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(K–12 Districts)

The Cassville R-IV School District recognizes that students in foster care face unusual educa'onal challenges. The
purpose of this policy is to provide foster care students with educational stability and remove barriers to, and provide
opportuni'es for, academic excellence for foster care students. In order to achieve this purpose, the district will
work collabora'vely with the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Educa'on (DESE) and the
Children's Division (CD) of the Missouri Department of Social Services.

Definitions

Foster Care  – Twenty-four-hour subs'tute care for children placed away from their parents/guardians and for whom
the CD has placement and care responsibility. This includes, but is not limited to, placement in foster family homes,
foster homes of rela'ves, group homes, emergency shelters, residen'al facili'es, childcare ins'tu'ons and pre-
adop've homes, regardless of whether the home, shelter, facility or ins'tu'on is licensed or receives payments from
the state.

Foster Care Student  – Any pre-K–12 student who is residing in a foster care se7ng in this state or who is awai'ng
foster care.

School of Origin – The school or preschool in which the student was enrolled at the 'me of placement in foster care.
If the student's placement changes, the school of origin is the school or preschool in which the student was enrolled
at the time of the change.

Liaison/Point of Contact

The district designates the following individual as the liaison for foster care students:

 

Special Education Director

1501 Main Street, Cassville, MO 65625

Phone (417) 847-4039 / Fax (417) 847-3017

The liaison will provide assistance regarding all aspects of the enrollment, placement, transfer and withdrawal of
children in foster care and serve as the point of contact for DESE and the CD. The liaison will also work with DESE
and the CD to implement the district's complaint resolution process.

Enrollment and Placement of Foster Care Students

Students in a foster care placement located within the boundaries of the district will be educated in the school of
origin unless it is not in the best interest of the student to do so. A student placed in the school of origin will remain
in the school of origin for the dura'on of the 'me he or she is in foster care. If it is not in the best interest of the
student to stay in the school of origin, the Cassville R-IV School District will immediately enroll the student, even if
the student is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment, and will contact the school of origin to
obtain relevant records.

Foster care students who a>end school in the district because a>ending the school of origin was not in their best
interest will be ini'ally placed in the same courses and programs the students were in while a>ending the previous
district to the extent this district offers such courses and programs. Such placements may include, but are not limited
to: honors classes; voca'onal, technical and career pathway courses; and Interna'onal Baccalaureate (IB), Advanced
Placement (AP), English Learner (EL), special educa'on and giCed programs. If necessary, the district will waive
course or program prerequisites or other precondi'ons for placement in courses or programs offered at the district.
ACer placement, the district may perform addi'onal evalua'ons to ensure that the student has been placed
appropriately and may change the student's placement after consultation with the student's foster parent.

Best-Interest Determination

Placement
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Within three days of the student enrolling, the liaison will organize a mee'ng or consulta'on to determine which
placement is in the best interest of the student. The mee'ng or consulta'on will include a representa've of the CD;
the foster parents; a representa've from the school of origin; the parents/guardians and student, if appropriate; and
any other person requested by the student, the foster parents or the CD who has a special rela'onship with the
student. These individuals will be considered the best interest determina'on (BID) team and, using child-centered
criteria, including the appropriateness of the current educa'onal se7ng and proximity to the school in which the
student is enrolled at the 'me, will determine the best placement for the student. Transporta'on costs will not be a
factor. If the BID team cannot reach a consensus regarding the best placement, the representa've from the CD will
make the final determination.

The district of placement may bill the district of residence for local tax effort in accordance with law.

Dispute Resolution

If the legal, puta've or biological parent (parent) or educa'onal decision maker disputes that the placement assigned
by the BID team or CD is in the student's best interest, the parent or educa'onal decision maker ("disputant") may
contact the liaison to implement the dispute resolu'on process. The liaison will provide the disputant with a copy of
the district's dispute resolution procedures and answer any questions about the resolution process.

Transportation

If the BID team determines that the school of origin is the best placement for a foster care student, the student will
be transported to the school of origin in accordance with the transporta'on plan developed in collabora'on with the
CD. Transporta'on will be provided promptly and in a cost-effec've manner in accordance with law. If there are
addi'onal costs incurred by the school of origin, the costs will be paid by the CD or the district or shared by the CD
and the district.

Transportation Disputes

Disputes over transportation will be handled in the same manner as disputes over placement.

Records

The foster care liaison will provide foster parents and other legal guardians access to student records. In accordance
with law, the district will allow a child-placement agency access to a foster care student's records for the purposes of
assis'ng the school transfer or placement of a student and fulfilling educa'onal case management responsibili'es
required by the juvenile officer or by law.

The liaison will ensure that student records are properly transferred between the Cassville R-IV School District and
any other district from or to which foster students transfer. When a request involves a foster care student, the liaison
will:

 

1.         Respond within three business days to a request for records by another district, and

2.         Request records from other districts within two days of enrolling a student.

Attendance

If a student in foster care is absent from school due to a decision by a court or child-placing agency to change the
student's placement or due to a verified court appearance or related court-ordered ac'vity, the grades and credit of
the student will be calculated as of the date the student leC school, and the district will not lower the student's grade
as a result of absence under these circumstances.

Programs and Activities

The district will encourage foster care students to par'cipate in extracurricular ac'vi'es and assist them in joining
extracurricular ac'vi'es. Locally imposed applica'on deadlines for par'cipa'on in extracurricular ac'vi'es will be
waived for foster care students who are otherwise eligible to par'cipate in the ac'vi'es. Par'cipa'on in ac'vi'es
governed by the Missouri State High School Ac'vi'es Associa'on (MSHSAA) will be permi>ed in accordance with
the rules established by MSHSAA. Foster care students are automatically eligible for participation in the district's free
nutrition program.



Graduation

In order to facilitate timely graduation of foster care students, the district will:

 

1.         Waive specific courses required for gradua'on if similar coursework has been sa'sfactorily completed in
another school. If such coursework is not waived, the district will provide reasonable jus'fica'on for the
denial.

 

2.         Accept the results of exit exams, end-of-course exams, na'onally norm-referenced tests or alterna've tes'ng
from another school to satisfy district testing requirements related to graduation.

 

3.         Accept for credit full or par'al coursework completed at the previous school a>ended in accordance with
district policy.

If a foster care student who enrolls in the district at the beginning of or during his or her senior year cannot meet the
district's gradua'on requirements by the end of the senior year, even aCer all alterna'ves have been considered, the
liaison will contact the student's previous district to determine whether the student is eligible to receive a diploma
from the previous school.

The Cassville R-IV School District will award a diploma to foster care students who transfer out of the district at the
beginning of or during the senior year if, considering all courses, tests and a>endance at the school to which the
student transferred, the student has met the Cassville R-IV School District graduation requirements.

* * * * * * *

Note:  The reader is encouraged to check the index located at the beginning of this section for other pertinent policies
and to review administrative procedures and/or forms for related information.


