Candide

Essay

Directions:  

Using the following prompt, write a formal essay.  Your essay should evolve from your own ideas as a reader, rather than, for example, ideas influenced by criticism you may have read.  Again, you are NOT to include evidence from the criticism.  I am interested in seeing how well you are able to form a hypothesis about the text and prove, through a logical sequence of evidence and explanation, how you know this thesis to be true.  

Consider this:

Satire can be described as the literary art of diminishing or derogating a subject by making it ridiculous and evoking toward it attitudes of amusement, contempt, scorn or indignation… Satire has usually been justified by those who practice it as a corrective of human vice and folly; Pope remarked that “those who are ashamed of nothing else are so of being ridiculous.” (Abrams 166)

Candide is a satirical examination of a pre-Enlightenment class system, as well as an indictment of mathematician Leibniz’s idea that, “All is for the best,” all the while, admitting that free will is something of a human construction.  With this in mind, why then must the novel end with the words, “We must cultivate our garden”?

Guidelines:

· Remember that the ideas above are a way for you to begin thinking about the text.  You should distill your ideas into a much more precise argument, one that will allow you to create your thesis.

· Provide a precise thesis that includes subject (the literary element or device you will address) and direction (the thematic idea, or meaning, associated with your subject).  Your thesis should demonstrate a clarity of thought that takes into account the way in which Voltaire creates meaning.

· Your hook should address the direction of your essay.  Your introduction, on the whole, should be brief and succinct.  Introductions are not meant to be self-conscious or, conversely, haughty.

· Each paragraph should have clear subject and direction.   Evidence from the text should be incorporated within the structure of your own language, i.e., don’t start a sentence with a quote or have a quote stand alone – all exposed and cold, lonely and frightened – in a sentence.  As with any evidence, you must explain its relevance.  Nothing is EVER clear – so please don’t say, “This quote clearly shows,” or anything remotely sounding like this.

· Think of yourself as the teacher.  Your essay is your opportunity to explain an aspect of the text that you think is most significant to someone who cannot understand it.  Be slow, deliberate, and mindful of your reader.

· For the love of all things sacred, proofread!

