
C
alifornia recently adopted new

 content standards in English Language 
A

rts (ELA
) and m

ath, w
hich in part include a set of com

m
on core 

standards adopted by m
any other states in the nation. Included in this 

brochure is a sum
m

ary of the revised standards in m
ath and ELA

, 
along w

ith other helpful inform
ation for parents of students attending 

C
lovis U

nified high schools. 

A
s C

alifornia’s updated content standards are im
plem

ented, parents and 
students m

ay notice som
e sm

all changes in the w
ay classroom

 instruction 
is delivered. Exam

ples of these changes m
ight include:

• 
Text com

plexity w
ill increase and students w

ill be asked to read m
ore 

challenging texts.
• 

Students w
ill be asked to m

ake claim
s and then support those claim

s 
w

ith evidence in all subjects.
• 

Literature w
ill continue to be an im

portant part of every student’s 
school experience w

hile at the sam
e tim

e, m
ore non-fiction texts w

ill 
be used to help students develop im

portant college and career ready 
skills related to analyzing and processing non-fiction text. Students 
w

ill be asked to dem
onstrate their know

ledge of a subject m
ore 

through discussion and w
riting and less through m

ultiple choice tests.

A
 com

plete list of C
alifornia’s content standards by subject m

atter, 
including all science and social sciences courses along w

ith m
ath by 

subject and ELA
 is available online at http://ci.cusd.com

/parent-and-
student-resources/. 

M
ATH

 S
TA

N
D

A
R

D
S

 I

N
U

M
B

ER
 A

N
D

 Q
U

A
N

TITY
Q

uantities
• 

R
eason quantitatively and use units to solve problem

s. 

Algebra
• 

See structure in expressions.
• 

Interpret the structure of expressions. 

C
reating Equations

• 
C

reate equations that describe num
bers or relationships.

Reasoning w
ith Equations and Inequalities

• 
U

nderstand solving equations as a process of reasoning and explain 
the reasoning. 

• 
Solve equations and inequalities in one variable.

• 
Solve system

s of equations. 
• 

R
epresent and solve equations and inequalities graphically. 

FU
N

C
TIO

N
S

Interpret Functions
• 

U
nderstand the concept of a function and use function notation. 

• 
Interpret functions that arise in applications in term

s of the context.
• 

A
nalyze functions using different representations. 

Building Functions
• 

B
uild a function that m

odels a relationship betw
een tw

o quantities. 
• 

B
uild new

 functions from
 existing functions. 

Linear, Q
uadratic and Exponential M

odels
• 

C
onstruct and com

pare linear, quadratic and exponential m
odels and 

solve problem
s. 

• 
Interpret expressions for functions in term

s of the situation they 
m

odel.

G
EO

M
ETR

Y
C

ongruence
• 

Experim
ent w

ith transform
ations in the plane.

• 
U

nderstand congruence in term
s of rigid m

otions.
• 

M
ake geom

etric constructions.

Expressing G
eom

etric Properties w
ith Equations 

• 
U

se coordinates to prove sim
ple geom

etric theorem
s algebraically.

S
TATIS

TIC
S

 A
N

D
 P

R
O

B
A

B
ILITY

Interpreting C
ategorical and Q

uantitative D
ata

• 
Sum

m
arize, represent and interpret data on a single count or 

m
easurem

ent variable.
• 

Sum
m

arize, represent and interpret data on tw
o categorical and 

quantitative variables.
• 

Interpret linear m
odels. 

M
ATH

 S
TA

N
D

A
R

D
S

 II

N
U

M
B

ER
 A

N
D

 Q
U

A
N

TITY
T

he Real N
um

ber System
• 

Extend the properties of exponents to rational exponents.
• 

U
se properties of rational and irrational num

bers.

T
he C

om
plex N

um
ber System

• 
Perform

 arithm
etic operations w

ith com
plex num

bers.
• 

U
se com

plex num
bers in polynom

ial identities and equations.

A
LG

EB
R

A
Seeing Structure in Expressions
• 

Interpret the structure of expressions.
• 

W
rite expressions in equivalent form

s to solve problem
s.

Arithm
etic w

ith Polynom
ials and R

ational Expressions
• 

Perform
 arithm

etic operations on polynom
ials.

C
reating Equations

• 
C

reate equations that describe num
bers or relationships. 

Reasoning w
ith Equations and Inequalities

• 
Solve equations and inequalities in one variable. 

• 
Solve system

s of equations. 

Functions
• 

Interpret functions.
• 

Interpret functions that arise in applications in term
s of the context. 

• 
A

nalyze functions using different representations. 

Building Functions
• 

B
uild a function that m

odels a relationship betw
een tw

o quantities.
• 

B
uild new

 functions from
 existing functions. 

Linear, Q
uadratic and Exponential M

odels
• 

C
onstruct and com

pare linear, quadratic and exponential m
odels and 

solve problem
s. 

• 
Interpret expressions for functions in term

s of the situation they 
m

odel.
• 

Solve trigonom
etric functions. 

G
EO

M
ETR

Y
 

C
ongruence

• 
Prove geom

etric theorem
s. 

Sim
ilarity, Right Triangles and Trigonom

etry
• 

U
nderstand sim

ilarity in term
s of sim

ilarity transform
ations.

• 
Prove theorem

s involving sim
ilarity. 

• 
D

efine trigonom
etric ratios and solve problem

s involving right 
triangles.

C
ircles

• 
U

nderstand and apply theorem
s about circles.

• 
Find arc lengths and areas of sectors of circles. 

Expressing G
eom

etric Properties w
ith Equations

• 
Translate betw

een the geom
etric description and the equation for a 

conic section.
• 

U
se coordinates to prove sim

ple geom
etric theorem

s algebraically.

G
eom

etric M
easurem

ent and D
im

ension
• 

Explain volum
e form

ulas and use them
 to solve problem

s.

S
TATIS

TIC
S

 A
N

D
 P

R
O

B
A

B
ILITY

C
onditional Probability and the Rules of Probability

• 
U

nderstand independence and conditional probability and use them
 

to interpret data. 
• 

U
se the rules of probability to com

pute probabilities of com
pound 

events in a uniform
 probability m

odel. 

U
sing Probability to M

ake D
ecisions

• 
U

se probability to evaluate outcom
es of decisions.

M
ATH

 S
TA

N
D

A
R

D
S

 III

N
U

M
B

ER
 A

N
D

 Q
U

A
N

TITY
T

he C
om

plex N
um

ber System
• 

U
se com

plex num
bers in polynom

ial identities and equations.

A
LG

EB
R

A
Seeing Structure in Expressions
• 

Interpret the structure of expressions. 
• 

W
rite expressions in equivalent form

s to solve problem
s.

Arithm
etic w

ith Polynom
ials and R

ational Expressions
• 

Perform
 arithm

etic operations on polynom
ials. 

• 
U

nderstand the relationship betw
een zeros and factors of polynom

ials.
• 

U
se polynom

ial identities to solve problem
s.

• 
R

ew
rite rational expressions. 

C
reating Equations

• 
C

reate equations that describe num
bers or relationships. 

Reasoning w
ith Equations and Inequalities

• 
U

nderstand solving equations as a process of reasoning and explain 
the reasoning.

• 
R

epresent and solve equations and inequalities graphically. 

FU
N

C
TIO

N
S

Interpreting Functions
• 

Interpret functions that arise in applications in term
s of the context. 

• 
A

nalyze functions using different representations.

Building Functions
• 

B
uild a function that m

odels a relationship betw
een tw

o quantities.
• 

B
uild new

 functions from
 existing functions. 

Linear, Q
uadratic and Exponential M

odels
• 

C
onstruct and com

pare linear, quadratic and exponential m
odels and 

solve problem
s.

Trigonom
etric Functions

• 
Extend the dom

ain of trigonom
etric functions using the unit circle.

• 
M

odel periodic phenom
ena w

ith trigonom
etric functions.

G
EO

M
ETR

Y
Sim

ilarity, Right Triangles and Trigonom
etry

• 
A

pply trigonom
etry to general triangles.

Expressing G
eom

etric Properties w
ith Equations

• 
Translate betw

een the geom
etric description and the equation for a 

conic section.

G
eom

etric M
easurem

ent and D
im

ension
• 

V
isualize relationships betw

een tw
o-dim

ensional and three-
dim

ensional objects.

M
odeling w

ith G
eom

etry
• 

A
pply geom

etric concepts in m
odeling situations.

S
TATIS

TIC
S

 A
N

D
 P

R
O

B
A

B
ILITY

Interpreting C
ategorical and Q

uantitative D
ata

• 
Sum

m
arize, represent and interpret data on a single count or 

m
easurem

ent variable.

H
IG

H
 S

C
H

O
O

L

H
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W
W
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S
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G
rade Level C

ontent S
tandards

H



M
aking Inferences and Justifying C

onclusions
• 

U
nderstand and evaluate random

 processes underlying statistical 
experim

ents. 
• 

M
ake inferences and justify conclusions from

 sam
ple surveys, 

experim
ents and observational studies. 

U
sing Probability to M

ake D
ecisions

• 
U

se probability to evaluate outcom
es of decisions. 

R
EA

D
IN

G
 A

N
C

H
O

R
 

S
TA

N
D

A
R

D
S

K
ey Ideas and D

etails
• 

R
ead closely to determ

ine w
hat the text says explicitly and to m

ake 
logical inferences from

 it; cite specific textual evidence w
hen w

riting 
or speaking to support conclusions draw

n from
 the text.

• 
D

eterm
ine central ideas or them

es of a text and analyze their 
developm

ent; sum
m

arize the key supporting details and ideas.
• 

A
nalyze how

 and w
hy individuals, events and ideas develop and 

interact over the course of a text.

C
raft and Structure

• 
Interpret w

ords and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determ

ining technical, connotative and figurative m
eanings, and 

analyze how
 specific w

ord choices shape m
eaning or tone.

• 
A

nalyze the structure of texts, including how
 specific sentences, 

paragraphs and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, 
scene or stanza) relate to each other and the w

hole.
• 

A
ssess how

 point of view
 or purpose shapes the content and style of a 

text.

Integration of K
now

ledge and Ideas
• 

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse form
ats and 

m
edia, including visually and quantitatively, as w

ell as in w
ords.

• 
D

elineate and evaluate the argum
ent and specific claim

s in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning as w

ell as the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence.

• 
A

nalyze how
 tw

o or m
ore texts address sim

ilar them
es or topics in 

order to build know
ledge or to com

pare the approaches authors take.

R
ange of Reading and Level of Text C

om
plexity

• 
R

ead and com
prehend com

plex literary and inform
ational texts 

independently and proficiently.

W
R

ITIN
G

 A
N

C
H

O
R

 
S

TA
N

D
A

R
D

S
Text Types and Purposes
• 

W
rite argum

ents to support claim
s in an analysis of substantive topics 

or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• 

W
rite inform

ative/explanatory texts to exam
ine and convey com

plex 
ideas and inform

ation clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization and analysis of content.

• 
W

rite narratives to develop real or im
agined experiences or events 

using effective technique, w
ell-chosen details and w

ell-structured 
event sequences.

Production and D
istribution of W

riting
• 

Produce clear and coherent w
riting in w

hich the developm
ent, 

organization and style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience.
• 

D
evelop and strengthen w

riting as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rew

riting or trying a new
 approach.

• 
U

se technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish 
w

riting and to interact and collaborate w
ith others.

Research to Build and Present K
now

ledge
• 

C
onduct short as w

ell as m
ore sustained research projects based on 

focused questions, dem
onstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation.

• 
G

ather relevant inform
ation from

 m
ultiple print and digital sources, 

assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the 
inform

ation w
hile avoiding plagiarism

.
• 

D
raw

 evidence from
 literary or inform

ational texts to support 
analysis, reflection and research.

R
ange of W

riting
• 

W
rite routinely over extended tim

e fram
es (tim

e for research, 
reflection and revision) and shorter tim

e fram
es (a single sitting or a 

day or tw
o) for a range of tasks, purposes and audiences.

• 
D

evelop the capacity to build know
ledge on a subject through 

research projects and to respond analytically to literary and 
inform

ational sources. To m
eet these goals, students m

ust devote 
significant tim

e and effort to w
riting, producing num

erous pieces 
over short and extended tim

e fram
es throughout the year.

S
P

EA
K

IN
G

 A
N

D
 LIS

TEN
IN

G
 

A
N

C
H

O
R

 S
TA

N
D

A
R

D
S

C
om

prehension and C
ollaboration

• 
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations w

ith diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their ow

n clearly and persuasively.
• 

Integrate and evaluate inform
ation presented in diverse m

edia and 
form

ats, including visually, quantitatively and orally.
• 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric.

Presentation of K
now

ledge and Ideas
• 

Present inform
ation, findings and supporting evidence such that 

listeners can follow
 the line of reasoning and the organization, 

developm
ent and style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience.

• 
M

ake strategic use of digital m
edia and visual displays of data to 

express inform
ation and enhance understanding of presentations.

• 
 A

dapt speech to a variety of contexts and com
m

unicative tasks, 
dem

onstrating com
m

and of form
al English w

hen indicated or 
appropriate.

LA
N

G
U

A
G

E A
N

C
H

O
R

 
S

TA
N

D
A

R
D

S
C

onventions of Standard English
• 

D
em

onstrate com
m

and of the conventions of standard English 
gram

m
ar and usage w

hen w
riting or speaking.

• 
D

em
onstrate com

m
and of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation and spelling w
hen w

riting.

K
now

ledge of Language
• 

A
pply know

ledge of language to understand how
 language functions 

in different contexts, to m
ake effective choices for m

eaning or style, 
and to com

prehend m
ore fully w

hen reading or listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and U
se

• 
D

eterm
ine or clarify the m

eaning of unknow
n and m

ultiple m
eaning 

w
ords and phrases by using context clues, analyzing m

eaningful w
ord 

parts, and consulting general and specialized reference m
aterials, as 

appropriate.
• 

 D
em

onstrate understanding of figurative language, w
ord relationships 

and nuances in w
ord m

eanings.
• 

A
cquire and use accurately a range of general academ

ic and dom
ain-

specific w
ords and phrases sufficient for reading, w

riting, speaking 
and listening at the college and career readiness level; dem

onstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary know

ledge w
hen considering a 

w
ord or phrase im

portant to com
prehension or expression.

Social Sciences
 

Seven sem
esters of social science to include: one sem

ester of W
orld 

G
eography, tw

o sem
esters of W

orld H
istory, tw

o sem
esters of U

nited 
States H

istory, and (during the senior year) one sem
ester of A

m
erican 

G
overnm

ent and one sem
ester of Econom

ics

Physical Education
 

Eight sem
esters of Physical Education to include: tw

o sem
esters of 

C
ore A

, and tw
o sem

esters of C
ore B

, and four sem
esters of PE 

electives (grades 11 and 12). A
 m

odified Physical Education program
 

w
ill be provided for those students w

ho are ill or im
paired. Eleventh 

and 12th grade students enrolled in off cam
pus R

O
P/ C

A
R

T
 m

ay 
w

aive P.E. as long as they have passed the Physical Fitness Test during 
their 9th and 10th grade years.

H
ealth

 
O

ne sem
ester of health science

Academ
ic Breadth

 
Four sem

esters from
: tw

o sem
esters of foreign language (one yr. 

course) or, tw
o sem

esters of V
isual/Perform

ing A
rts (one yr. course), 

and tw
o sem

esters of C
T

E course (one year course). Tw
o sem

esters 
from

: Foreign Language, or V
isual/Perform

ing A
rts, or Science (3rd 

yr.), or M
ath (3rd yr.), or English/Language A

rts or M
ath 

Intervention C
T

E C
ourse

Life Pathw
ays

 
Four sem

esters out of the elective credits m
ust be clustered w

ith a 
specified life path em

phasis (20 units)

Educational Four-Year Plan for H
igh School

 
T

he table below
 lists the required credits by content area to 

graduate from
 C

lovis U
nified School D

istrict and receive a 
C

U
SD

 diplom
a (center colum

n).  It also includes an exam
ple 

of the courses that w
ould satisfy the credit and U

C
/C

SU
 course 

requirem
ents for a C

U
SD

 diplom
a.  T

here are a num
ber of class/

course options available, w
ith additional inform

ation in the 2013-
2014 H

igh School C
ourse D

escription C
atalog available online at 

w
w

w.cusd.com
/parents/.

 
For C

U
SD

 D
iplom

a 
For U

C
/C

SU
 &

 C
U

SD
 D

iplom
a

C
ore Subject Area  

C
redit Requirem

ents  
C

redit Requirem
ents 

English  
8 Sem

esters/40 C
redits  

8 Sem
esters/40 C

redits 

M
athem

atics  
4 Sem

esters/20 C
redits  

6 Sem
esters/30 C

redits 
 

 
 through A

lgrabra 2 

Science  
4 Sem

esters/20 C
redits  

4 Sem
esters/20 C

redits 

H
istory/Social Science  

7 Sem
esters/35 C

redits  
7 Sem

esters/35 C
redits 

 
 

Foreign Language

C
U

SD
 A

cadem
ic  

4 Sem
esters/20 C

redits 
B

readth Includes  
V

isual Preform
ing A

rts
Foreign Language,  

C
areer Technical Education

V
isual Preform

ing A
rts 

&
 C

T
E C

ourses  
 

H
ealth  

1 Sem
esters/5 C

redits 
1 Sem

esters/5 C
redits 

Physical Education  
8 Sem

esters/40 C
redits  

8 Sem
esters/40 C

redits 

Pathw
ay C

ourses  
4 Sem

esters/20 C
redits  

4 Sem
esters/20 C

redits 

Speech  
Em

bedded in English  
Em

bedded in English 

C
ore Required C

redits  
200 C

redits  
200 C

redits 

Electives  
8 Sem

esters/40 C
redits  

8 Sem
esters/40 C

redits 

R
EA

D
IN

G
 A

N
D

 W
R

ITIN
G

 
S

TA
N

D
A

R
D

S
 FO

R
 H

IS
TO

R
Y, 

S
O

C
IA

L S
TU

D
IES

 A
N

D
 S

C
IEN

C
E

T
he standards below

 are exam
ples of grades 9-12 reading and w

riting 
standards in history, social studies, science and technical subjects.
• 

C
ite specific textual evidence to support analysis of prim

ary and 
secondary sources, provide an accurate sum

m
ary clarifying and 

explaining the relationships am
ong key details, and explain w

hich 
textual evidence supports analysis and w

here the text leaves m
atters 

uncertain.
• 

D
eterm

ine the m
eaning of w

ords, phrases, sym
bols and dom

ain-
specific w

ords and analyze how
 an author refines the m

eaning of key 
term

s throughout a text; use term
s to categorize inform

ation and 
analyze com

plex text structure and evaluate differing authors’ view
s 

on a topic.
• 

Integrate and evaluate m
ultiple sources of quantitative and technical 

sources of inform
ation and the author’s prem

ises supported by textual 
evidence from

 several prim
ary and secondary sources.

• 
Follow

 precisely a com
plex m

ultistep procedure w
hen carrying out 

experim
ents and attend to special cases or exceptions defined in the 

text. 
• 

Evaluate the hypothesis, data, analysis and conclusions in a science or 
technical text, analyze and synthesize inform

ation from
 a range of 

sources.
• 

W
rite routinely over extended tim

e fram
es (tim

e for reflection and 
revision) and shorter tim

e fram
es (a day or tw

o) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

• 
W

rite argum
ents focused on discipline-specific content and 

inform
ative/explanatory texts, producing clear and coherent w

riting 
through planning, revising, editing and rew

riting using technology in 
response to publish and update individual or shared w

riting.
• 

C
onduct short and m

ore sustained research projects to answ
er a 

question or solve a problem
; synthesize m

ultiple authoritative print 
and digital sources and selectively integrate evidence into the text 
follow

ing a standard form
at for citation. 

G
R

A
D

U
ATIO

N
 

R
EQ

U
IR

EM
EN

TS
H

igh school graduation is the culm
ination of a student’s entire 

kindergarten through tw
elfth grade experience, and in C

lovis U
nified 

everyone is focused on helping students reach this goal. Follow
ing is 

som
e inform

ation that w
ill help keep students on track to graduate on 

tim
e and ready for their entrance into the w

orld of college or career.  
Parents and students should also rem

em
ber that help is only a phone 

call or a trip to the counseling center of your local high school aw
ay. 

Language Arts
 

Eight sem
esters of English, and pass the C

A
H

SEE in English/
Language A

rts

M
athem

atics
 

A
 m

inim
um

 of 4 sem
esters of m

athem
atics to include: A

lgebra 1A
B

 
or A

lgebra C
D

, G
eom

etry 1A
B

 or A
pplied G

eom
etry. If A

lgebra 1A
B

 
and/or G

eom
etry 1A

B
 have been com

pleted at interm
ediate school, 

students are still required to m
eet the 4 sem

ester rule during high 
school. Pass the C

A
H

SEE in m
athem

atics

Sciences
 

Four sem
esters of science to include: tw

o sem
esters of physical science 

w
ith lab, and tw

o sem
esters of biological science w

ith lab


