FIFTH GRADE ESSENTIALS
     Your are now the leaders of this school.  Every kindergartener through fourth grader is watching you….how you treat others, how you respond to teachers, bus drivers, guests in our building, and to one another.  You are a role model for others.
      You will respect the adults, students and property in this building.  How? Answer with “Yes ma’am, no sir”.  Make eye contact with someone when they are speaking.  If someone speaks in class, turn and look at them. When using the restroom, flush, wash your hands, and deposit the paper towel in the trash can.

      Support one another. If someone does something well, congratulate them.  Make supportive comments such as “I agree with ______”,   “She made a good point, but I feel …..”  . Build one another up, don’t tear down. We are a team, there is no “I” in team.
      If you win or do well at something, do not brag.  If you lose, do not show anger.  Anger is often a sign of weakness.  Comments like “I really enjoyed the competition, and I look forward to participating again,” shows strength and maturity.  If someone bumps into you, say excuse me, even if it might not have been your fault.  

      Show an interest in others.  If someone asks about your weekend, tell them and then ask them about theirs. Give respect to speakers at assemblies.  Look at the speaker, keep comments inside (unless they are asked for), and give attention forward.

      Let’s always remember what you have been taught-use please, thank you, excuse me.  Be appreciative of acts of kindness, gifts, etc. Shake the hand of visitors and look them in the eye as you greet them. Thank chaperones and volunteers for their time.

      Surprise others by performing random acts of kindness.  Go out of your way to do something surprisingly kind and generous for someone.  Examples might be picking up something someone drops, holding the door for someone, or helping someone carry something.

      Team up with your teachers.  Have homework completed each day.  Follow along in class and always put forth your best effort. As you transition between classes, the change will be swift, quiet, and orderly. This is for in-class transitions also. Follow each individual teacher’s in-class rules about getting out of your seat, participating in class, having water, etc.

      Respect each person in this room.  Substitutes, volunteers, teacher assistants, pull-out teachers and visitors are to be respected the same as your classroom teacher.

      Continually assess your area- classroom, gym, cafeteria, specialty classrooms.  Clean up after yourself.  This is being a responsible citizen.

      If something happens or someone is bothering you-please see your teacher, the counselor or the teacher assistant.  We are here to protect you and to ensure that everyone is safe. Please remember: Be positive and enjoy life.  Some things just aren’t worth getting upset over.  Keep everything in perspective and focus on the good in your life.
Accept that you are going to make mistakes.  Learn from them and move on.  No matter what the circumstances, always be honest.  Honesty generates respect.  

Be Baton’s VERY BEST each day. 
( Adapted from 5th grade FHES)
