
opportunity to measure the degree 
to which our students are mastering 
grade level standards. Sometimes, 
these assessments can be a source 
of anxiety, and I would encourage 
our students and their families (as 
well as our teachers) to take con-

fidence that they are nothing to 
fear. Instead, they are an indicator 
helpful in guiding instruction and, 
where necessary, intervention. 
These assessments are one valida-
tion tool of the growth and hard 
work of our students and staff. 

At school, our teachers are re-
viewing key learnings and prac-
ticing key strategies with their stu-
dents that prepare them to be ready 
to demonstrate their full under-
standing of the lessons they have 
already learned this year. Our 

schools will hold rallies and create 
fun methods to encourage and 
support their students, and I have 
even seen some principals and 
GISs go so far as to perform orig-
inal song and dance routines to 
get their students excited. 

At home, you can help your 
child be ready for these assess-
ments, too.  

As you hear of your individual 
school’s assessment schedule, make 
sure to schedule any family ap-
pointments outside of the instruc-
tional school day. Leave plenty of 
time in the morning to get to 
school to try and avoid the last-
minute dash out the door and the 
possibility of a missed breakfast. 
In fact, I want our families to re-
member, too, that our schools offer 
free breakfast for students so they 
can have a hot, nutritious meal to 
start their day. Enforce a reasonable 
bedtime so your child is rested 
and ready for the school day, and 
finally, encourage your child with 
a reminder that these assessments 
cover material that their teachers 
carefully prepared them for all 
year. 

 Students, staff and parents are 
all in this together. We want our 
students to know we have confi-
dence in them and are eager to 
watch them “Shoot their shot!”

Clovis Unified employees inspire with dedication, care
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Student assessments part of roadmap to success

VISION

Editor’s note: Clovis Unified honored 28 employees for their 
exceptional work conducted in the 2022-23 school year with a 
Crystal Award, the district’s highest employee honor at a gala 
this spring. These educators – ranging from teachers and ad-
ministrators to librarians and athletic directors – were nominated 
by their peers or supervisor in the fall and found deserving by 
employee judging panels to merit the top recognition.  

In this issue of CUSD Today, we conclude a series in alpha-
betical order that showcases our honorees. 

 
By Carol Lawson-Swezey 
Special to CUSD Today 

 
Mark Perez 
Pinedale Elementary/Facilities 

Affectionately dubbed the “hardest working 
man in America,” Pinedale Elementary lead night 
custodian Mark Perez is dearly beloved. 

His can-do attitude pours into his daily work 
that includes listed duties and beyond, including 
walking teachers safely to their cars after dark or 
jump-starting a parent’s car. He not only completes 
his own assignments, but he also sets up facilities 

for the next shift to make their job easier. Perez’s supervisor refers to 
him as the “People’s Custodian,” as he is the most requested by 
outside groups who use school facilities.  

Perez shows appreciation to fellow staff with customized gifts and 
fresh vegetables from his garden. He consistently collects food, 
clothing, backpacks and school supplies to donate to the Pinedale 
neighborhood and his hometown community of Firebaugh. 

For after school upper grade students who aren’t in co-curricular 
activities, Perez established the Blue Crew, where students can make 
a difference and feel good by helping with trash pickup, collecting 
equipment and clothing left from recess and other odd jobs.  

One nominator said, “Mr. Perez lives as if each day is an opportunity 
to show love and care to others.” That love comes back as well. When 
his own truck was stolen from school, the staff rallied to raise money 
to help replace it. 
Sarah Perkovich 
Clovis High 

Clovis High English teacher Sarah Perkovich 
will invest extra time and effort to ensure students 
achieve optimal potential. 

Known as “Ms. Perk,” she serves as the English 
Department Chair, is the PLC Lead Teacher and a 
member of the CUSD Curriculum and Instruction 
Performance Task Committee. She spent many 
off-duty hours coordinating and structuring the 

WASC (Accrediting Commission for Schools) application, collecting 
data from 11 departments and four grade levels.  

She led her PLC team in revamping each writing unit, so students 

are using critical thinking and thought-provoking prompts, enabling 
the composition of intricately written essays. This resulted in a 
whopping 83% rating of students on grade level or above on the 2022 
and 2023 state assessments. Continuing to refine practices, Perkovich 
created an Academic Pathway in 2019, revised in 2022, to support 
teachers and counselors in recommending students for English 
courses, resulting in a cohesive academic vision for all staff.  

She advocated for her English department colleague during her 
cancer treatment, providing the substitute teachers with everything 
they needed, including daily lesson plans. 

“She took my subs under her wing and made them feel at home at 
Clovis High,” her colleague wrote. “Sarah also took the role of advisor 
for my daughter while I was undergoing chemo.” 
Liz Peugh 
Mickey Cox Elementary 

Liz Peugh is known for always putting others 
before self. The Mickey Cox Elementary Intervention 
teacher fosters a culture of kindness, trust and 
respect on her campus and beyond. 

Peugh volunteered to promote the Positivity 
Project on campus by providing lessons, resources 
and video announcements to promote character 
traits like communication skills and building 

positive relationships. She ensures every staff member feels celebrated 
by making them a VIP annually. Last year, she put together a student-
created appreciation book for the new nurse, and she had students 
write notes of appreciation for the lunch ladies for Lunch Hero Day. 

Last year, Peugh reported to work 5 weeks early to collaborate 
with teachers on lesson planning and DRA testing. She voluntarily 
attends weekly kindergarten and PLC meetings and does additional 
kindergarten intervention parent meetings.  

Her dedication resulted in strong test scores at Mickey Cox last 
year. Kindergarten iCAL scores jumped from 41% to 79%. Kindergarten 
iReady scores more than doubled from 35% to 84%. More amazing 
stats include First Grade iReady Reading Diagnostic showing gains 
from 8% to 82% and the EL program was able to reclassify nine of its 
37 students.  
Adam Reid 
Clovis West High 

Clovis West High’s Adam Reid juggles multiple titles with passion 
and intensity. Eighteen-year special education teacher, department 
chair, coordinator and director of sport for swimming and dive all 
fall under his realm. 

Reid played an integral role in the redesign of 
the school’s Olympic Swim Complex, ensuring it 
met the needs of all athletes. With the philosophy 
that “there’s a place on the Clovis West pool deck 
for everyone,” he introduced new events for Special 
Olympians, providing access for students with 
special needs to participate in the same high level 
of competition as their peers. .  

Reid’s belief in getting students college and career ready has led to 
more opportunities for students. Under his leadership, Clovis West 
placed five students in the Workability Program and continuously or-
ganizes presentations and experiences for students to build job skills.  

During the 2022-23 school year, 26 of 38 special education students 
were not only enrolled in college before graduation, but also connected 
to the Disabled Students & Services program on campus to help 
support future IEP needs. Clovis West special education students 
outperformed all other area high schools in English/Language Arts 
and Math with a 22% overall growth. 
Erica Robinson 
Granite Ridge Intermediate 

Erica Robinson has been a Clovis Unified gem 
since 2012. She was first hired as a special education 
teacher at Granite Ridge Intermediate and created 
a science program for the SPED department. Her 
love for science led her in 2018 to become Granite 
Ridge’s seventh-grade science teacher. Over the 
years, she has poured into the Bronco community, 
impacting the entire campus in countless ways.  

Known for her superpowers of energy, efficiency, 
and connection with students who feel marginalized or invisible, 
Robinson has a servant’s heart. From teaching dynamic science 
lessons, to being the PLC lead, to presenting at the annual 504 co-
ordinator workshop, she plays a crucial part in the lives of others.  

Among her many roles, she is the CNEC site lead 504 Coordinator 
with a team of six and caseload of 185; Captain of Bronco Lunch 
Tutorial program; creator of the Bronco Closet; and AP/SAT/ACT 
testing accommodation coordinator. 

During Teacher Appreciation Day, Robinson tirelessly solicited 
vendors, businesses and organizations for donations to honor fellow 
staff. She was also an integral force in initiating a dedication ceremony 
from the Clovis mayor proclaiming Teacher Appreciation Week for 
CUSD teachers. 

Steve Soma 
Sierra Vista Elementary/Facilities 

Sierra Vista Elementary Plant Supervisor Steve 
Soma treats his campus as he would treat his own 
home. He takes pride in maintaining the campus 
during work hours, but if he drives by on the 
weekend, he will stop if he sees an issue like fallen 
trees or broken sprinklers.  

By Corrine Folmer, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

  
  II CONIC hockey player 

Wayne Gretzky is credited for the 
saying, “You miss 100% of the 
shots you don’t 
take.” Today, our 
youth have a pop-
ular saying with 
a similar “be bold 
and go for it” 
message: “Shoot 
your shot.” These 
phrases are ex-
actly what our 
educators are 
building up our students to do! 
As the Spring semester is in full 
force, our team is helping prepare 
our students for upcoming state 
testing, AP testing and, eventually, 
finals.  

This preparation requires hav-
ing established goals and a positive 
mindset. 

In education and in life, clear 
directions and clear goals are ex-
tremely important to achieving 
success. It is one of the reasons 
that our teachers spend hours 
mapping out the entire academic 
year, carefully planning the in-
structional strategies they will use 
to ensure students master the core 
standards of a given grade level. 

Having a clear curriculum map 
allows our teachers to achieve their 
learning goals for their students. 
It also provides our students with 
the maximum opportunity to, year-
over-year, build on the knowledge 
gained in each grade level so that 
they graduate fully prepared and 
ready for life after high school. 

Student assessments are another 
part of this critical roadmap to 
success, and each spring, Califor-
nia’s standardized tests provide an 

Corrine Folmer, 
Ed.D.

“Happiness lies in the joy of achievement and 
the thrill of creative effort. ”  

THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 26TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

LESSONS 
  Inspirations by, for and from our CUSD students

Mountain View Elementary 
fifth grader Jason Hasson  
represented Clovis Unified in 
the 2024 Central California 
Regional Braille Challenge  
recently. The event held in the 
U.S., Canada and United 
Kingdom culminates in a 
two-day finals in the summer 
and is the only academic 
competition of its kind for 
visually impaired students 
from first through 12th grade 
who can read and write 
braille. Students compete in 
five areas to test their  
proficiency using braille: 
reading comprehension,  
spelling, speed and accuracy, 
proofreading and charts and 
graphs. “Jason did great! He 
loved participating and is 
eagerly waiting to see if he 
finished in the Top 10 because 
he wants to participate in the 
finals!” said CUSD Visual  
Impairment Specialist April 
Pair, noting he was the only 
Clovis Unified student to 
compete this year.  
Special to CUSD Today 
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The Crystals
For a full list of winners and 
their video biographies from 

The Crystals, see 
cusd.com/CrystalAwards. 

 

‰ Please see Crystals, Page 10

Corrine Folmer, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

In education and in 
life, clear directions 
and clear goals are 
extremely important 
to achieving success.

“


