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Energy and Sustainability presents…
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Hydrofracking is a technique employed during drilling that uses water to fracture layers of rock increasing permeability and maximizing the recovery of fossil fuels, particularly natural gas.

Hydrofracking is a controversial process that has raised much concern due to the potential for serious negative impacts including safety concerns, poor land management, decrease in property values, disruption of ecosystems, and contamination of drinking water.  The negative consequences of hydrofracking are being well documented in areas such as Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Pennsylvania where this process has been used extensively.  Natural gas is being hailed as a cleaner alternative to coal and oil and many argue that the United States needs to tap our natural gas resources to reduce dependency on foreign oil and keep fuel prices down for a constantly growing demand for energy.  The hydrofracking process makes possible the procurement of gas reserves that have been previously unattainable.
 In New York State, a state rich in natural gas deposits, there is a moratorium that bans the practice of hydrofracking.  At present, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is engaging in a study of the environmental impact of hydrofracking.  This study is expected to be completed in May 2011.  Based on the conclusions of this study, your NYS representatives may or may not issue legislation that may or may not result in the end of the moratorium on hydrofracking in NYS and open our NYS lands to exploitation by the natural gas industry.
On Friday 4/29/2011 join us in the large group lecture room (262) for a community meeting where we will discuss the controversial issue of natural gas drilling and hydrofracking from the Marcellus shale surrounding our fictional Southern Tier town- Artemis
Agenda (Speaker)
Day 1
I. Energy resources in New York’s Southern Tier
(Ms. Helia Zand, Department of Energy)
II. The role of natural gas in New York’s future energy portfolio
(Mr. Chris Wool, sales manager, Upstate Gas and Oil Inc.)
III. The pros and cons of natural gas as an energy resource
(Dr. Ahra Gho, Ph.D Energy Sciences Department, SUNY BHS)
IV. The Marcellus Shale- a geological history
(Dr. Max Rubenstein, Ph.D geological sciences, Cuba College)
V. Extraction of natural gas from the Marcellus shale
(Ms. Laura Tucker, engineer, Great Gas and Oil Inc.)
VI. Demonstration of the hydrofracking process
(Mr. Nicolas Zarcone, engineer, Great Gas and Oil Inc.)
VII. Preparing natural gas for the end user
(Mr. Stas Abel, plant manager, Great Gas and Oil Inc.)
VIII. How will natural gas production benefit Artemis?
(Mr. Corbin Griffin, Mayor of Artemis, NY.)
Day 2

I. Natural gas- boon or bane?
(Mr. Chris Holm Ph.D, professor of alternative energies, Southern Tier Tech.)
II. The ecological nightmare of hydrofracking- a case study
(Ms. Madelyn O’Neill, associate professor ecological studies, SUNY Hornell)
III. The social, demographic, and economic  impact of natural gas drilling on local communities-a  case study.
(Mr. Jesse Ellis-Wexler, University of New York at Portage)
IV. The possible link between hydrofracking and community health crises- a case study
(Mr. Aaron Herting, National Institute of Health)
V. Drinking water and the risk of contamination by hydrofracking- case study.
(Mr. Etan Bennett, NYSWA)
VI. Obscene practices for obscene profits- why they win and we lose
(Mr. Alex Elkins, President of NIMBY)
VII. Our plan to prevent hydrofracking in New York State.
(Ms. Bobbi Lesser, local member and spokeswoman for Sierra club.)

Also appearing in video interview
Mr. Eliot Cary, owner of local dairy farm who shares his experience with hydrofracking and its impacts on his farm.

Also appearing in a news broadcast

Ms. Mary Reinoso, resident of a town taken over by gas wells and experiencing multiple health related issues believed to be related to hydrofracking (the baby’s name is Hank Jr.).
From CSPAN

Mr. Luke Buckett (R ) Congressman from 31st congressional district

