
Editor’s Note: Clovis Unified’s Governing 
Board appointed Corrine Folmer, Ed.D., an 
educator and administrator with CUSD for 
23 years, to the position of Superintendent 
starting this school year. Here, Dr. Folmer an-
swers our questions about her background, 
interests and goals. 

Tell us about your family and who lives 
at your home? 

I’m married, have two daughters and a full 
farm of animals, including horses, goats, dogs 
and a single cat. 

Where did you go to school? 
I earned my doctorate degree, master’s de-

gree and bachelor’s degree at California State 
University, Fresno. I attended Clovis Unified 
schools from kindergarten through 12th grade: 
Jefferson Elementary (kindergarten); Weldon 
Elementary (Grades 1-6); Clark Intermediate 
(Grade 7); Alta Sierra Intermediate (Grade 8; 
due to a boundary change); and Buchanan 
High (Grades 9-12).  

Where did you grow up?  
I was born in Bryan, Texas, and lived in 

Texas, until about the age of 5. We then moved 
back to Clovis where I completed all of my K-
12 education. I loved my educational experi-
ence in Clovis Unified. I had teachers and 
school staff who were always caring and be-
lieved in me. 

What did you enjoy about Clovis Uni-
fied as a student?  

I was blessed in my education to have been 
surrounded with phenomenal teachers! I 
learned so much from each one of them as 
they helped develop me academically and as a 
person. It was clear that they brought their 
very best to the classroom every day, not just 
for me, but all of my classmates. There were 
several of my teachers that I spent a lot of time 
with who were not only my teachers, but my 
coaches. I will forever be in debt to them for 
the belief, guidance and care they showed to 
me.  

What was your very first job, and what 
led you to a career in education? 

My first official job was working at Big 5 
on Kings Canyon Boulevard in the shoe de-
partment. I eventually was drawn to a career 
in education after coaching soccer and work-
ing as an Instructional Assistant in Special Ed-
ucation. I truly loved the opportunity to work 
with students and support them in their learn-
ing. There was no greater joy for me than 
watching the students I was working with 
grow. 

 You moved your way up from teacher 
to various administrative roles and now 

superintendent. Which position has 
brought you the most joy?  

I have loved every position I have had the 
privilege in which to serve. In each step of my 
professional journey, I had the great fortune 
to work with passionate and hard-working col-
leagues who put what was best for their stu-
dents at the center of their work. They truly 
inspired me. However, if I had to pick one po-
sition that brought me the most joy, it would 
have to be when I was teaching. It is the great-
est responsibility and honor to get to teach 
students, and I loved every moment of my 
time in the classroom. I have often found op-
portunities while in other positions to borrow 
someone’s classroom to get my “teaching” fix. 

What do you want to accomplish in 
your first year as superintendent?  

I look forward to connecting with all of 
our employees who give their best every day 

for our kids. It takes every one of us to meet 
the needs of our students, and ensuring we 
continue to surround our students with the 
best educational team possible is my highest 
priority. We will continue to build on the work 
of our team around student achievement and 
work as a district to prepare for our continued 
growth. 

What are some of your long-term goals 
for Clovis Unified?  

As a district, we will work to prepare and 
navigate the continued growth of the district 
and our community while ensuring that there 
are systems, leadership and trust in place at 
every level of the organization. This will ensure 
that our students continue to receive the high 
quality, all-around educational experience that 
our district is known for and on which our 
community relies.  

How do you hope to be known as su-

perintendent?  
I hope to be known as a Superintendent 

who continued to build on the incredible foun-
dation of Clovis Unified. I hope that my work 
will reflect my genuine care for and passion to 
serve our students, staff and community to 
help us be the best we can be.  

What advice would you give to your 
younger self ?  

Enjoy every moment and take advantage 
of every opportunity you have. Sometimes, 
you will be surprised by what you learn about 
yourself in the course of doing just that. 

What is a favorite quote or saying that 
inspires you?  

“Act as if what you do makes a difference. 
It does.” – William James 

In three words, how would you de-
scribe yourself ?  

Driven. Passionate. Approachable.
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With our 52 school campuses opening in just a few weeks, 

there are steps parents and students can take now to get ready 
for a great school year. 

The following tips are offered by Clovis Unified teachers, 
staff and administrators that will help children get ready! 
BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS 

n Visit school to help your student become familiar with 
where things are. Be sure to find your child’s classroom(s). 
Note where the restroom, library, cafeteria and nurse’s office 
are located. 

n Identify your child’s drop-off and pick-up place on the 
school site. If a child is in the afterschool Expanded Learning 
Club or taking a bus home, be sure your child knows where 
to go. 

n If your child will be walking to school, practice the route 
together. Consider arranging for your child to walk to school 
with a friend or child in the neighborhood. 

n Visit the school website for information including school 
start and end times, Back-to-School Night dates  and daily 
menus. There is also a full listing of teachers and administrative 
staff, including contact information. 

n Does your child want to play sports or participate in co-
curricular activities? Find out about offerings and signups on 
the school website, and have fun helping your child prepare 
and begin to practice. 

n Ease students back into a regular school schedule. The 
week before school starts, have students go to bed and wake 
up earlier a little more each day, moving them closer to what 
the school bedtime/wake-up routine will be.  

n Grab a good book. If students have not been reading this 
summer, there is still time to warm up those skills. Have bed-
time reading with younger students. 

n Prepare a homework station in your home. A quiet place 
with good lighting and a desk or table works great. Kids can 
help get it ready with a few supplies and decorations, like a 
drawing of their school mascot.  

n Go back-to-school shopping if needed. Keep in mind 
Clovis Unified’s dress code if purchasing clothes. On many 
teachers’ websites (found through the school website), class 
supply lists are available. Other items to consider are a back-
pack, water bottle or athletic shoes. 

n Have your child plan out what he or she will wear for the 
first day of school. 

n Talk about what that first day may be like and ask your 
child how he or she feels about it. Offer reassurance, enthusi-
asm and support. Let them know it’s OK to be nervous and 
that lots of other students feel the very same way.  

n Encourage your child to enter the new school year with 
a mindset of meeting new people and having new experiences. 
Talk about getting involved at school and joining at least one 
activity such as a club, academic or sports team, or the per-
forming arts. 

n Fuel the body well. Take a shopping trip with your child 
now to help choose foods that are nutritious and that they 
will enjoy bringing to school.  

n Pre-make a few dinners that can be frozen. Having meals 

ready the first week of school can help the whole family keep 
things running smooth. 
AFTER SCHOOL STARTS:  
PARENTS 

n Make sure your child eats breakfast to have energy for 
the day. Have students bring a water bottle to keep hydrated 
(campuses have water stations to fill them up). Pack a good 
lunch. Send a few healthy snacks.  

n Ensure your child gets enough sleep. Doctors recommend 
children up to the fifth grade get as much as 10 to 11 hours of 
sleep each night. 

n Establish regular weekday routines for school, homework, 
mealtime and bedtime. 

n Have your child go to bed organized with backpack, P.E. 
or co-curricular clothes and equipment ready for the next day. 

n Make lunches the night before. 
n Drive safe. Stop when school bus red lights are flashing, 

indicating students are boarding or exiting, and pay attention 
to crossing guards and school speed limits. 

n Keep informed through the school’s website. Review all 
materials the school sends home.  

n If the first couple of days are a little difficult, remain pos-
itive and calm. Let your child know you care and are there to 
support him or her. 

n Check in with your child after school. Review homework. 
Follow your student’s progress on ParentConnect. If a child 
begins to struggle in a subject, contact the teacher. 

n Help your child learn how to keep organized by creating 
check lists or using a daily planner. Students should note their 
homework assignments, upcoming deadlines, practice sched-
ules, club meeting times, when permission slips are due and 
any other important dates. 

n Plan down time for your child. Kids do better with some 
time to play or relax. Encourage them to go outside, listen to 
music, ride a bike or play a game. 

n Attend Back-to-School Night and meet your child’s 
teacher. This informative night provides parents with an un-
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Just for Fun 
  

How do you 
like to relax? I 
love to run and 
hike. I love to be 
outdoors. 

What’s your 
favorite dinner? 
There’s a local 
restaurant that 
has an incredible 
eggplant appe-

tizer that I love to have for dinner. 
Are you a dog or a cat per-

son? A dog person 
What’s your go-to coffee 

order? Vanilla almond milk latte 
(hot or iced!) 

What do you listen to in the 
car?  Country music is what I 
grew up listening to and I still en-
joy it today. 

What is your favorite flavor 
of ice cream? Mint Chocolate 
Chip 

What’s something people 
may be surprised to learn 
about you? I grew up around 
horses and can ride and rope! 

Corrine Folmer, 
Ed.D.


