
A Look at the Israel Independence Day Festival

Houses in Israel are decorated with Israeli 
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Israel 

with a population of around 7.2 million people. 
Jerusalem is the capital and largest city in 
Israel. Jerusalem is a very old city. People 
have lived there for 3,000 years. Jerusalem 
is also a holy city to three world religions—
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The countries 
of Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt and Syria all border 
Israel. Israel also touches the Mediterranean 
Sea, and is only 290 miles long. It takes only 

to the other. 
The Sea of Galilee is the largest freshwater 

lake in Israel. The sea supplies Israel with 
drinking water and water for crop irrigation. 
The highest point is Har Meron and the Dead 

Sea the lowest point in Israel, but it is also 
the lowest elevation on Earth.

For thousands of years, people have 
fought for ownership of the land long called 
Palestine. When the ancient Jews left the 

area thousands of years earlier, Arabs (who 
now practice the Islamic religion) moved into 
the region. After World War II, most of 
the land became the country of Israel and a 
homeland for the Jews. The Arabs were angry 
and claimed Palestine was really theirs. A war 
erupted very quickly. The people of Israel 

in the region. Since then, there have been 

of agreements gave Palestinians self-rule 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. But some 
Arabs still call for the destruction of Israel, 

Israel, terrorist groups and the Palestinian 
government.

Israeli people enjoy lots of sports—soccer 
and basketball are the most popular. Diamond 
cutting and polishing is an important industry 
in Israel, and the main exported crops are 
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Seder Foods
Roasted egg:

Haroset:

Green vegetables:

Bitter herbs (horseradish):
Bone of a lamb:

Matzo:

Hebrew Writing 

Wailing Wall

King Solomon 
was the son of 
King David. His 
mother was named 
Bathsheba. He 
ruled Israel for 40 
years. Solomon’s 
kingdom stretched 
from Egypt to Syria 
and as far east as 
Mesopotamia.

When his dad 
died, young Solomon 
had a dream where 
God asked Solomon what he wanted most. Solomon said 
that he wanted to understand right from wrong. Solomon 
became known as the wisest man in the world. 

King Solomon made many decisions during his rule. 
One decision involved two mothers. Each had had a baby, 
but one woman’s baby died. One night, the woman whose 
baby had died took the other woman’s child and claimed 
the baby was hers. The woman whose child was taken 
asked Solomon to help her prove the baby was truly hers. 
Solomon ordered one of his soldiers to cut the baby in 
half so each mother could have part of the child. The 
baby’s real mother, who had asked Solomon to help her, 
said not to do such a thing. She would stop claiming the 
baby was hers if her baby could live. The other woman, 
who had stolen the child, thanked Solomon for his wise 
decision. To whom do you think Solomon gave the baby? 

The Ark of the Covenant was placed here. The Ark held 
the Ten Commandments Moses received at Mount Sinai.  

Between 960 and 922 B.C. during King Solomon’s rule, 
the Israelites had much peace and prosperity and trade 
with neighboring lands. It is said that Solomon had 
12,000 horses with horsemen and 1,400 chariots. He built 
many buildings, including a palace that took 13 years to 

city. Some criticized Solomon for taxing such buildings 
and using slaves to work on many of the projects. 

Some also say Solomon wrote most of the Book 
of Proverbs in the Bible. When Solomon died, the 12 
Israelite tribes fought and divided into the Kingdom of 
Judah and the Kingdom of Israel.

Why was the Dead 

The Dead Sea has its name because other 
than some tiny green algae, nothing lives in it—

this body of water because it is too salty, more 
than six times saltier than ocean water. Located 
between the countries of Jordan and Israel, the 
Dead Sea is actually a lake and not a sea. This 
body of water is 48 miles long and about 3 to 11 

so the only water that leaves the sea leaves by 
evaporation. That’s what makes it so salty. And 
over time it gets saltier. Did you know that you 
wouldn’t sink if you swam in the Dead Sea? The 

body of water in the United States?

Have you ever stood up to someone much bigger than you? There is a 
story about a battle that took place between David (who would go on to 
become King David) and a giant named Goliath. Goliath stood 9 feet tall 
and was a strong warrior. David was a shepherd boy. His father sent David 

was one of the Philistine soldiers. 
Goliath shouted to King Saul’s army 
that just one of the men should come 

Goliath, all of Saul’s army would become 
slaves to the Philistines. If Goliath lost, 
the Philistines would become the 
slaves. 

because of his height, long sword and 
huge shield. Young David said he would 

armor or sword. Using just his slingshot 

Goliath. One of the stones 
knocked Goliath to the 
ground. David had 
defeated the 
giant! 

David and Goliath



  Name ______________________________________
ACROSS
3. belief in one God
4. Jewish holiday that marks ancestors’ journey 

out of Egypt
7. salty body of water that borders Israel and 

Jordan
10. ancient name for Palestine
11. time of very little food

DOWN
1. agreement with God
2. city that is holy to the Jews, Christians and 

Muslims
5. wise king of the ancient Israelites 
6. name for the Passover meal
8. word meaning peace or hello
9.

In 1947, shepherds found 
some old scrolls in a cave 
near the Dead Sea. These 

writings, about 800 documents written on papyrus and 
2,000 years old, were inside jars. Remember, papyrus 
was the paper the ancient Egyptians used. Historians 
put 15,000 fragments of paper back together 
like a huge jigsaw puzzle. The documents contain 
information on Jewish beliefs and the beginning 
of Jesus’ time. Pretend you are a shepherd who 
accidentally found the jars or a researcher working 
on putting the fragments together. Write a diary 
entry about your day. Remember to check for proper 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our 
paper, please write to us at feedback@studiesweekly.com.

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight 
all proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. 

answers and get ready for this week’s test.

Clarity of Expression: 

Thomas Paine and ‘Common Sense’

The cover of Common Sense,
the pamphlet.


