
We have reached the end of a school year like no other.  Despite the many changes 
along the way, our students and staff have persevered together and grown stronger as 
a result.  Teachers have been challenged to make adaptations to bolster student 
engagement.  Support staff have  taken on additional roles and responsibilities to 
assist students with various parts of their day.  Parents, guardians and caregivers have 
been there every step along the way to support their children and the school staff.  It 
has definitely been a team approach that has allowed the school community at Orin 
Smith Elementary to stay-the-course during this unprecedented pandemic.

As we wind down the year, I would like to take this opportunity to wish our grade 5 
students success as they move on to Chehalis Middle School, and welcome our 
incoming grade 3 students.  

As we prepare for next school year, our hope is that we can get back to the level of 
normalcy that we’ve grown accustomed to in years past that will allow us to thrive 
together in 2022-2023.

With that, I would like to wish students, parents & caregivers, and school staff a safe, 
restful and rewarding summer. My hope is that we will all get the opportunity to 
spend quality time with family and friends and come back to school with a sense of 
rejuvenation in the fall.

All the best,
Rachel Dorsey, Principal

DATES TO REMEMBER:

05/04 Terrific Kid Awards
05/06 5th Grade Growth & Development Talks

Early Release at 1:20 PM
05/13 Character Award Assembly at 9:10 AM

Student Council Meeting 
05/18 Terrific Kid Awards
05/20 Cougar Card Reward
06/01 Terrific Kid Awards
06/03 Rose Award Presentation
06/06 5th Grade Music Concert
06/07 5th Grade Music Concert
06/10 Character Award Assembly at 9:10 AM
06/15 End of Year Assembly (Bikes & Books) 
06/16 Jeff Evans Magic Show

End of Quarter 4 - Grades Distributed
Last Day of School - Early Release at 12:05 PM

Thank you to Shop ‘N’ Kart for 

their generous donation of sheet 

cakes and to Jeremy’s Farm To 

Table for free brownie sundae 

coupons for our monthly Cougar 

Card and Character Awards! 

OSE Summer 
Office Hours:

June 20 - June 24
8:00 AM to 3:00 PM

The office will 
reopen on Monday, 

August 22!  
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM



Library Corner Read EVERY day! 

FEBRUARY
February was all about Award Winning Books!
We talked about the Newbery Award and 
Coretta Scott King Award, but the focus was 
on the Caldecott.  We read all Caldecott 
Nominee books, and voted on our favorite.  
The winner of the Caldecott was Watercress, 
but the winner at Orin Smith was Mel Fell!

MARCH
The genre focus for March was Fantasy.  The 
elements of a fantasy story were discussed, and fairy 
tale stories Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs and 
Goldie Socks and the Three Libearians were read.  
Dragons Love Tacos and Dragons Love Tacos 2 were 
also read and examined for their elements of fantasy 
(characters, setting, plot, theme, etc).

A few new titles to the Library:

THANK YOU PTA!!



Information from our School Safety Officer:

Popular emojis people use when 
communicating about drugs via text:

Percocet & Oxycodone Heroin

MDMA/Molly Cough Syrup Mushrooms

Marijuana Large Batch High Potency

Adderall Oxycodone Xanax

Methamphetamine

Dealer Advertising

More information can be found at:
getsmartaboutdrugs.govCheck it out: 



NEWS from our counselor, Mrs. Beattie! 

Room 407 studied the 
Redwoods and painted 

these pastels:

Access our Student Handbook 
Here:

Scan the following QR code to access 
our full Orin C. Smith Elementary Student 

Handbook:

APRIL’S 
CHARACTER 

TRAIT

FAMILY 
CHALLENGE

Here are some of our students that raised over $250 for the Kid’s Heart 
Challenge!  They got to throw a shaving cream pie at either Mr. Fox or Mr. 

Grunenfelder .  Nice work, kids!  What a great organization to support! 

OSE students 
raised almost 

$6,000!  



PIONEER FARMS FUN! 
Our 4th grade classrooms had Pioneer Farms come by and make 
hand-dipped taper candles!  They also brought all kinds of gadgets for 
students to check out from the 1880’s.  SO fun!  Thank you Chehalis PTA! 

Here are some of our 
Cougar Card winners 

enjoying delicious cake 
donated each month 

from Shop ‘N’ Kart.  
Keep up the good 

work, Cougars! 

Plan a family outing to Pioneer Farms!  
See the link below for more information! 

7716 Ohop Valley Road E., Eatonville, WA. 98328

Phone: 360-832-6300
Web: www.pioneerfarmmuseum.org

http://pioneerfarmmuseum.org/


Classroom News...

Here is a similar recipe to try at home:

1. 4 oz. White School Glue
2. ½ TBSP Baking Soda
3. Food Coloring (a few drops)
4. 1 TBSP Contact Solution

Mix all ingredients in order as listed. 

Mrs. Duncan and Mrs. Donahue’s classes have been working SO hard! We just finished 
reading “Dear Mr. Henshaw” together during language. We spent time discussing common 
themes, making inferences, assigning character traits, and answering comprehension 
questions. We are also challenging ourselves to read different genres. We love to read!  In 
math we have continued to learn about all things fractions. February and March focused on 
breaking fractions into unit fractions and finding equivalent fractions.  Looking ahead we are 
comparing fractions and adding and subtraction fractions. We are having so much fun in 
math!  Let’s have a marvelous and magical month of May!

Mrs. Karnofski, Mrs. Keller, and Mrs. Emery’s 
students have been working hard adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing 
fractions! Wow! We also celebrated Pi Day in 
math on March 14th by graphing the 
frequency of each of the numbers in the first 
100 digits of pi and also taste tested some real 
pie! Now we are learning how to calculate 
volume. Room 105 and Room 107 
mathematicians are doing a fantastic job! In 
science, we are learning the differences 
between physical and chemical changes. In 
ELA, both classes performed a Reader’s 
Theater titled Chicken Little. 

Here are fossils from the John Day Fossil 
Bed Monument in Oregon that 3rd 
Graders got to examine in February:



Farewell...
Here is a fun photo 

of a couple OSE 
students on 
TWOsday 

“Twin Day” 
(2/22/22)

5th Grade STEM Day! 

5th 
Grade DAY!!



Salmon Info & The Reptile Man: Here is a fun photo 
of a couple OSE 

students on 
TWOsday 

“Twin Day” 
(2/22/22)

BRING US YOUR RECEIPTS! 
Box Tops earnings pay for books for our library.  Our Box Tops 
Coordinator will scan your receipts for rewards!  All you have to do is drop 
off your receipts in our vestibule at school.  So reach out to your family 
members and start submitting your grocery receipts right away! 

*RECEIPTS MUST BE NO MORE THAN I WEEK OLD*

Receipt suggestions: Costco, Walmart, Safeway, Target, Fred 
Meyer, Albertsons! 

May SBAC Testing 
Schedule:

5/2: 5th ELA CAT Day 2
5th PT Part 1

5/3: 5th ELA CAT Day 3
5th PT Part 2
3rd ELA CAT

5/4: 3rd ELA CAT (Extra Day)

4th Math CAT
5/5: 3rd Makeups
5/6: 4th Math PT

5/10: 5th Math CAT
3rd ELA PT 

5/11: 3rd ELA PT (Extra Day)

4th ELA CAT
5/12: 5th Math PT

3rd Makeups

5/17: 3rd Math CAT 
4th ELA PT

5/18: 3rd Math CAT (Extra Day)

4th ELA PT
5/19: 3rd Math PT
5/20: 3rd Makeups

5/24: 3rd Extra Day as needed

5/25: 3rd Extra Day as needed

5/26: 3rd Extra Day as needed

Our 4th Graders are 
watching their Stream 
Team salmon grow! 

In just over a month these 
little friends will be released 
into the Newaukum river to 

begin their adventure! 

Need help for your 
household? 

The Reptile Man - Thank 
You Chehalis PTA! 



NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
Chehalis School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, 
sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other 
designated youth groups.  

Chehalis School District offers classes in many career and technical education (CTE) program areas, including Agriculture, Business and Marketing, Family and Consumer 
Sciences, Skilled and Technical Sciences, Health Sciences and STEM. Lack of English language proficiency will not be a barrier to admission and participation in career and 
technical education programs.

The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:

El Distrito Escolar de Chehalis no discrimina en ningún programa o actividad por sexo, raza, credo, religión, color, origen nacional, edad, estado veterano o militar, orientación 
sexual, expresión o identidad de género, discapacidad o el uso de un Guía de perros entrenados o un animal de servicio y proporciona igual acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros 
grupos juveniles designados. 

El Distrito Escolar de Chehalis ofrece clases en varias áreas con programas de educación vocacional y técnica (CTE), incluyendo Agricultura, Negocios y Mercadotecnia, 
Ciencias de la Familia y del Consumidor, Ciencias Técnicas y Calificadas, Ciencias de la Salud y STEM. La falta de dominio del idioma inglés no será una barrera para la 
admisión y participación en programas de educación profesional y técnica.

Los siguientes empleados han sido designados para manejar las preguntas y quejas de supuestas discriminaciones:

Tit le IX Coordinator
Athletic Director
Jeff Johnson
310 SW 16th Street
Chehalis, WA 98532
360-807-7235
j johnson2@chehalisschools.org

Section 504/ADA Coordinator
Director of Special Education
Katie Howell
2025 SW Salsbury Ave
Chehalis, WA 98532
(360) 807-7245 option 3
(360) 748-8767 Fax
khowell@chehalisschools.org

Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator
Debby Gregory
310 SW 16th Street
Chehalis, WA 98532
360-807-7200
dgregory@chehalisschools.org

Career and Technical Education Coordinator
Rick Goble
310 SW 16th Street
Chehalis, WA 98532
360-807-7235
rgoble@chehalisschools.org

Need help for 
your household? 

Nme: ______________________

4th grader, Rylan Zenkner, 
brought in his very cool 
frogs to share with the 
office!  

Here is a fun photo of a 
couple OSE students on 
TWOsday “Twin Day” 

(2/22/22)


