August 28, 2017
Dear Parents,

Welcome back to another exciting year for the WLMS Chorus!  I am very excited about what lies ahead for our very talented students this year.  Our new school is gorgeous and the new chorus room is absolutely amazing.  I can’t wait to hear your children sing in this wonderful facility.  
Last year, we made history.  Four choruses went to NC District Choral Contest and all four earned a SUPERIOR rating.  I fully expect to repeat that tradition this year.  Mr. Reid and I are joining together this year to plan several very exciting events.  Much more information about this will come at a later date.

Attached you will find a calendar of events, information about our fundraisers, a list of rules and expectations, information about concert attire, and a supply list.  Please fill out the attached form and return no later than September 15, 2017.  If your child needs a black chorus polo shirt (all 6th grade students will need to purchase one, 7th and 8th can wear the one from last year if it still fits), please indicate the shirt size on the form.  The cost is $25 and is also due by Sept. 15, 2017.  Your student will receive a daily grade for returning the completed form.

Please keep the calendar of events in a safe place where you can find it and access it easily.   I would suggest sticking it on the refrigerator.  The calendar dates are very firm and will not change, but it is possible that times and locations could change, I will send you information as soon as I get it.  You can also check the school’s website for information concerning the chorus.  I will keep it updated on all of our upcoming events.  I also plan on communicating as much as possible through email, so please fill out the information form and send me your email address if you have one.  I will set up a chorus address book so I can send you all the same information that I give your children.

For those students that are new to the WLMS Chorus, I would like to welcome you to our family.  We have a lot of fun in the chorus, but we also learn very important qualities for life.  Chorus teaches how to be a team player, integrity, self-control, responsibility, perseverance, and respect.  Those are just a few of the rewards you will receive by being in the chorus at William Lenoir.    

Call or email me anytime with questions or concerns.  I welcome parent involvement and community donations.  If you would like to volunteer for the chorus or make a donation, just let me know.  Thank you so much for your support, we could NOT do it without YOU!!!!!!!

Sincerely,

Carla Reid

Director, WLMS Chorus

320-6406 (cell) 

726-3910 (work)
creid@caldwellschools.com
FUNDRAISERS

This year, the WLMS Chorus and the WLMS band will be joining together to do several fundraisers. Our first fundraiser will begin on Friday, Sept. 1.  Please be on the lookout for information from your child.  The money we raise will be used for your child’s music education, specifically to purchase music, pay for buses for field trips, and help off-set the cost of the many activities in which the Chorus participates.    

RULES 

The following rules will be posted in the classroom each day and the students will be expected to follow them.  It is very important that each student follow the rules.

1. Talk only at appropriate times

2. Be respectful to everyone

3. Bring pencils, not pens, to class everyday

4. No gum or candy allowed AT ALL.

5. No grooming. (looking in mirrors, combing or braiding hair, putting on lip gloss, etc.)

6. Do NOT play piano or other instruments without permission.

7. Keep hands and feet to yourself.

8. Cell phones will be confiscated if I hear them or they become a classroom disturbance.  Please see your student handbook for procedures regarding cell phone policy.

CONSEQUENCES

We will be implementing the school-wide Discipline Plan, CHAMPS.  Students will learn in each of their classes how the program works, it will involve a reward system as well as a demerit system.  
C – Conversation (How loud should I be talking?)

H – Help ( How does my teacher want me to receive help?)
A – Activities (What activities are we doing in class today?)
M – Movement (How am I expected to move around the room?)

P – Participation (How do I participate in class, what does my teacher expect?)

S – Success (What is the product of my hard work?)

EXPECTATIONS

Important!! Please read carefully:  Your child will be expected to attend all concert performances.  All concerts are required.  A test grade will be given to your student for every concert.  If they attend the concert and maintain appropriate concert behavior, they will receive a “100” on a test grade.  If they do not attend, they will receive a zero on a test grade.  Concert absences will not be excused unless I have spoken with the parent (no notes or letters will be accepted) and the reason for the absence is an emergency.

Every person in our chorus is important.  We need every member of our group in attendance at the concert to ensure a well-balanced sound.

Please let me know in advance if your child needs transportation to an event so I will have time to arrange a ride.
· Please Note:  All Performances are Required.
CONCERT ATTIRE

Each student will wear a WLMS chorus shirt, black skirt/dress pants, black tights or stockings (girls), black socks (boys), and black dress shoes.  These articles of clothing should be “Sunday Dress.”  Please do not wear denim, blue or brown pants or shoes, or knee highs (girls) that can be seen under your skirt.  All girls should wear plain black dress pants or skirts that are medium length, not really long or really short.  All boys should wear plain black dress pants, not jeans or pants that have designs or writing on them.  All students should wear black dress shoes, no flip flops allowed.
Please keep in mind a few things when you are purchasing skirts, pants and shoes for chorus.  

1. Your chorus shirts will be worn tucked-in at performances.  Please be sure to purchase a skirt that is not too tight fitting for a shirt to be tucked in. Boys, do not wear your pants very baggy as you also will have to tuck in your shirts.

2. Remember that you will wear this skirt/pants for the entire year.  Be sure to purchase an appropriate size and length that will grow with you throughout the school year.

3. It is difficult to find black skirts at certain times of the year.  Please do not wait until the spring to try to find a black skirt.  Right now is the best time to purchase because there are tons of fall fashions and back-to-school sales going on right now.

4. Please be modest in the length of your skirt.  Any skirt that is very short is not appropriate and will not be allowed at the performance.  If you have a question, I will be happy to look at the skirt before the concert and let you know if it is appropriate.

5. PLEASE do not wait to the last minute to get your concert attire!!! If you fail to come to the concert because you did not have a pair of black shoes, that is NOT an emergency and it will NOT be excused.  If money is an issue, please let me know and I will help in any way that I can, confidentially of course.

Students that are new to the WLMS Chorus will be expected to purchase a black WLMS Chorus shirt.   All 6th graders will need to purchase the shirt and any 7th or 8th graders that are new to the chorus OR those returning members that may have lost their shirts over the summer will need to buy a new shirt.  The shirts are $25.00 each.  Checks are payable to WLMS and are due no later than September 15, 2017.  

You can include your payment and your shirt size with this form.

SUPPLY LIST

All chorus students will need the following supplies for Chorus this year.  

Pencils

Chorus Shirt (order from me)

2 Pocket Folder

Please fill out and return this completed form along with $25 shirt fee (if applicable) by Sept. 15, 2017
Student Information Form and Shirt Order Form

Student Name: ____________________________________

Student Shirt Size: (Circle one)—only if you need a chorus shirt (all 6th graders need one)

Adult small   Adult medium   Adult large    Adult X Large  (any larger size can be order,

Just indicate what size you need on this form)
Youth small (6-8)    Youth medium (10-12)  Youth Large (14-16)
Parent Name: ________________________________________  

Parent Home #: ___________________     
Parent Work # : ___________________
Parent Cell Phone: _________________ ( Optional)
Email Address: _______________________________________

Best Time to Call: _____________________________________

     

Anything I need to know about your child (i.e. allergies, special needs, etc.):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Behavior Expectations for Chorus

1.  I will have a positive attitude toward Mrs. Reid in chorus.

2. I will have a positive attitude toward other students in chorus.

3. I will not talk back or disrespect Mrs. Reid.

4. I will not talk negatively to or about another student in chorus.

5. I will stand with my feet flat on the floor.

6. I will keep my hands to myself and by my side at all times.

7. I will keep my back straight and my shoulders back to ensure good breath support.

8. I will hold my head straight and keep it still.

9. I will keep my eyes on Mrs. Reid the entire time we are performing a song.

10.  I will stand still and focus on the music and my singing during the performance of a song.

11.  I will sit up straight if Mrs. Reid asks me to, I will do it without a bad attitude.

12. I will open my mouth tall and use good vowel shape when I sing.

13. I will sing to the best of my ability 100% of the time, I will not have to be asked to sing, being in chorus implies that I will be singing in the classroom at all times.

14. I will contribute to the success of the chorus, I will not behave with actions that will prevent the chorus from being successful.

Student Signature _________________________Date _________________

Parent Signature _________________________  Date _________________
