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H
ow

 T
he

y 
A

re
 D

iff
er

en
t

• 
Re

pt
ile

s 
ha

ve
 d

ry
, s

ca
ly

 s
kin

.
• 

 M
os

t r
ep

til
es

 h
at

ch
 fr

om
 e

gg
s 

w
ith

 
le

at
he

ry
 s

he
lls

 th
at

 a
re

 la
id

 o
n 

la
nd

.
• 

 A
t b

irt
h,

 m
os

t r
ep

til
es

 lo
ok

 li
ke

  
th

ei
r p

ar
en

ts
.

• 
 A

m
ph

ib
ia

ns
 h

av
e 

m
oi

st
 s

kin
 w

ith
 n

o 
sc

al
es

.
• 

 A
m

ph
ib

ia
ns

 c
om

e 
fro

m
 e

gg
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
no

 
sh

el
ls.

 T
he

 e
gg

s 
ar

e 
la

id
 in

 m
oi

st
 p

la
ce

s.
• 

 A
t b

irt
h,

 m
os

t a
m

ph
ib

ia
ns

 d
o 

no
t l

oo
k 

 
lik

e 
th

ei
r p

ar
en

ts
.

W
at

er
 d

ra
go

n

Ea
st

er
n 

sp
ot

te
d 

ne
w

t

REPTILES
D

inosaurs w
ere reptiles.  

M
any reptiles living today 

are related to dinosaurs.

O
n the next pages  

w
e w

ill learn about  
these reptile relatives.

A
lligators
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H
ow

 They A
re D

ifferent
• Reptiles have dry, scaly skin.
•  M

ost reptiles hatch from
 eggs w

ith 
leathery shells that are laid on land.

•  A
t birth, m

ost reptiles look like  
their parents.

•  A
m

phibians have m
oist skin w

ith no scales.
•  A

m
phibians com

e from
 eggs that have no 

shells. The eggs are laid in m
oist places.

•  A
t birth, m

ost am
phibians do not look  

like their parents.

W
ater dragon

Eastern spotted new
t

RE
PT

IL
ES

D
in

os
au

rs
 w

er
e 

re
pt

ile
s.

  
M

an
y 

re
pt

ile
s 

liv
in

g 
to

da
y 

ar
e 

re
la

te
d 

to
 d

in
os

au
rs

.

O
n 

th
e 

ne
xt

 p
ag

es
  

w
e 

w
ill 

le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t  

th
es

e 
re

pt
ile

 re
la

tiv
es

.

A
llig

at
or

s
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This is a book about 
reptiles and am

phibians. 
Som

e are slithery. 
A

nd som
e are slim

y. 

By the end of this book,  
you w

ill know
 the difference 

betw
een reptiles and am

phibians.  
You w

ill also learn fun facts  
about these am

azing anim
als.

Red-eyed tree frog
Python

H
ow

 T
he

y 
A

re
 th

e 
Sa

m
e

• 
 Re

pt
ile

s 
an

d 
am

ph
ib

ia
ns

 h
av

e 
ba

ck
bo

ne
s.

• 
Th

ey
 b

re
at

he
 a

ir.

• 
 Th

ei
r b

od
y 

te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

 
ch

an
ge

s.
 It

 c
ha

ng
es

 w
ith

 
th

e 
te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
 o

f t
he

 a
ir 

an
d 

w
at

er
 a

ro
un

d 
th

em
.  

Th
ey

 g
et

 w
ar

m
th

 fr
om

  
th

e 
he

at
 o

f t
he

 s
un

.
Bo

x 
tu

rtl
e

Le
op

ar
d 

fro
g
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Th
is 

is 
a 

bo
ok

 a
bo

ut
 

re
pt

ile
s 

an
d 

am
ph

ib
ia

ns
. 

So
m

e 
ar

e 
sli

th
er

y.
 

A
nd

 s
om

e 
ar

e 
sli

m
y.

 

By
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
is 

bo
ok

,  
yo

u 
w

ill 
kn

ow
 th

e 
di

ffe
re

nc
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

re
pt

ile
s 

an
d 

am
ph

ib
ia

ns
.  

Yo
u 

w
ill 

al
so

 le
ar

n 
fu

n 
fa

ct
s 

 
ab

ou
t t

he
se

 a
m

az
in

g 
an

im
al

s.

Re
d-

ey
ed

 tr
ee

 fr
og

Py
th

on

H
ow

 They A
re the Sam

e
•  Reptiles and am

phibians have 
backbones.

• They breathe air.

•  Their body tem
perature 

changes. It changes w
ith 

the tem
perature of the air 

and w
ater around them

.  
They get w

arm
th from

  
the heat of the sun.

Box turtle

Leopard 
frog
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Tu
rt

le
s

D
iff

er
en

t t
ur

tle
s 

liv
e 

in
 d

iff
er

en
t 

pl
ac

es
. T

or
to

ise
s 

liv
e 

on
 la

nd
.  

Tr
ue

 tu
rtl

es
 s

pe
nd

 m
os

t o
f t

he
ir 

liv
es

 in
 th

e 
w

at
er

. S
ea

 tu
rtl

es
 li

ve
 

on
ly

 in
 th

e 
sa

lty
 w

at
er

 o
f t

he
 

w
or

ld
’s

 o
ce

an
s.

D
es

er
t t

or
to

ise

H
aw

ks
bi

ll 
se

a 
tu

rtl
e

Bo
x 

tu
rtl

e

A
lligators have 

pow
erful jaw

s.

A
n alligator hides m

ost of its body in the w
ater.

Crocodiles and A
lligators

These reptiles have m
any sharp 

teeth. Som
e crocodiles and 

alligators w
ere around w

hen 
dinosaurs w

alked the earth.
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Turtles
D

ifferent turtles live in different 
places. Tortoises live on land.  
True turtles spend m

ost of their 
lives in the w

ater. Sea turtles live 
only in the salty w

ater of the 
w

orld’s oceans.

D
esert tortoise

H
aw

ksbill sea turtle

Box turtle

A
llig

at
or

s 
ha

ve
 

po
w

er
fu

l j
aw

s.

A
n 

al
lig

at
or

 h
id

es
 m

os
t o

f i
ts

 b
od

y 
in

 th
e 

w
at

er
.

Cr
oc

od
ile

s 
an

d 
A

lli
ga

to
rs

Th
es

e 
re

pt
ile

s 
ha

ve
 m

an
y 

sh
ar

p 
te

et
h.

 S
om

e 
cr

oc
od

ile
s 

an
d 

al
lig

at
or

s 
w

er
e 

ar
ou

nd
 w

he
n 

di
no

sa
ur

s 
w

al
ke

d 
th

e 
ea

rth
.
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Li
za

rd
s

A
ll 

liz
ar

ds
 a

re
  

co
ve

re
d 

w
ith

 s
ca

le
s.

 
Liz

ar
ds

 c
om

e 
in

 
m

an
y 

siz
es

, s
ha

pe
s,

 
an

d 
co

lo
rs

.
C

ha
m

el
eo

n

Sa
ge

br
us

h 
liz

ar
d

Snakes
Som

e snakes are venom
ous 

(poisonous), but m
ost are not.  

Snakes shed their skin w
hen 

it becom
es too tight.

Red tail boa (nonvenom
ous)

Rattlesnake (venom
ous)
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Lizards
A

ll lizards are  
covered w

ith scales. 
Lizards com

e in 
m

any sizes, shapes, 
and colors.

C
ham

eleon

Sagebrush lizard

Sn
ak

es
So

m
e 

sn
ak

es
 a

re
 v

en
om

ou
s 

(p
oi

so
no

us
), 

bu
t m

os
t a

re
 n

ot
.  

Sn
ak

es
 s

he
d 

th
ei

r s
kin

 w
he

n 
it 

be
co

m
es

 to
o 

tig
ht

.

Re
d 

ta
il 

bo
a 

(n
on

ve
no

m
ou

s)

Ra
ttl

es
na

ke
 (v

en
om

ou
s)
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Sa
la

m
an

de
rs

 a
nd

 N
ew

ts
M

an
y 

sa
la

m
an

de
rs

 a
nd

 n
ew

ts
 h

av
e 

bo
di

es
 s

ha
pe

d 
lik

e 
liz

ar
ds

. 
Bu

t t
he

ir 
sli

m
y 

sk
in

 te
lls

 u
s 

th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 a
m

ph
ib

ia
ns

.

M
ar

bl
ed

 s
al

am
an

de
r

Re
d 

ne
w

t

Special A
m

phibians
Som

e am
phibians  

do not have legs.  
M

ost of them
 live on land.  

A
 few

 live in w
ater. 

They look like earthw
orm

s, 
but they have very sharp 
teeth.

South A
m

erican caecilian

Rubber eel
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Salam
anders and N

ew
ts

M
any salam

anders and new
ts have bodies shaped like lizards. 

But their slim
y skin tells us that they are am

phibians.

M
arbled salam

ander
Red new

t

Sp
ec

ia
l A

m
ph

ib
ia

ns
So

m
e 

am
ph

ib
ia

ns
  

do
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

le
gs

.  
M

os
t o

f t
he

m
 li

ve
 o

n 
la

nd
.  

A
 fe

w
 li

ve
 in

 w
at

er
. 

Th
ey

 lo
ok

 li
ke

 e
ar

th
w

or
m

s,
 

bu
t t

he
y 

ha
ve

 v
er

y 
sh

ar
p 

te
et

h.

So
ut

h 
A

m
er

ica
n 

ca
ec

ilia
n

Ru
bb

er
 e

el
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A
M

PH
IB

IA
N

S
M

an
y 

am
ph

ib
ia

ns
 s

pe
nd

 
tim

e 
bo

th
 o

n 
la

nd
 a

nd
  

in
 w

at
er

.  
Th
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Frogs and Toads
Frogs are som

e of the  
best leapers on Earth.  
Toads have shorter hind legs 
and fatter bodies than frogs. 
They hop or craw

l instead  
of leaping.

Pacific tree frog
A

m
erican toad
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M
any am

phibians spend 
tim

e both on land and  
in w

ater.  
There are three different 
groups of am

phibians.  
Turn the page to learn 
about them

.

M
any toads and frogs have expandable throat sacs.
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Reptiles and  
am

phibians are  
im

portant m
em

bers  
of the w

eb of life.  
Like all other  
anim

als, they  
have a place in  
our w

orld. W
e  

need to protect  
their hom

es and help 
them

 to stay alive.
H

aw
ksbill sea turtles are endangered.
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M
any reptiles and am

phibians are endangered.  
Som

e have already becom
e extinct (w

iped out com
pletely). 

M
any of their hom

es have been polluted and destroyed. The Texas blind
salam

ander is 
endangered 
because it is 
losing its w

ater 
habitat. 
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