UNITED STATES HISTORY/ADVANCED PLACEMENT US HISTORY

William Faulkner — 'The past is never dead. It's not even past.'

Mr. M. Brent Tomberlin, II

btomberlin@caldwellschools.com
Office Hours:  Before or after class or by appointment; Room 300

A Word about Journeys

Learning is a journey.  Think about the questions and thoughts that were on the minds of Lewis and Clark and the Corps of Discovery as they moved west in 1804.  What do you think soldiers were thinking on the eve of a battle?  How do you think the astronauts were feeling on the eve of the mission to the moon?  How you will think about and handle this journey in American history remains to be seen.  Your comprehension of history in this course must also be an intellectual and emotional journey.  Best wishes on your travels.

Welcome to American History.  Learning is an exciting adventure and United States History is a very important course because you should know some things about your country and the important people and ideas that have shaped it.  
2 Goals

Students will be able to learn and use historical information and be able to discuss important people, events, turning points, and issues in American history.
*Being a responsible citizen

*Being able to make good choices

*Finding connection with the past

Students will be able to learn and use historical information in order to register high scores on the Advanced Placement and North Carolina Final Exam (NCFE) examinations.

*If you listen and pay attention and keep up with your assignments – you will do well

*The point of the course is to learn American History and to read about American History and to discuss American History – if you do those things – the exam will take care of itself.

3 Rules

1.  Be Ready
*on time

*with writing instrument and paper

*in your seat ready to go

2.  Be Responsible

*turn in assignments on time – have your own work completed

*it’s your grade – you are responsible for checking the homework board, keeping up with missed assignments, turning in progress reports, 

*plagiarism will not be tolerated – see school’s policy on cheating

3.  Be Respectful
*no color pens or pencils

*no cell phones during class without prior approval

*sleeping will not help your score or level of achievement

*no slang terms or profanity used in class

*get your restroom done before class

Consequences:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

AP United States History exam is taken in early May.  It is not required for graduation.  A proper score on the exam qualifies selected students for college credit.  Students in American History 1 and 2 will take the North Carolina Final Exam for the respective course which will count about 20% of students’ final grade.

Texts Used

United States History
The Americans


McDougall 

AP US History
The American Pagean
t

Houghton, Mifflin, Harcourt

Grading

Homework (15%)

Daily Work (35%)


Tests (50%)

Textbook, workbook

Progress reports returned

Projects/Reports
Vocabulary checks

Vocabulary quizzes


Unit Tests

Reading activities

Journals



Midterms
Readings


Readings



Finals




Class activities/Video quizzes




Power Point quizzes
**Each student will receive 2 full progress reports each 9-week grading period.  The student is responsible for returning a signed copy to the instructor each time. 
*All late work will be penalized with a 30% score reduction with a 10% reduction for each following day the assignment is late

*Not putting your name on an assignment results in either a 30% score reduction or a 0 on the assignment – teacher discretion will be used

Materials for Class

Advanced Placement US History



US History

3 Ring Binder






3 Ring Binder

Composition book





Composition book









1 regular notebook (spiral)

*Your composition book will be used exclusively as your journal.  The journal will be taken up at least 3 times during a 9-week grading period and be worth 3 daily grades.  At the end of the 9 weeks and semester, the student will complete a grading period assessment of his/her journal and classwork (also in the journal).  This will count as a TEST grade each time.  If you do not turn in your journal – your grade will be affected.  Your spiral notebooks will be used for vocabulary and other assignments.  You will have a final journal assignment at the end of the semester which will result in a test grade.
Cell Phones

Cell phones are a tool to help students in the classroom.  Students will adhere to a policy of cell phone use.  Failure to adhere to the policy will result in a warning and or confiscation of the device.  Cell phones should operate on “OFF” or “Vibrate” while in class.
Restroom

Students are allowed to go to the restroom during class, but not during instruction time and at the discretion of the instructor.  Students must turn in their cell phone to the instructor before using the restroom and will get it back upon returning.
My work attitude
I will do my very best to help each student be successful academically, but each individual student is responsible for completing work.  Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated.
I work really hard not to give students homework on the weekends; however, students are very much encouraged to work ahead and keep up with assignments.  I highly suggest the use of a planner to help students keep up with work in all their classes.

I do give extra credit during each 9-week grading period.  You must turn in all extra credit assignments in using the EXTRA CREDIT FORM which is located at the end of your syllabus.
Student/Parent and Guardian/Teacher Agreement

Please sign the form on the next page to help all of us ensure student success.  Please don’t just sign it.  Read it and write the instructor a response by email.  If the student turns in the sheet and a parent/Guardian emails me a response – the student will receive a 100 for a test grade.  Now, that is a nice way to start the class.

PLEASE feel free to contact the instructor at any time or check the instructor website at:

https://www.caldwellschools.com/site/Default.aspx?PageID=15215
It can also be accessed through the South Caldwell High School webpage under teacher pages.  There you will find a calendar of upcoming events, tests, etc. and locate important power points, notes, and activities.
TEACHER, STUDENT, PARENT AGREEMENT
(Please fill out completely – this will be a student grade.  Tear off of syllabus and hand back into the teacher.  Thank You.)
I, _____________________, agree, as the course instructor, to notify the parent or guardian of each student by phone, email, or letter in order to let them know about any situations or issues that may arise with a student in this class.
I, ____________________, agree, as the student, to come to class, work hard, respect myself and others, and do all I can to be successful in this class.  I have the understanding that the instructor can pass or fail me, as the student, based on my overall course performance.  I also agree to discuss my academic performance with my parents and/or other adults in order to let them know how I am progressing academically.  I will let them know it is very important for them to contact the instructor if they have questions or concerns.

I, ____________________, as the parent or adult in this student’s life, agree to frequently check in with this student and the instructor regarding academic progress.  I understand that I can contact the instructor at btomberlin@caldwellschools.com or by calling South Caldwell high School at 828-396-2188.  I also understand that it is important to conference with the instructor as needed by attending Parent-Teacher night if possible – provided at least one night each semester.
Student Email


____________________

Parent Email


____________________

Student Cell Phone

____________________

Parent Phone (H) or (C) 
____________________

**Parent, what time is a good time to reach you regarding your student
NOTE TO PARENTS (PLEASE SEE BELOW)
From time to time, the instructor will show clips from movies which are rated PG-13 or R for language and/or violence.  These are important clips which will help the student understand important concepts for history.  There may also be some extra credit films shown after school with these ratings.  Will you please sign below to give your permission for your student to view film clips. If you choose not to sign, your student will be exempt from viewing without penalty.  Thank you for your understanding.
Extra Credit Form
You must fill out this form completely and include all attachments/material in order to receive extra credit consideration.

Name


_________________________

Assignment

_________________________

Why did you choose to do this extra credit? 

What are the main ideas from the assignment? (please be specific)
5 Interesting things from the assignment?

What are your ideas and reactions which come from the assignment?

How does the extra credit assignment “connect” to the things we have been talking about in class?

