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Lines on a tax bill =  
stability and savings

Clovis Unified facilities support kids, community 

2024 REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY: FACILITIES

WW  HETHER it’s the natural beauty of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains and their foothills, or 
community events like the world-famous Clovis 
Rodeo (that recently got a nod on Beyoncé’s new 
album in a song written by one of our own 

former students), you don’t 
have to look far in our com-
munity to find a point of pride. 

It’s our goal that our com-
munity, especially our stu-
dents, find that same pride of 
ownership in their schools. 
Clovis Unified has close to 50 
campuses stretching across al-
most 200 square miles, and 

how well we build and maintain our schools im-
pacts the quality of our entire community. 

It takes intentional effort to maintain that 
pride and that is why we put such an emphasis on 
holding to a high standard not only in our in-
structional program, but also in our facilities. We 
eagerly invite our community to be a partner in 
understanding our facilities program and how it 
impacts every resident in our district. This issue 
of CUSD Today is part of that effort, and it is 
being delivered to your home in response to feed-
back from our community that you want to know 
more about how your local schools are working 
for you. 

For our students, we want them to know that 
their education matters, and that our community 
values their education. We want them to have ac-
cess to equitable facilities whether their school 
was built in 1941 (like Clark Intermediate) or 
2024 (like our soon-to-open Hirayama Elemen-
tary). We want them to have every opportunity in 
their education, and we support that goal not 
only by hiring outstanding educators, but also by 
making sure our schools are in the best shape.  
Some examples of ways we make this a priority 
are regular maintenance to ensure roofs don’t 

leak, ensuring our students' classrooms are clean 
and temperature controlled, campuses 
are equipped with multiple layers of safety, and 
our technology infrastructure can support mod-
ern educational tools. 

Carrying that philosophy outside of classroom 
spaces, we focus on keeping our grounds well 
maintained and in good repair, and on building 
world class co-cur ricu lar  facili ties. Those efforts 
rely on the work of an incredible group 
of people on our facilities team who 
pour their all into caring for 
our grounds and facilities so 
our kids get the best. All of 
these actions send a message to 
our students that their education 
is important to us and should also 
be important to them. 

That pride of ownership, in our 
students and their families, our employees, and 
for every resident of our community, has a way of 
creating positive energy. And, that positive 
energy translates to success in the classroom, suc-
cess on the field of competition, and success for 
our community as a whole. 

As one of our region’s lowest funded school 
systems based on per pupil funding, we recog-
nize that everything we do must be intentional 
and designed to maximize our resources. In the 
following pages, we hope you find evidence and 
examples of how we are maximizing resources 
that our community has invested in us to give 
back to our students.  Our goal is to continue to 
provide our students and community with a first-
class education that helps our students be suc-
cessful, positively impacts home values for our 
community, and builds pride in this beautiful 
community we all call home. 

Corrine Folmer, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

Three times a year, Clovis Unified 
School District provides a Report 
to the Community – focused on 
academic achievements (October), 
budget and finance (January) and 
facilities (May). You are receiving 
this special edition because you 
live or own a business in the dis-
trict’s 200-square mile boundary. 
We invite you to learn more about 
the district at cusd.com. 

Through local voter-approved bonds, our 
community has filled funding gaps and signaled 
that well-cared for facilities equipped with 
safety features, modern infrastructure and ro-
bust learning environments are valued and 
should be maintained. 

The 2020 Measure A Citizens Oversight 
Committee provides its report about the now-
concluded facility bond in this edition (see Page 
5), and we invite the community to dig even 
deeper to discover the positive impact that lo-
cally approved facility bonds have had on our 
schools. Found on every Clovis Unified school’s 
website in the “About” section, there is an indi-
vidual report on the impact bond dollars – your 
taxpayer dollars – have had on that school and 
keeping its facilities well taken care of and wel-
coming for children now and in the future. 

Below, find answers to common questions 
that come up regarding bonds and taxes. And if 
your questions aren’t answered here, learn more 
at cusd.com or call 327-9260. 
Why are there so many lines for Clovis 
Unified on your property tax bill? 

It’s not what you think.  
When you receive your annual property tax 

bill, more lines listed for Clovis Unified School 
District does not mean more taxes; they actually 
mean there is more savings. Fresno County’s 
system records a new line each time Clovis Un-
ified takes a bond issuance or refinances fund-
ing at lower rates in order to save taxpayers 
funds.  

The next time you see what looks like a lot of 
lines for Clovis Unified, you can be assured that 
means the district finance team is hard at work.  
What is the tax rate? 

Voter-approved bond measures for Clovis 
Unified result in a yearly $155 taxation rate per 
$100,000 of assessed (not market) property 
value. The rate has remained the same for a dec-
ade. In previous years, from 2000 to 2014, the 
rate for Clovis Unified was actually higher at 
$198 taxation per $100,000, but Clovis Unified 

reduced it in 2015 to its current rate. (Learn 
more: See Citizens Committee to Study Capital 
Facility Needs, Page 6) 
How does our rate compare locally? 

Clovis Unified has the lowest property tax rate 
compared to nearby school districts.  

 

While CUSD is a destination district known 
for its higher student academic scores, award-
winning co-curricular programs and top-notch 
facilities, it is not a high-funded district. Rather, 
the district works intentionally to do more with 
less and operates with efficiencies and innova-
tion. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Property tax & bonds – Your questions answered. 

Learn more: CUSD.com

“We believe well-
maintained  

campuses, engaging 
learning environ-

ments and state-of-
the art facilities 

challenge, inspire 
and encourage our 
students to learn 

and grow.” 
Denver Stairs 

Clovis Unified Facility Services 
Assistant Superintendent

** PARENTS SAY ** 

96% 

Their child’s school 
provides a quality 

education 
 

91% 

Buildings and 
grounds are  

maintained at  
their school. 

 
Source: CUSD Annual  

Parent Satisfaction Survey, April 2024 

95.6%
GRADUATION RATE

42,802 Students  
44 Comprehensive 

Schools  
9 Specialty Schools

OUR WHY

Every decision 
made by the 
Clovis Unified 
team centers 
around what is 
best for our 
students now, 
and in the 
future, like this 
soon-to-be 
kindergartner 
who will start 
his Clovis 
Unified journey 
at the new 
Hirayama 
Elementary 
School this fall 
and graduate 
from the under-
construction 
Clovis South 
High School in 
the spring of 
2037!

School  
District

2023-24 Property Tax 
Rate per $100,000 
property valuation 

Central USD         $215.60 
Fresno USD          $213.86 
Sanger USD          $203.88 
Clovis USD           $155.35
Source: Fresno County Auditor-Controller 

No. 1
Clovis Unified’s AA/Stable credit rating, as  

affirmed by Standard & Poor in April, is the best 
among California’s 20 largest school districts.

“That means we are going to get a 
better rate of interest for bonds that 

we sell, and our community and  
district will see savings as a result  

of having a better interest rate.“

Michael Johnston 
CUSD Associate Superintendent


