
January 2021 
 

What is a Charter School? 
• Charter schools are non-religious, tuition-free public schools that 

are open to all students.  
• They operate under a chartering contract and can be independent, 

single school sites or belong to a network of larger charter schools 
operated by an organization or board.  

• Charter schools operate as part of a Local Education Agency (LEA). 
• Charter schools are offered more flexibility with regard to 

instructional delivery and curriculum than traditional public 
schools, however, this comes with great accountability by their 
governing boards from year to year. (Source: Charter and ESSA) 

• Charter schools are public schools! 
 
 

What do Federal Charter School funds represent? 
• Funds are meant to provide support to states with a growing 

charter school sector. 
• The majority of funding (90%) goes to a one-time start up support 

to new charter schools. 
o Startup funding includes purchasing items like: desks, chairs, 

text books, computers, etc… 
• Schools older than 5 years are no longer eligible for those start-up 

funds. 
. 

How can Title I, Part A serve charter schools? 
• Funding for charter schools through Title I, Part A can be used in 

similar ways to traditional public schools. 
• Supplemental Services, not Supplant. 
• All Title I support is mean to enhance instruction, not replace it.  

 

 

Supplemental Services Include 
 

Schoolwide:  
• Creativity with positions for 

interventionists in the areas 
of Reading or Math.  

• Saturday School, to reinforce 
learning and increase student 
achievement. 

• After school programs to 
support what is being taught 
in the classroom daily.  

• Supplemental reading or math 
programs to build on core 
instruction. 

 

Resources: 
Charter and ESSA  
Charter Funding Explained  
Title I Funding/Charters  
Text of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (as 

        
  
 

Charter Schools and Title I, Part A 
 

Contact 

Bureau of Federal Educational 
Programs (BFEP) 

325 W. Gaines Street, Suite 348 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 
Title I, Part A Contact Lead 
Casey.Graham@fldoe.org  

 

https://www.transact.com/essa-charter-schools-ebook
https://charterassetmanagement.com/charter-school-funding-explained/#:%7E:text=Title%20I%20allows%20charter%20schools,academic%20standards%20of%20each%20state
https://www.publiccharters.org/latest-news/2015/04/23/title-i-funding-and-charter-schools-how-dollars-follow-or-dont-follow
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-748/pdf/COMPS-748.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-748/pdf/COMPS-748.pdf
mailto:Casey.Graham@fldoe.org

