August 25, 2005

Dear Students and Parents,


As we begin the 2005 fall semester together, I wanted to take time to introduce myself to you and let you know of my expectations and what you can expect of me.  I am Jim Blanton this is my third year teaching at Hibriten High School.  I am a recent graduate of Appalachian State University and a former student of Hibriten as well.  I have just recently moved back to Caldwell County with my wife who teaches at South Caldwell.  

I am really excited about having your daughter/son in my Spanish class.  I know a foreign language to some may seem really difficult to learn but I can assure you with some hard work and determination it can be done.  I will not assign much written homework except for assignments we do not complete in class but it will be imperative to review for 15 to 20 minutes each night the things we covered that day in class so you do not fall behind.  If you do these things I can guarantee success in our Spanish class.  We will use many different tools to help us learn such as tapes, CD’s, videos, conversation, readings, and any other activities we as a class can agree will assist in our learning process.

Spanish requires a lot of participation to be successful.  Therefore all work missed during absences must be made up within five days in order to receive credit for each day.  Each student’s final grade consists of: quiz average 20%, homework 10%, participation 25%, and test average 45%.  Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in an automatic zero and other disciplinary referrals if needed.

For us to be successful we must have clear goals and good behavior.  Today in class we had our first meeting and we set goals, made classroom rules, and set consequences.  Please discuss this meeting with your student and let me know if I can help in any way.  Please feel free to contact me anytime.  My classroom is T-2 I will be there before school everyday or after school by appointment if your student needs any assistance from me.  I also have a new website that will be updated at least weekly.  The website will have all our assignments as well as quiz and test dates.  Feel free to contact me at school or by e-mail.  School:  758-7376

E-mail:  jblanton@caa.k12.nc.us 

Thank you for your support,

Jim Blanton

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand the above information.

Student Signature_____________________________  Date_____________________

Parent Signature______________________________  Date_____________________

Parent E-Mail & Phone Number ___________________________________________











