start their day off on a positive 
note. 

As we visited campuses, it was 
evident our Campus Catering em-
ployees were on site and at work 
to provide our students with nu-
tritious and tasty meals. As a stu-

dent myself, I remember how much 
I enjoyed the chances I had to be 
a student helper in the kitchen 
and to experience how much pride 
and effort our kitchen teams put 
into taking care of our students’ 
need for quality meals. 

We encountered groups of lead-
ership students and their activities 
directors coming on to campuses 
early to hang signs and balloons 
that welcomed their peers to school. 
In the weeks leading up to the 
first day of school, these leadership 
students had planned and prepared 
for activities designed to make stu-
dents feel a welcome part of their 
campus community.  

Just the sounds of their laughter 
as they worked hard together put 
a smile on my face. We saw in 

these groups of students how our 
core value of teamwork and trust 
is built as teams do hard work to-
gether. 

These students inspired me as 
I continued through the day. From 
the ringing of the Jefferson Ele-
mentary School bell (where I start-
ed my own journey as a Clovis 
Unified student), where I witnessed 
the pride of kindergartners being 
introduced to this 139-year old 
tradition, to the sounds of sup-
portive farewells by moms and 
dads as they entrusted their chil-
dren to their child’s classroom 
teacher for the first time this school 
year.  

Every campus onto which I 
walked was filled with the collab-
orative sounds of learning, the ex-

citement of new relationships, and 
the joyful smiles on our students’ 
faces for the start of the new year.  

On Aug. 15, our educational 
team came together for our annual 
General Session (a rally to kick-
off another school year), and dur-
ing that event, our speaker chal-
lenged us to acknowledge the pos-
itive impact we can make for our 
students on a daily basis.  

Why is my heart full of joy? 
Because I saw thousands of our 
team members making a mean-
ingful difference with our students 
starting on the first day, and it re-
minded me what I already know: 
We have an amazing team that is 
focused on our mission to develop 
our students to be the best they 
can be in mind, body and spirit.  
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New year brings joy, chance to make a positive difference 
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Parents: We recognize that our children are growing 
up in a different world than when we were young. And as 
a school district, we strive to provide students and families 
with information, resources and support to help with 
today’s challenges. From navigating the pressures of social 
media and the deception of the dark web to understanding 
the dangers of vaping and the deadly street drug fentanyl, 
Clovis Unified is committed to empowering families to 
protect against the dangerous impact of these modern 
threats. 

Here’s a sobering statistic: 50 percent of teenagers have 
misused a drug at least once, according to the National 
Center for Drug Abuse Statistics. Research shows that in-
volved parents are a key prevention indicator in protecting 
kids from alcohol, marijuana, vaping, pills, peer pressure, 
bullying and cutting. 

As we partner together to protect our students, we’re 
sharing the following resources where families can find 
intervention and prevention support. 

On Campus Resources 
Every Clovis Unified elementary school has a team of 

psychologists, resource specialists and instructional aides 
who have received training on how to help support students 
experiencing difficulties and how to foster an environment 
for wellness.  

On intermediate and high school campuses, these re-
sources are expanded and include Transition Teams and 
intervention trainings for every single teacher.   Schools 
have developed multiple programs, lessons and activities 
for students that build a foundation of social-emotional 
health, confidence and consideration of others – like the 
Positivity Project, multicultural fairs, heritage clubs, student 
leadership conferences, just to name a few.  

As a district, Clovis Unified has in place a multi-faceted 
Comprehensive Wellness Project that includes trained staff 
and school programs in 10 layers of behavior and social-
emotional supports. Some of those include Clovis Support 

and Intervention (CSI); Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports (PBIS); Social-Emotional Learning (SEL); 
Suicide Prevention; Peer Counseling; and All-4-Youth. 
(See cusd.com/ComprehensiveWellnessProject for full list.) 
Parents may contact staff on campus including a teacher, 
coach, school psychologist, nurse, school or peer counselor 
or Transition Team member if they have concerns about 
their child.   

Online District Resources 
The Clovis Unified Comprehensive Wellness Project 

website has more information about its 10 initiatives as 
well as a robust section called “Menu of Resources” to 
explore. Those include School-Based Supports; Mental 
Health Resources; Self-Care; Mindfulness; Suicide Pre-
vention; Substance Use Support; SmartPhone Apps; and a 
Virtual Calming Room. Parents and students are encouraged 
to explore this page in depth for what could be life-saving 
information and mental health building support.  

For example, a few clicks into the Substance Use page 
brings up a local documentary “Killer High: The Silent 
Crisis,” which takes a look at how fentanyl is targeting 
youth and our community; a letter from the Fresno County 
District Attorney with six facts about the dangers of this 
deadly drug and how to prevent use; parent bulletins on 
teen drug use with warning signs and conversation starters; 
and numerous resource links to local agencies.  

Another example of a menu resource is the Virtual 
Calming Room. It can offer families a gentle break as they 
can virtually visit several live animal cams (see the penguins 
at the San Diego Zoo or the jellyfish at the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium); doodle online or download a coloring page; 
piece together an online jigsaw puzzle; or listen to a 
waterfall, bird songs or a campfire.  

There are numerous interactive yet calm activities to 
help one feel more calm. 

To explore the Comprehensive Wellness Project web 
page, visit: cusd.com/ComprehensiveWellnessProject. 

Parent Nights & Chris Herren 
This month from Sept. 12-14, former Fresno State bas-

ketball star Chris Herren will candidly share his story of 
success, addiction and recovery in student assemblies at 

each CUSD high school. In a frank 
discussion, he will tell of his down-
ward spiral and his journey to sobriety. 
Families are encouraged to ask their 
teenagers about his message and what 
their takeaway was. Remind them 
that if they are ever facing challenging 
issues, it’s important to care for them-
selves by talking to a parent, teacher, 
school counselor or someone they 
trust. 

Herren’s powerful message and 
honest insights will also be presented 

at two Clovis Unified Parent Night evening talks where he 
will empower parents to consider the source of substance 
abuse. Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend to 
learn more about warning signs and behaviors that could 
indicate a child is having trouble. Herren will also answer 
questions. These free Parent Nights  — sponsored by the 
Foundation for Clovis Schools – will be held at 6 p.m. 
Sept. 11 in Clovis High School’s gym, and Sept. 13 in the 
Performing Art Center at Clovis North High. 

Parent Nights are part of Clovis Unified’s Parent Academy 
Series that provides a monthly evening workshop on im-
portant student topics. Upcoming sessions include “Social 
Media & Its Impact on Our Students,” Oct. 10; “Substance 
Abuse Prevention,” Oct. 24; and “Social Emotional Supports 
& Suicide Prevention,” Nov. 7. For details or to learn more, 
visit cusd.com/ParentAcademy. 

In this together 
Education revolves around teamwork and trust, and we 

encourage parents to access the resources available at 
school and in our district to support healthy families.   
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By Corrine Folmer, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

 
 

  OON Aug. 21, my heart was 
filled with joy as I was able to wit-
ness the hours of preparation that 
our educational 
team had put in 
place to warmly 
welcome our stu-
dents come alive. 
It was such an 
exciting (almost 
rainy) day filled 
with anticipation 
of all the year 
will bring.  

To kick off the start of a new 
school year, my Executive Cabinet 

Corrine Folmer, 
Ed.D.

Chris Herren

“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge. ”  
ALBERT EINSTEIN, PHYSICIST

We ARE Clovis UNIFIED: 
Clovis Unified’s educa-

tional team kicked off the 
start of the 2023-24 school 

year together at the annual 
General Session back-to-

school rally at the Save-
Mart Center. The energy 

rocked the building as staff 
from all schools and de-

partments heard were in-
spired by Superintendent 

Corrine Folmer, Ed.D., and 
guest speakers about the 

lasting impact each person 
can make as they do their 

best job to help our students 
succeed. We’re ready for  

a great year! 
Special to CUSD Today 


