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The UC system



We are California

With nine amazing campuses, 
you can’t go wrong.
From the program, to the setting, to the 
vibe: each of our nine undergraduate 
campuses has something different to 
offer. 

But no matter which campus you choose, 
you’ll find a culture of academic 
excellence, and fellow students and 
faculty who’ll inspire you every day.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The UC is one of the largest university systems in the world offering undergraduate and graduate programs on campuses located across the state.

Additional notes for reference:
Campuses with medical centers:
UC Davis
UC Irvine
UCLA
UC San Diego
UC San Francisco

Campuses with schools of law:
UC Berkeley
UC Davis
UC Irvine
UCLA
UC College of the Law, San Francisco (formerly known as UC Hastings)

3 national labs:
Lawrence Berkeley lab
Los Alamos lab
Lawrence Livermore lab




UC students

83% 
are California 
residents

37% 
are first-generation college 
students

27% 
transfer to UC from a 
community college

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Undergraduate student facts

As a public institution, UC undergraduate students are overwhelmingly California residents. We have students from almost 180 countries and nearly every U.S. state, but our priority is to serve California’s students.

Nearly 40% of undergraduates are first-generation college students. For Fall 2022, 27% of entering undergraduates were transfer students. 

Sources:
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/about-us/information-center/fall-enrollment-glance 
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/student-success/transfer-students
https://ucop.edu/institutional-research-academic-planning/_files/uc-facts-at-a-glance.pdf




Choosing a UC campus

To find your fit within UC, consider…
• Does the campus have a major in 

which I’m interested?

• What resources and support 
programs are available to me and 
others like me?

• What campus environment is best 
for me?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As students consider which of our campuses they might apply to, they should consider: majors offered at each campus, location, size of the campus, and the full array of opportunities available at each campus. UC encourages students to apply broadly to the University, and no matter which of our campuses a student graduates from, they will have the prestige of earning a UC degree.

UC offers a variety of majors, and the names of majors often differ across campuses. Students should be prepared to answer these questions:
Which campuses offer the major of choice?
What are the differences between the names of the majors and the departments in which they are located?
What are the differences between majors at different campuses?
What does this mean for me?

We have campuses across the state, offering different settings to foster students’ educational and professional exploration and discovery. UC offers a range of options to meet students’ needs and expectations for their college environment. 

Campus size is an important consideration. Some students want the feel of a large, busy campus while others thrive on smaller campuses. 

Additional notes for reference:

Campus size (Fall 2022 - Source: https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/about-us/information-center/fall-enrollment-glance)

Campuses with 30,000+ undergraduates
Berkeley – 32,479
Davis – 31,532
Los Angeles – 32,423
San Diego – 33,096
Campuses with 15-30,000 undergraduates
Irvine – 28,662
Riverside – 22,911
Santa Barbara – 23,459
Santa Cruz – 17,502
Campuses with less than 10,000
Merced – 8,343



Applying to UC

Nine campuses, one application
• Opens August 1

• Select which campuses you’d like 
to receive your UC application

• $80 fee for each UC campus ($95 
for international applicants)

• Fee waiver available for up to four 
campuses for qualified students

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s important to thoughtfully consider which campuses are the right fit for you, because the next step is to apply! Whether you choose to apply to one UC campus, or all of them, all applicants will use the UC application. This application is specific to the UC system and distinct from others, such as the Common Application. One of the first steps within the application is to select which of the campuses you’d like to apply to. While you may select multiple campuses, you will only submit ONE UC application.

The traditional application cycle opens August 1 for fall admission. Some campuses may offer a second admission opportunity in the year for spring/winter admission.

There is a fee associated with each campus you select, but a fee waiver is available for eligible students that will waive the application fee for up to four campuses. Eligibility for the fee waiver is determined by family and financial information provided within the UC application. 

Importantly, though you will be able to apply to multiple UC campuses at once, you do not need to “rank” them or indicate any campus preference. All campuses who receive your application will give it a thorough and careful review – independently from one another. You are encouraged to apply broadly across the UC to increase your chances of being admitted to the UC system. All of our campuses – without exception – providing outstanding opportunities for you to learn and grow. 

Access the UC application at https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply-now.html. 



Freshman admission



Applying as a freshman

You’ll start as a freshman if…
You’re currently in high school

OR

You’ve graduated high school, but 
haven’t enrolled in a regular session 
(fall, winter, spring) at a college or 
university.

You are still considered a 
freshman applicant even if 
you have earned college 

credit while in high school.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The definition of a first-year or freshman applicant depends on one thing: Did the student take college courses while still enrolled in high school or did they take college courses in a regular term after they graduated high school? 

If you have not graduated from high school, no matter how many college courses you take, you still must apply as a freshman. This includes students who take many community college courses, or even complete an Associate’s degree while in high school.

A regular term is defined as fall, winter, intersession, or spring. So a student can take college classes in the summer immediately following high school graduation, but not in the fall after graduating high school. 

Any UC transferable units will be awarded in the enrollment process, so they will get credit for those and may end up with advanced (e.g., sophomore or junior) standing, despite applying as a “freshman”.

For presenter reference:
Some campuses use “first-year”, and some campuses use “freshman”. UC continues to use “freshman” for systemwide purposes. 



Freshman admission timeline

August 1
UC Application opens

October 1 –
November 30

UC application filing 
period

December –
March 2

FAFSA and CADAA 
priority filing period

March
Freshman admission 
decisions released

May 1
Freshman SIR 

deadline

July
Official, final transcripts 
and AP/IB exam results 

due

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The UC application and admission process is a year-long cycle. 

August 1: The UC application opens. Students can begin to craft each part of their application. Remember, since UC does not use letters of recommendation, interviews, or portfolios unless required for admission to a specific major, the UC application is the only way for students to present and advocate for themselves. Some campus majors do require supplemental materials, such as Nursing, or some fine arts majors. Students should speak with the campuses they’re interested in for information on applications for those majors. The UC application will also indicate whether a supplemental application or materials are required. 

October 1 – November 30: UC students can submit applications beginning October 1. The deadline remains November 30. Applicants are not considered on a first-come, first-serve basis, so applicants should take their time in filling out the application thoroughly before submitting. 
Presenter note: The UC Office of the President has partnered with CaliforniaColleges.edu to allow applicants to link their accounts on CaliforniaColleges.edu and the UC Application. This link will enable applicants to import course data into the application beginning with Fall 2025 applicants

Important: Once submitted, applicants can update very little in the UC application. Students should ensure their UC application is accurate and complete before submission.

December – March 2: All students should submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or a California Dream Act Application (CADAA). The majority of students at UC receive financial aid and scholarships. We’ll cover that in more detail later in this presentation. Campuses use information from the FAFSA and CADAA for both admission and scholarships. Note: The release date for the redesigned FAFSA in December 2023 has not yet been released. 

March: Freshman admission decisions are released throughout the month of March. Campuses do not all release decisions on the same day, but will have all freshman decisions released by March 31. 

May 1: This is the deadline for students to submit the Statement of Intent to Register (SIR). Students must submit the SIR by that date in order to ensure a place on campus in the fall. Students may only SIR to one UC campus. 

July: Campuses use self-reported information to admit students, so UC does not require (nor want) students to submit any transcripts when they apply for admission. Instead, UC will ask for official transcripts only for admitted students who have submitted their SIR by May 1. Official transcripts for all institutions attended are due July 1, with AP/IB exam results due by July 15. 







Minimum freshman admission requirements

Complete 15 
A-G courses

Earn a UC GPA 
of 3.0 or better 

(3.4 for 
nonresidents)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our admission guidelines are designed to ensure you are well-prepared to succeed at UC. If you're interested in entering the University of California as a freshman, you'll have to satisfy these requirements:

A-G course requirements
UC GPA of 3.0 or better (3.4 for nonresidents) 

While selection is discussed later in this presentation, it is important to remember that these are the minimum requirements for admission. We encourage applicants to not only meet these requirements, but to exceed them to be more competitive. 



A-G subject requirements

A-G requirements
• Complete a minimum of 15 A-G 

courses with a grade of C or better

• Prior to beginning your last year of 
high school, you must complete 11 of 
these courses

Note: UC will accept Pass or Credit 
grades in A-G courses completed in 
spring 2020 through summer 2021 to 
meet A-G requirements.

A. History – 2 years

B. English – 4 years

C. Mathematics – 3 years (4 years 
recommended)

D. Science – 2 years (3 years 
recommended)

E. Language other than English – 2 
years (3 years recommended)

F. Visual and performing arts – 1 year

G. College-preparatory elective – 1 year

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To qualify for first-year admission, students must meet UC’s subject requirements:

Subject requirements
Complete a specified pattern of college preparatory coursework known as the A-G pattern:
History/Social Science: 2 years
English: 4 years
Math: 3 years/4 recommended
Must include Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II
Science: 2 years/3 recommended
Language other than English: 2 years/3 years recommended
For LOTE, years is equivalent to the course level. For example, if a student passes Spanish 2, they are considered to have 2 years of LOTE, whether or not they took/passed Spanish 1. 
Visual and Performing Arts: 1 year
College-prep Electives: 1 year
Any course taken beyond the minimum 14 courses presented above can be considered to fulfill area G. 

Please note that these are the minimum number of courses needed; most applicants present additional courses in many of these areas.  In order to be a more competitive applicant, we encourage the completion of additional approved courses in as many subject areas in which you are interested and/or as are available to you.  

The UC approved (A-G) course list for California high schools can be found at https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist. UC does not review/approve courses from outside of California; nonresidents can however select any CA list to gain a sense of the types of courses acceptable to UC.

A note about curriculum choice: UC encourages students to take advantage of the curriculum available at their school. Students should take courses that interest and challenge them. We do consider academic trajectory and curricular rigor. 




UC GPA

UC GPA minimum requirement
• California residents: 3.0

• Non-residents: 3.4

Students should aim to exceed this 
minimum requirement to be a 
competitive applicant.

How the UC GPA is calculated

• Includes all letter grades from A-G 
courses taken during grades 10 and 11 
(including the summers after 9–11)

• Grade points are based on the letter 
grade received; plus (+) and minus (-) 
grades are not factored

• Up to 8 semesters of extra points are 
added for passed AP, IB, college-level 
or UC-approved honors courses

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The scholarship requirement is a minimum GPA used for UC eligibility. CA residents must have a minimum of 3.0, and nonresidents a 3.4. The UC GPA uses grades taken in A-G courses in the 10th and 11th grades, including the three surrounding summers. The +/- grades don’t count and will not be rounded. Keep in mind that these are MINIMUM requirements. Competitive students will exceed these minimums. 

You can check freshman UC GPA profiles from fall 2022 at https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/about-us/information-center/freshman-admissions-summary.

Notes for the presenter:

Honors points
Up to 8 semesters of extra points in AP/IB/CL/UC honors courses (only A-C grades)
Max 4 extra points in 10th grade
One college course = one grade = one honors point
For out-of-state schools, AP/IB/CL are factored into the UC GPA, but not honors-level courses. This GPA is what’s used to ensure applicant’s meet the minimum 3.4 UC GPA for freshman admission (non-resident). However, campuses may choose to use an uncapped GPA which does weight these honors-level courses for selection purposes. 

Important notes about COVID-19 semesters (spring 2020 – summer 2021)
Temporary suspension of letter grade requirement for A-G coursework for all coursework completed in winter 2020-spring 2021. 
While these Pass/Credit grades can be used to meet A-G requirements, they are not factored into the UC GPA.
UC-approved honors, designated AP and IB, and UC-transferable college courses in which a Pass or Credit grade is earned will not receive an extra point in the GPA calculation. 
UC-approved honors, designated AP and IB, and UC-transferable college courses in which a Pass or Credit grade is earned will be included in the honors tallies (total number of honors courses completed) to demonstrate rigor in the curriculum.
Pass or Credit grades in a repeated course will replace the prior D, F or NP/NC grade; students must still report both the original grade and the repeated grade in their applications. 
Courses in which a Pass or Credit grade has been earned cannot later be repeated for a letter grade. 
Pass or Credit grades earned in math or LOTE courses will validate the omission of lower-level math or LOTE coursework, except geometry. Exception to the exception: Pass or Credit grades in the second semester of geometry will validate the omission of the first semester of geometry. 
Pass or Credit grades earned in math or LOTE courses will validate deficient grades (D, F, NP or NC) in lower-level math or LOTE coursework, including geometry. 

Calculating the UC GPA: 
Include only A-G courses taken in 10th and 11th grades (including the summer before and after 10th and the summer after 11th)
Include all A-G courses, even those courses above and beyond the minimum requirements. This includes A-G courses with low grades
Convert grades to grade points (A=4, B=3, etc). Do not factor in +/- grades
Add 1 GPA point for up to 8 semesters of UC approved honors (AP, IB, college level, and UC honors courses). A maximum of 4 honors points is factored for 10th grade
Note: Many students ask which courses get the extra point – the extra points are added into the overall calculation. They are not assigned to any specific course. 
Divide the total GPA points by the total number of semesters for your UC GPA out to two decimal points. UC does not round the GPA up or down. 

How to enter grades into the application: Students should enter grades into the application exactly as they appear on their transcript. All attempts at a course, including original and repeated grades, should always be included. For students with a grading scale other than A-F, they must enter their grades exactly as they appear on the transcript – they should not convert any grades themselves.

Repeated grades: A student is allowed to repeat each A-G course in which a D or F was originally earned as many times as needed until they receive at least a grade of C. However, the repeated passing grade will only replacing the original D/F grade in the gpa calculation if the course is repeatedly successfully during the gpa calculation terms. For example, if a student failed an A-G course in 10th grade, but retook and passed the course senior year, the original failing grade is factored into the UC gpa calculation. Be aware that D/F grades in honors courses (AP/IB/CL/UC HL) cannot be repeated with college prep level courses. 




Minimum requirements versus selection

Minimum requirements
• A-G coursework

• UC GPA minimum

• Consistent for all campuses

Selection
• Comprehensive review (13 factors)

• Varies by campus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The applicant pool for each campus is different, and the selection of students is delegated to each UC campus as outlined in Regents Policy 2102. 
Source https://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/governance/policies/2102.html#:~:text=The%20University%20seeks%20to%20enroll,racial%2C%20geographic%2C%20and%20socioeconomic%20backgrounds. 

The way in which campuses select students varies, and campuses use multiple factors when selecting students. Students are always considered in the context of their school and family, and within the overall applicant pool to that campus.  

It is to the student’s advantage to include as much information as possible on the application. Admission representatives want to know about the experiences, accomplishments, and challenges of every applicant. 

Requirements: UC has systemwide requirements for freshman admission. These are the minimum qualifications an applicant must have in order to be considered for admission. Includes: minimum GPA and A-G course requirements
Selection: Each campus conducts an individual review of applicants to identify the most competitive students in their applicant pool. Most campuses admit students above the minimum eligibility criteria and each campus has their own selection criteria based on individual campus factors. 




Comprehensive review for freshmen

•  Academic achievement — GPA, curricular rigor, academic trajectory

•  ELC, honors programs, special projects

•  Personal, school and family context

•  Special talents, skills, awards, leadership

•  Life experiences and special circumstances

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is important to note that this is not a checklist, nor does this list all the factors. This is only intended to show that UC campuses considers many factors and the whole context of the student in and outside of class. Students may meet multiple criteria of comprehensive review, but these are considered by campuses within the context of the entire application. 

In general, campuses are looking for well-qualified students who have taken advantage of the educational opportunities presented to them both inside and outside of the classroom. The categories listed here comprise a range of factors that campuses may consider when selecting students. For example, academic achievement includes GPA, honors courses, ELC status, A-G courses, quality of senior year program and achievements in special projects.

ALL UC Campuses do a comprehensive review, but there are different methods of Comprehensive review. Think of it like this – all campuses use the same ingredients, but may have different recipes. Some are holistic, others are not. The faculty at each campus determines what factors will be used and in what way. Again, this should not be seen as a checklist, where the more “boxes you can check, the more competitive you will be”. This is just a list of all the factors that may be used in some way in the review process. 

We’re also going to look at a student’s achievement within the context of their educational environment and the resources and opportunities that were available to them. This is found in a number of areas of the application, not just in responses to the PIQs. 

The faculty-approved comprehensive review criteria are:
Grade-Point Average
Courses Completed/Planned
Honors Courses
Top 9% Local Context (ELC)
Quality of Senior-Year Program of Study
Academic Opportunities in California High Schools
Performance in Academic Subject Areas
Achievements in Special Projects 
Improvement in Academic Performance
Special Talents, Achievements, and Awards
Participation in Educational Preparation Programs
Academic Accomplishment Within Life Experiences
Geographic Location




Learning more about you: Activities & awards

Activities and awards can include:
• Awards or honors

• Educational preparation programs

• Extracurricular activities

• Coursework other than A-G

• Volunteer/community service

• Work experience

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So how exactly do we learn about those non-academic factors listed? Within the UC application there are some sections dedicated just to this! For example, the “Activities and Awards” section is our opportunity to learn about you beyond your academic accomplishments. 

Activities can include educational preparation programs like college advising, Gear Up, etc. and other coursework can be any relevant coursework you have taken that is not an approved A-G course.

We encourage students to think beyond what they are doing at school and think about what their responsibilities are at home and in their community. Applicants should also consider activities/awards not affiliated with school: 
home responsibilities
faith-based community service
part-time employment

It is important that students communicate on the UC Application not only their activities and awards, but their context as well. Students that are unable to participate in school/community activities, employment, etc. should explain to the readers why.  How else was their time utilized? Household/familial responsibilities? 

Students should help the reader understand their role and responsibilities in the activity. When we review applications, all activities have the potential to add value to the application and all activities should be included, but we do value leadership, commitment and progression when reviewing a UC Application. Students can demonstrate this in many ways, as activities come in many forms. 

Application logistics:
Students will have twenty spaces to enter their activities
Not all 20 entries have to be from the same category. Students should do their best to categorize activities in a way that makes sense to them. We wanted to allow students the flexibility and choice to enter the activities that best reflect their interests and achievements.
Additionally, applicants don’t NEED to have something in each of the categories. 

Activities and Awards Pro-Tips:
Avoid using acronyms for names of clubs or awards. 
Explain level of involvement in detail. Remember, what’s important is what YOU did, not just what the activity is.
For awards, it’s helpful to give context to the selectivity or relevance of the award. Is this a school award, or something won at the city, regional, state, or national level? 
Try to avoid listing the same activity in more than one section. Students should not repeat the entries, even if they might fit into more than one category.




Learning more about you: PIQs

Personal Insight Questions (PIQs)
• Respond to 4 of the 8 prompts

• All questions hold equal value

• 350 words maximum per response

• Focus on the content, not the 
style, of your writing

• May be used for admission and 
scholarship consideration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another opportunity for us to learn more about you is within the Personal Insight Questions (PIQs). This is the written section of the UC application. Think of this as your opportunity to share additional and more detailed information that cannot be found elsewhere in the UC app, including what circumstances/experiences have shaped your academic/personal experiences. 

Applicants must respond to four (4) of the eight (8) prompts. All questions have equal value, so respond to the questions that are most relevant to you and your experiences! 

Keep in mind, these are not essays. With only 350 allowed per response, your PIQ responses should be direct and literal. Focus on what information you are sharing in your responses, not the style of your writing. Readers will not be evaluating these like a writing sample. This is an important part of the UC application and the campus review, so be sure that you are taking your time and using the available resources to maximize this section. 

There is also an “Additional Comments” field in the UC application. That can be used if there is important information that you didn’t get to share elsewhere in the application that you want the campuses to know. This is also not an essay, so you can be direct. Do not use this section to answer a fifth PIQ question!

Information in Additional Comments can be academic or non-academically related. Examples of information that would be valuable in this field could include:
Limited availability of - or access to - higher-level coursework at your high school
High school curriculum requirements that may have impacted your ability to take additional A-G coursework
Sudden or unexpected change in activities, such as a program being cut



Campus admission websites

UC Berkeley | admissions.berkeley.edu

UC Davis | ucdavis.edu/admissions/undergraduate

UC Irvine | admissions.uci.edu

UCLA | admission.ucla.edu

UC Merced | admissions.ucmerced.edu

UC Riverside | admissions.ucr.edu

UC San Diego | admissions.ucsd.edu

UC Santa Barbara | admissions.ucsb.edu

UC Santa Cruz | admissions.ucsc.edu



Campus financial aid websites

UC Berkeley | financialaid.berkeley.edu

UC Davis | financialaid.ucdavis.edu

UC Irvine | ofas.uci.edu

UCLA | financialaid.ucla.edu

UC Merced | financialaid.ucmerced.edu

UC Riverside | financialaid.ucr.edu

UC San Diego | fas.ucsd.edu

UC Santa Barbara | finaid.ucsb.edu

UC Santa Cruz | financialaid.ucsc.edu/index.html



Course requirement

7-course pattern
• Complete the seven-course pattern 

with a grade of C (or equivalent) or 
better in each course

It is recommended that you complete 
math and English as early as possible.

• Two transferable courses in English 
Composition

• One transferable course in 
mathematical concepts and quantitative 
reasoning

• Four transferable college courses 
chosen from at least two of the 
following subject areas:

• Arts and humanities

• Social and behavioral sciences

• Physical and biological sciences

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Courses:
Complete the following seven-course pattern, earning a grade of C or better (or the equivalent) in each course: 
	• Two transferable college courses (3 semester or 4–5 quarter units each) in English composition
	• One transferable college course (3 semester or 4–5 quarter units) in mathematical concepts and quantitative reasoning
	• Four transferable college courses (3 semester or 4–5 quarter units each) chosen from at least two of the following subject areas: 
arts and humanities
social and behavioral sciences
physical and biological sciences

Notes for the presenter:​
The 7-course pattern may be completed with a Pass/Credit/ Satisfactory grade if such designations are equivalent to a letter grade of C (2.0) or better​
A maximum of 14 semester/21 quarter units of Pass/Credit grades can be used to reach the minimum number of units required for eligibility.​
And remember, the 7-course pattern alone will not grant students the number of units needed to transfer​
​



Unit requirement

Junior standing
• Complete 60 semester (90 quarter) 

units of UC-transferable college credit

• No more than 14 semester (21 
quarter) units may be taken Pass/No 
Pass

• See next slide for Pass/No Pass grading 
exceptions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Units​
For junior-level transfers, students need to complete at least 60 semester or 90 quarter units of UC transferable credits. A student had until the end of the spring term to meet these unit requirements for fall transfer – not all have to be complete by the time a student applies, some can be in progress and planned. ​
​
These credits must come from college courses and can also include dual enrollment college credit and exam credit if a student has such credit. ​
​
How do you find out if a course is UC transferable? We have developed and maintain UC Transfer Course Agreements with all California Community colleges. Assist.org is a valuable resource for California Community College students to determine the transferability of their coursework. ​
​
In general, UC would advise students to take courses for a letter grade. However, we do allow some Pass/Credit grades to be used for eligibility as seen on the screen/slide. No credit/No pass grades will not meet a requirement but will also not affect a student’s GPA. If a student receives a No credit/No pass on a required course, we recommend repeating the course for a passing grade. 

Limits on transfer credit
Students will be granted up to 70 semester (105) quarter units for freshman/sophomore coursework completed at any institution. This limitation does not apply to units earned at UC. Note: If all of a student’s coursework was completed at two-year colleges, they are not at risk of being denied admission due to excessive units (e.g., senior standing). 

For presenter reference
UC does not have pre-approved formal agreements outside of the CCCs. Coursework is generally transferable if it is comparable to a course offered at a UC campus. Courses determined to be essentially the same as courses offered for an undergraduate degree at any UC campus will be awarded credit if the course:
is listed in the original institution's catalog/website of official courses offered for the year in which the course was completed; and,
includes the same or similar content; and,
requires the same or similar prerequisite coursework; and,
is offered at the same level of instruction.
Courses that further the student's knowledge and understanding in fundamental liberal arts disciplines such as mathematics, natural science, literature, social sciences, fine arts and philosophy, are acceptable for transfer if comparable in scope and depth to those offered at UC.

UC does not award credit for: work or volunteer experience, vocational or technical training, and personal enrichment courses; remedial academic or pre-baccalaureate courses, especially in English and math; or College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) or DANTES Subject Standardized Tests (DSST) exams. Additionally, coursework from an international junior/community college program that is technical or vocational, or which does not lead to further academic study at a university in the international country, will not receive transfer credit at UC.

Some campuses admit a limited number of transfer students before they reach junior-level standing. Visit https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses-majors/majors to learn more.



Pass/Credit grading exceptions

Pass/Credit maximum
• All Pass and Credit grades earned in 

winter–summer 2020 are excluded 
from the 14 semester/21 quarter unit 
maximum of Pass/Credit grades

Pass/Credit for major preparation
• All campuses will accept Pass or 

Credit grades earned in spring 2020 
for major prep courses for all majors 
except Psychology and Cognitive 
Science majors at Santa Cruz

Students should check with each campus 
regarding the usage of Pass or Credit 
grades for major prep courses beyond 
spring 2020.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The following exceptions are in place for transfer students. All Pass and Credit grades earned from winter 2020-summer 2020 are excluded from the 14 semester/21 quarter unit limit. No pass grades do not meet eligibility and should be repeated if necessary. ​
​
With regards to major preparation, UC campuses generally prefer and/or require letter grades for their major coursework. It is best practice to check with the UC campuses you are interested in to learn more.  




Transfer GPA

GPA minimum requirement
• California residents: 2.4

• Non-residents: 2.8

Students should aim to exceed this 
minimum requirement to be a 
competitive applicant.

How the transfer GPA is calculated

• Includes all UC-transferable units 
attempted, including college courses 
completed while in high school

• Grade points are based on the letter 
grade received; plus (+) and minus (-) 
grades are recognized

• Academic Renewal (AR), Pass/No 
Pass, Credit/No Credit, 
Satisfactory/Non-Satisfactory, Excused 
Withdrawal (EW), and/or Withdrawal 
are not included in the GPA calculation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CA residents must have a minimum of 2.4, and nonresidents a 2.8. Competitive students will exceed these minimums and selective majors may require a higher GPA in major preparation coursework. 
​
You can check transfer GPA profiles from fall 2022 at https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/about-us/information-center/transfer-admissions-summary

GPA = total grade points/units attempted
Multiply points assigned for each grade by the number of units (e.g., a 4-unit course with a grade of B = 3 grade points)
Add .03 for plus (+) grades and subtract 0.3 for minus (-) grades
No college GPA shall be greater than 4.00
​
Notes for the presenter:

Repeated courses
A student can repeat a course in which a C-, D+, D, D-, F or NP grade was originally earned, as many times as necessary. The new grade earned will replace the deficient grade in the GPA calculation. UC does not average the grades. All courses (originals and repeats) must be reported in the UC application. 



Eligibility versus selection

Major Preparation
• Certain majors may have required or recommended coursework
• Consider taking courses from other CCCs or online UC-transferable courses if 

your CCC doesn’t offer a major preparation course
• Take full course sequences at one CCC

GPA
• Meet or exceed the minimum transfer GPA
• For selective majors, a strong GPA is especially important

IGETC
• Not required for admission; may be recommended for certain campuses/majors
• Full or partial certification is available

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just as with freshman admission, meeting the minimum transfer requirements alone is generally not enough to be a competitive applicant for selection.​
​
Competitive students will not only have all required major preparation completed but will also have as many recommended major preparation courses completed as possible. Major preparation coursework may be required by each campus for your intended major. Major preparation is important not only for admission, but to ensure that you are prepared for a successful transition into that major once at UC. ​
​
You can view UC’s Transfer Pathways for a roadmap to some of the more popular majors. However, it is important that you check with the campuses you are interested in applying to in order to learn which majors are selective at the transfer level and what courses are recommended/required for admission to your intended major.​
​
Many majors are highly selective, with average GPAs for admitted transfer students above a 3.0. In these cases, the GPA (overall and in the major) become important factors in selection. ​
Finally, IGETC is NOT an admission requirement. However, some majors at some campuses may encourage students to complete IGETC certification prior to UC enrollment. Some campuses may not accept IGETC, or may not accept partial IGETC. ​
​
Students should stay in regular contact with UC campus admission representatives for current information on selective majors, and how students can best prepare to be competitive candidates. ​
​




Comprehensive review for transfer

Academic 
Accomplishments

• Major preparation
• GPA
• Transfer paths

• TAG
• UC Transfer 

Pathway
• Pathways +
• ADT

Extra- and Co-
Curricular Activities

• Special projects
• Internship/research 

experience
• Work/volunteer 

experience
• Participation in UC-

sponsored programs
• Leadership
• Special talents, skills 

or achievements
• Awards and honors

Additional 
Information

• Life experiences
• Family responsibilities
• Location of college

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As with first-year admission, campuses are looking for well qualified transfer students who have taken advantage of the educational opportunities presented to them both inside and outside of the classroom. ​
​
It is important to note that this is not a checklist. Students may meet multiple criteria of comprehensive review, but these are considered by campuses within the context of the entire application rather than as a rank or point system. ​
​
There are comprehensive review factors campuses may use to review transfer students. These include a range of factors in three major categories: Academic accomplishments, co-curricular activities, and additional information.​
​
The faculty-approved comprehensive review factors for transfers include:​
7-course pattern​
Major preparation​
Grade point average​
Participation in honors courses or programs​
Special talents, achievements and awards​
Complete of special projects​
Academic accomplishments in light of life experiences and special circumstances​
Location of the college and your residence​
Completion of a UC Transfer Pathway or associate degree for transfer (ADT)​
​
These factors are intended to help readers gain more insight into the academic and personal context of students in their own environment. 




Learning more about you: PIQs

Personal Insight Questions (PIQs)
• One required question; respond to 3 

of the other 7 questions

• All questions hold equal value

• 350 words maximum per response

• Focus on the content, not the style, 
of your writing

• May be used for admission and 
scholarship consideration

Required PIQ for transfers:

Please describe how you have prepared for 
your intended major, including your 
readiness to succeed in your upper-division 
courses once you enroll at the university.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another opportunity for us to learn more about you is within the Personal Insight Questions (PIQs). This is the written section of the UC application. Think of this as your opportunity to share additional and more detailed information that cannot be found elsewhere in the UC app, including what circumstances/experiences have shaped your academic/personal experiences. ​​
​​
Applicants must respond to three (3) of the seven (7) prompts, plus the mandatory prompt (for a total of four responses). All questions have equal value, so respond to the three additional questions that are most relevant to you and your experiences! ​​
​​
Keep in mind, these are not essays. With only 350 allowed per response, your PIQ responses should be direct and literal. Focus on what information you are sharing in your responses, not the style of your writing. Readers will not be evaluating these like a writing sample. This is an important part of the UC application and the campus review, so be sure that you are taking your time and using the available resources to maximize this section. ​​
​​
There is also an “Additional Comments” field in the UC application. That can be used if there is important information that you didn’t get to share elsewhere in the application that you want the campuses to know. This is also not an essay, so you can be direct. Do not use this section to answer an additional PIQ question!



Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG)

What is TAG?
A guarantee for admission to a participating 
campus and a major, so long as all 
deadlines and requirements are met.

To be eligible for TAG, students must:
 Transfer from a California Community 

College (CCC)
 Complete over half of their units at the 

CCC
 Last attend a CCC before transfer

Students with non-CCC 
coursework and 

international students with 
a F1 or J1 visa can also be 

eligible for TAG

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students interested in transferring to UC may also consider the Transfer Admission Guarantee program, or TAG. TAG is a guarantee for admission to a participating campus and major, as long as all deadlines and requirements are met. ​
​
To be eligible for TAG participation, students must 1) transfer from a CCC, 2) complete over half of their units at the CCC and 3) the CCC must be their last school of attendance before transfer. ​
​
Students with some non-CCC coursework are still eligible for TAG if they meet the above requirements. Additionally, international students with a F1 or J1 visa can also participate if they meet eligibility requirements. ​
​
While popular, TAG is NOT required for transfer admission. If a student wants to apply for TAG, they must submit a TAG application via the Transfer Admission Planner (TAP) in the month of September, prior to submitting a UC application in October or November. Applicants can only submit ONE TAG application, however, it is non-binding. Submitting a TAG application to one campus does not preclude a student from submitting a UC application to any other campus(es). ​
​
Campuses that currently participate in TAG​
Davis​
Irvine​
Merced​
Riverside​
Santa Barbara​
Santa Cruz



Systemwide TAG requirements

Complete 30 UC-transferable semester units by September 30

Complete 60 UC-transferable semester units by spring prior to transfer

Complete UC-E and UC-M

Meet GPA criteria (2.7–3.5) which varies by campus and major

Review campus-specific major requirements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Only students transferring directly from a CA community college (CCC) are considered for a TAG, including international students with a visa. ​
​
Systemwide requirements for TAG eligibility include:​
Complete at least 30 semester (45 quarter) UC-transferable units at one or more CCC. The last college a student attends in a regular session prior to transfer must be a CCC​
Complete 60 semester (90 quarter) UC-transferable units by the spring prior to transfer​
Complete the UC-E and UC-M requirement by that campus’ established deadline​
Meet the GPA requirement for the TAG campus (Note: the TAG GPA requirement varies by campus. Additionally, some majors may have different GPA requirements)​
Complete any major preparation requirements for your TAG major




UC Transfer Pathways and Pathways+

UC Transfer Pathways
A common set of courses that provide 
uniform major preparation for majors 
associated with each pathway, at each 
UC campus.

Pathways+
Completion of a UC Transfer Pathway 
plus the Transfer Admission Guarantee 
(TAG).

Transfer 
Pathway TAG Pathways+

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
UC Transfer Pathways are for students who want to transfer to multiple UC campuses. The Transfer Pathways will help students who know what they want to study take a common set of courses at their community college that will be acceptable for the Pathway major at ANY UC campus offering the major. ​
​
The Pathways are some of the most sought-after majors to which transfer students apply. You’ll also notice on our website that all of the “Bio” majors (Biochem, Bio, Cell Bio, and Mol Bio) have the same life sciences Pathway course expectations. ​
​
If you’re a community college student, this will help you narrow down the courses you need to take to prepare for multiple campuses. No campus will require more than this set of courses for admission, but it’s important to note that they will vary in their selectivity in terms of GPA requirements. It’s still important to review the admissions website for the campuses you’re interested in to see if there is specific information on their selection criteria.​
​
Pathways+ combines the Pathways major with the TAG program. Students follow a transfer pathway major, complete a TAG agreement and they are guaranteed admission to that major at their TAG campus. Students who follow a pathways major, and complete a TAG, are often competitive for admission to the 3 campuses who do not offer TAG agreements. In addition, students in the Pathways and Pathways+ programs tend to graduate earlier, as they usually have more major preparation coursework completed prior to enrolling at UC​
​
For majors not included in the Pathways, use the detailed major prerequisite information available on the ASSIST website. If there isn't a Pathway for your chosen major, or the campus you want isn't listed in the Pathway for your major, don’t worry. You can still apply through the normal channels.

Pathways majors:
Anthropology
Biochemistry
Biology
Business administration
Cell biology
Chemistry
Communication
Computer science
Economics
Electrical engineering
English
History
Mathematics
Mechanical engineering
Molecular biology
Philosophy
Physics
Political science
Psychology
Sociology



Transfer Admission Planner (TAP)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Transfer Admissions Planner (UC TAP) helps you plan your coursework and map your progress. So you always know how close you are to meeting UC’s minimum requirements, and what’s left to do.​
You can use UC TAP for any community college transfer process, including a Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) with one of our six participating campuses. ​
​
Benefits of using TAP​
You can use the Transfer Admission Planner to enter your coursework (completed and planned) from the beginning of your college career to whenever you decide to transfer to a UC campus.​
The planner will help you track your progress toward meeting UC's minimum requirements and allows UC staff to communicate with you about important transfer process information. ​
The UC TAP tool can also help if you are seeking a Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) with one of the six participating UC campuses.​
UC campuses may communicate with TAP students directly to tell you about upcoming events and visits from campus admission representatives to your school.​
​
If you plan to submit a TAG application, you will do this through the UC TAP tool. 



Benefits of using TAP

•  Facilitates admission advising and tracking of progress

•  Can apply directly to the TAG program

•  Imports directly into the UC application

•  Can indicate areas of interest and participation in UC programs

•  Receive communications directly from UC and CCC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why use TAP? It serves as UC Transfer Admission Roadmap.​
​
1. Facilitates admission advising & tracking of progress​
Helps prospective UC students transferring from California community colleges (CCCs) track and plan their coursework.​
Completed and planned coursework.​
Track progress for meeting UC’s minimum requirements.​
​
2. Apply directly to the TAG Program​
Includes students who are seeking a Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) with one of the 6 participating UC campuses.​
Use in combination with CCC advising the comprehensive review process.​

3. Academic History can be imported to UC Application​
​
4. Students may indicate areas of interest & participation in UC programs​
​
5. Allows UC & CCC staff to communicate important information with students​
​




Tuition and Financial Aid



UC Tuition

Multi-year Plan

For systemwide 
tuition & fees for 
undergraduates

Incoming 
undergrads

Each incoming 
class will have a 

set tuition

Up to six years

Tuition will 
remain flat*

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The University of California Board of Regents approved a cohort model for determining tuition for students entering Fall 2022 and beyond. This policy puts student benefits at the forefront. 

This policy sets in place a multi-year plan 
for systemwide tuition and fees for undergraduates. 
	
For all incoming undergraduate students, tuition levels will be based on the academic year of the term in which they first enrolled at UC as a degree-seeking undergraduate.

Although this isn’t a guarantee, students can expect their tuition to remain flat for up to six years. After that point, if a student continues to be enrolled, they will be assessed at the oldest unexpired UC Tuition rate.  

UC tuition will now be predictable allowing families to plan for this cost, and the modest increase that takes place for each incoming class will create additional financial aid to offset the increase for low income students, and will enhance the student experience with reduced class sizes, additional faculty, and upgraded equipment and facilities.




Cost of attendance

UC tuition
$14,436

Campus 
fees

$1,600

Books & 
supplies
$1,500Health insurance

$3,000

Housing & meals
$19,200

Personal/transportation
$2,500

For California residents, the 
estimated average cost for a new 
student living on campus in 2024–25 
is $42,236.

However, most students do not pay 
the full cost of attendance. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This shows the factors considered in the cost of attendance.  

Cost of attendance is UC’s average estimate of costs across the system. Actual costs will vary depending on personal expenses and the campus attended.  Financial aid is awarded based on total cost of attendance, not only on tuition and fees which is only 38% of all costs. This helps students by raising the limit for how much financial aid could possibly be awarded. 

The type of room and board students choose will impact the cost (e.g., single rooms cost more than triples). 

If students do not bring a car, the transportation costs may be lower. 

Books and supplies will vary depending on the major and the type of texts required (e.g., may be online texts which are usually less expensive). 

If students are covered by family health insurance, these costs will be lower. 




Nonresident cost of attendance

UC tuition
(non-resident)

$48,636
Campus fees

$1,600

Books & 
supplies $1,500

Health insurance
$3,000

Housing & meals
$19,200

Personal/transportation
$2,500

For non-California residents, the 
estimated average cost for a new 
student living on campus in 2024–25 
is $76,436.

Limited financial aid is available for 
nonresident undergraduates 
attending UC.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the cost of attendance for non-resident or out-of-state and international students. Financial aid is very limited for this population. The tuition reflected includes $34,200 in non-resident supplemental tuition (2024-2025)




Grants and scholarships

$2.6 billion
in grants and scholarships available to 

California students

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To help students pay for the cost of attendance, California students have access to over $2.6 billion dollars in grants and scholarships.




Results for California students

70%

of California undergrads receive 
grants and scholarships, with an 
average award of

55%

of California undergrads pay no tuition 
because of grant and scholarship aid

$18,000
Want to estimate your 
financial aid? Check out 
our campus financial aid 
calculators.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
70% of California undergraduates receive grants and scholarships with an average award of $18,000.

And 55% of California undergrads pay no tuition because of the grants and scholarship aid they receive. 





UC financial aid programs

For California residents who are eligible 
for financial aid and with a family 
income less than $80,000, the Blue and 
Gold Opportunity Plan can cover the 
cost of your tuition, with extra funds 
available.

For California residents with family 
income and assets less than $217,000, 
California’s Middle Class Scholarship 
may provide scholarships to help with 
paying for college costs.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our financial aid program is one of the best out there. It supports students in all kinds of ways, whatever their background—with grants, scholarships, low-interest loans, and more. And it’s worth it.
Studying at UC is an incredible experience on its own—and our high graduation rates put you on a fast track towards a truly rewarding career.

Learn more about the Blue and Gold Opportunity Plan at https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/tuition-financial-aid/types-of-aid/blue-and-gold-opportunity-plan.html

Learn more about the Middle Class Scholarship Program at https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/tuition-financial-aid/types-of-aid/middle-class-scholarship-program.html



Loans

55% of CA 
undergrads graduate 
with no student loan 
debt

$28,350
National average

$21,100 
UC average

UC students’ monthly 
payments average 6% of their 
post-graduation earnings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
55% of California undergraduates complete their degree with no student loan debt.  On average, those who do opt to take out student loans borrow 25% less than the national average.

Within 2-10 years of graduating, most UC alumni see their earnings double. 




Resources



Freshman admission resources

General admission information
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu

UC admission requirements
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements

UC admission selection process
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/how-
applications-are-reviewed.html

Filling out the UC application
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/filling-out-the-
application.html



Transfer admission resources

General admission information
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu

UC admission requirements
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/transfer-requirements

UC admission selection process
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-transfer/how-
applications-are-reviewed.html

Filling out the UC application
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-transfer/filling-out-the-
application.html



Campus major preparation information for transfers

UC Berkeley | admissions.berkeley.edu/transfer-admissions-information-by-college

UC Davis | ucdavis.edu/admissions/undergraduate/transfer/selective-major-requirements

UC Irvine | admissions.uci.edu/apply/transfer-students/requirements.php

UCLA | admission.ucla.edu/apply/transfer/deciding-on-major

UC Merced | admissions.ucmerced.edu/transfer/major-preparation-schools

UC Riverside | admissions.ucr.edu/transfer/majors-preparation-guide

UC San Diego | admissions.ucsd.edu/transfer/transfer-major-preparation.html

UC Santa Barbara | admissions.ucsb.edu/selective-majors

UC Santa Cruz | admissions.ucsc.edu/transfer-students#screening-major-requirements



Transfer programs and tools

ASSIST.ORG
assist.org

Transfer Academic Planner (TAP)
uctap.universityofcalifornia.edu/students

UC Transfer Pathways
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/transfer-requirements/uc-
transfer-programs/transfer-pathways

Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG)
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/transfer-requirements/uc-
transfer-programs/transfer-admission-guarantee-tag.html



Campus housing websites

UC Berkeley | housing.berkeley.edu

UC Davis | housing.ucdavis.edu

UC Irvine | housing.uci.edu

UCLA | portal.housing.ucla.edu

UC Merced | housing.ucmerced.edu

UC Riverside | housing.ucr.edu

UC San Diego | hdhughousing.ucsd.edu

UC Santa Barbara | housing.ucsb.edu

UC Santa Cruz | housing.ucsc.edu



Thank you
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