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The Interstate Commerce Act

Issue:

Washburn vs. Ilfinois (1886):
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" Lives on-credit till the fali;

When the farmer comes to town

With his wagon broken down,

Oh, the farmer is the man who feeds them all.
If you'l only look and see

I'think you:wili agree

That the farmer is.the man who feeds them all.”

“The farmer i is the mah,

The farmer s the tan;.

Then they take him by the hand

And they lead him from the land,

The middleman’s the one who gets it all.
When the banker says he's broke,

“And the merchant’s up in smoke,

They forget that it's the farmer feeds them all.
It would put them to thetest °

If the farmer took a rest,

Then they’'d know that it’s the farmer feeds
them all.

_ freight rates have been especially burdensome {o the farmers, who are far from thelr selling and buvmg

, parttmpatlon of the railways,in pohtlcs At every polltlcal convention thelr emlssarles are, present with

Nothing has done more to injure the fwestern] region than these freight rates. The railroads
have retarded its growth as much as they first hastened it. The rates are often four times as large as
eastern rates...The extorticnate {expensuve] character of the frenght rates has been recogmzed by all
parties, and hall have pledged themselves to lower them, but no state west of the Missouri has been
able to do so.

) Railways have often acqulred mines and other properties by placmg such high freight rates
upon their products-that they owner was compelled-to sell at.the'rallroad cofnpanies’own: terms. These

markets, thus robbing them in both directions.
Another fact which as incited the farmer against corporations is the bold and unblushlng

blandishments and passes and othér’ practical argments to'securé ‘the nomination of their friends. The
sessions of these legislatures are disgusting scenes of bribery and debauchéry.[wickedness]. There is
not an attorney or prominence in western towns who does not carry passes [free tickets for unlimited
trips] or has had the opportunity to do so..By these means, the railroads have secured an iron grip
upon tegislatures and officers, while no redress [compensation)] has been given to the farmer.

a Thé fand question also is a.souree of righteous complamt Much of the land of the West,
instead of being held for actual settlers, has been bought up by speculators and eastern syndicates
{businiesses) in-large tracts. They have done nothingto imptove the fand and have simply waited for the
inevitahle settler who bought a small “patch” and proceeded to cultivate it. While he had prospered so
that he needed more land, he found that his own labor had |ncreased tremendously the value of the
adjacent land... -
Closely connected with the land abuse are the money grievances. As his financial condition
grew mare serious, the farmer could not make payments on his land. Or he found that with rulmg
prices, he could not seII his produce ata profit. In either case he. nesded money, to make-the pavment
or maintain himself until prices should rise. When he went to the monevlenders, these men told him
the money was very scarce, that they rate of interest was rapldly rising...




