
 
 

Based on this document, why did many white Americans support the Chinese Exclusion Act? 

 
Document A — Anti-Chinese Play, 1879 

 

 

 
Document B — “The Chinese Question” 

 

 

 
Document C — Workingmen Speech 

 

 

 
Document D — Lew Chew’s Autobiography 

 

 

Directions—Read the provided primary source documents (found on my website). For each, write any evidence you find to explain what led to the 

Chinese exclusion Act of 1882 (if you can, try to provide a quote to support your reasoning). 



Part I: 

 

Using the timeline, write a HYPOTHESIS for why the Chinese          

Exclusion Act was passed in 1882. 

 

 

 

 

 

Part II: 

 

Using evidence from both the timeline AND Documents A-D, answer 

the following question in complete sentences: 

 

“Why did Americans pass the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882?” 

What factors contributed to the Chinese Exclusion Act? 


