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TARANTULATARANTULA

OVERVIEWOVERVIEW

Tarantulas give people the creeps because they have large, hairy bodies and legs. While these large
spiders can take a painful bite out of a human, a tarantula's venom is weaker than from a typical bee
sting. 

Tarantulas move slowly on their eight hairy legs, but they are accomplished nocturnal predators.
Insects are their main prey, but they also target bigger game, including frogs, toads, and mice.
Tarantulas are burrowers and typically live in the ground. 

There are hundreds of tarantula species found in most of the world's tropical, subtropical, and desert
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While these large spiders can take a painful bite out of a human, a tarantula's venom is weakerWhile these large spiders can take a painful bite out of a human, a tarantula's venom is weaker
than that from a typical bee sting.than that from a typical bee sting.
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Tarantulas spin silk, but they hunt their prey rather than catching it in a web.Tarantulas spin silk, but they hunt their prey rather than catching it in a web.

Photograph by Skydie, Dreamstime

There are hundreds of tarantula species of different colors and behaviors.There are hundreds of tarantula species of different colors and behaviors.
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HEAVIER HEAVIER THAN ATHAN A
U.S. PENNYU.S. PENNY 33  ozoz 0.080.08  ozoz

SHORTER SHORTER THAN ATHAN A
TEASPOONTEASPOON 4.754.75  inin 66  inin

SCIENTIFIC NAMESCIENTIFIC NAME

Aphonopelma sp.
 FAMILY NAMEFAMILY NAME

Theraphosidae

ENDANGERED STATUSENDANGERED STATUS

NOT EVALUATEDNOT EVALUATED

 CLASSIFICATIONCLASSIFICATION

Invertebrate

LIFE SPANLIFE SPAN

30 years
 DIETDIET

Carnivore

 RANGERANGEHABITATHABITAT

Grassland

DIVE DEEPERDIVE DEEPER

There are hundreds of tarantula species found in most of the world's tropical, subtropical, and desert
regions. They vary in color and behavior according to their specific environments. A tarantula doesn't
use a web to trap its prey, though it may spin a trip wire to signal an alert when something
approaches its burrow. These spiders grab with their legs, inject paralyzing venom, and then bite
their prey with their fangs. They also secrete digestive enzymes to liquefy their victims' bodies so that
they can suck them up through their strawlike mouth openings. Yum! 

Tarantulas have few natural enemies, except for the parasitic pepsis wasp, which can paralyze a
tarantula with its sting and lay its eggs on the spider's body. When the wasp eggs hatch, the larvae
chow down on the still living tarantula. Tarantulas shed their external skeletons in a process called
molting. During the process, they also replace internal organs, such as stomach lining, and can even
regrow lost legs.
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CHECK OUT THIS AWESOME VIDEO!CHECK OUT THIS AWESOME VIDEO!
JACK FINDS A TARANTULA ON HIS WAY TO COLLECT VENOM FROM A DJACK FINDS A TARANTULA ON HIS WAY TO COLLECT VENOM FROM A D……
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EP. 8EP. 8

MORE

AMAZING ANIMALS
TARANTULA - EP. 13TARANTULA - EP. 13

MORE

FEARLESS ADVENTURES WITH JACK …
A BITING TARANTULA ANDA BITING TARANTULA AND
VENOMOUS DEATH ADDER - EP.VENOMOUS DEATH ADDER - EP.
55 MORE

PARTY ANIMALS
SPOOKY SPIDER - EP. 8SPOOKY SPIDER - EP. 8

MORE

INCREDIBLE INSECTS

SPARKLEMUFFIN AND FRIENDS - EP. 15SPARKLEMUFFIN AND FRIENDS - EP. 15
MEET SPARKLEMUFFIN, SKELETORUS, AND ELEPHANS, THREE RECENTLY
IDENTIFIED PEACOCK SPIDERS! JUST A QUARTER INCH LONG, MALE PEACOCK
SPIDERS ARE KNOWN FOR THEIR BRIGHTLY COLORED BACKS AND MATING
DANCES! VIDEO BY JÜRGEN OTTO MORE
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TOP TEN NEW SPECIESTOP TEN NEW SPECIES
CHECK OUT THE LIST!

MOMENT OF AWW!MOMENT OF AWW!
SEE SOME SCARY-CUTE ANIMALS.

BLACK WIDOW SPIDERBLACK WIDOW SPIDER
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