
 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 
Beginning in July 1959, the two-year-old chimpanzee was trained under the direction of 
neuroscientist Joseph V. Brady at an Air Force Laboratory to do simple tasks in response to electric 
lights and sounds. During his training, Ham was taught to push a lever within five seconds of seeing 
a flashing blue light if he could pull the lever in time he earned him a banana. 

What makes Ham's mission different from all the other primate flights to this point is that he was not 
merely a passenger, he had a task to complete! 
On January 31, 1961, Ham was secured in a Project Mercury mission designated MR-2 and 
launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida, on a his space flight. Ham's vital signs and tasks were 
monitored by sensors and computers on Earth. The capsule suffered a slight loss of pressure during 
the flight, but Ham's space suit kept him safe. Ham's lever-pushing performance in space was only a 
fraction of a second slower than on Earth, demonstrating that tasks could be performed in space. 
Ham's capsule splashed down in the Atlantic Ocean and was recovered by a rescue ship later that 
day. His only physical injury was a bruised nose. His flight was 16 minutes and 39 seconds long.  

 
 



 



 
James Arthur Lovell Jr. (born March 25, 1928) is a former NASA astronaut, Naval Aviator, 
mechanical engineer, and retired Navy captain. In 1968, he was a pilot of Apollo 8, he became one 
of the first three humans to fly to and orbit the Moon. He then led the 1970 Apollo 13 lunar mission 
which had a critical failure while in flight only circled around the Moon and returned safely to Earth 
instead of landing on the moon. He was able to land safely with the help of his crew and mission 
control. 

Lovell had previously flown on two Gemini missions, Gemini 7 in 1965 and Gemini 12 in 1966. He 
was the first person to fly into space four times. 
One of 24 people to have flown to the Moon, Lovell was the first person to fly to it twice. He is a 
recipient of the Congressional Space Medal of Honor and the Presidential Medal of Freedom (in 
1970. He is a co-author of the 1994 book Lost Moon, on which the 1995 film Apollo 13 was based. 

 
 
 
 



 
Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin  (9 March 1934 – 27 March 1968) was 
a Soviet Air Forces pilot and cosmonaut who became the first human to 
journey into outer space, achieving a major milestone in the Space Race; 
his capsule Vostok 1 completed one orbit of Earth on 12 April 1961. 
Gagarin became an international celebrity and was awarded many medals 
and titles, including Hero of the Soviet Union, his nation's highest honor. 
 


