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A response card is a piece of paper or board that can be repeatedly re-written on by learners and held in the air to show the teacher that they understand information. These are commonly small 8x12 white boards but can also be laminated pieces of construction paper that have A, B, C, D, and T/F written on them for learners to circle as questions are asked. 

The effectiveness of this intervention has been well documented and replicated in numerous studies from pre-school through college age learners. Research has found that student engagement is strongly associated with classroom disruption and linked to achievement. This strategy increases engagement, thereby decreasing disruption and improving achievement. 

Response cards are more effective than having a few students report or show work on the board, hand raising, and calling out because all learners participate every time. Moreover, responses are shown to the teacher providing some anonymity (singled out to share can be a trigger for challenging behavior). In addition, response cards allow teachers to take inventory of the whole class related to content mastery.
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