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brought sophistication to big band jazz

@ that took it beyond its previous bound-
aries. He collaborated with many of
the great musicians of his time, none

more notable than pianist, composer .

and arranger Billy Strayhorn, who
T WHO! Pianist, composer, and jazz and big band leader. wrote or co-wrote hits like “Take the
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- WHAT: One of the world’s greatest composers and musicians. A’ Train” and “Satin Doll.” Together,
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| they composed and arranged jazz that
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WHEN: Edward Kennedy Ellington was born on April 29, 1899, and had a 50-year career
spanning over 20,000 performances around the world. He died on May 24, 1974.

ot e o e o R R B R 4 B g A TS S s e A e e el lty} Subtlety and grandeur_ Many con-
Bl HERE: He was raised in Washington, D.C., but came to national prominence <der him to be the most important

in New York City when his band played at the Cotton Club and their music was composer and bandleader i American

broadcast on the club’s famous radio show. . musical (let alone jazz) history.

R

w
I

iR

matched classical music for complex—

H'|||' J;Il'ullllllﬁ..llull A

Ll [
ST

Ablhs id it sl sl LS LLEL g L

y . [ i T o T TR R S R
: e z E wt mmn e rriowle e ke eIl XN TM WRm0 S e omovke ihe b SRS LG VW . Yoo LA LR AT TY -
- AT Wy ns e e sl The L Mo wh Wl A e =i 'r'\.-'.'\.l'l.'rln.-..rmu-\.m:u.-r-"-.l'.i-n-r-\.ﬁw-'-'\--r\--u'\-h-u-\.-'I.'L'-"\-'--""ﬂ-'\-Wﬂ-‘\-wrl-'\-I-a'-n'-"\-l'\-"\-'\--'\-""'\-"-"-"--l'-"'-'-'-'-"-'-l"-""""""-'-""-"‘-"-'-"-'"'-'- L WA i AT M, T el F i L

e L Rl U WL DR W LB E L&l nr % - - L. - -

'_: THE STORY: Ellington’s band became the most sought—after band in the United Of his many classic albums and
States, and even throughout the world, with his famous songs, “Rockin’ in | compositions, Ellington at Newport
Rhythm,” “Satin Doll,” “New Orleans,” “Take the ‘A’ Train,” “Happy-Go-Lucky | (1956) may be the clearest example of
Local” and “Crescendo in Blue,” some of the biggest hits of his day. It is esti- his band’s incredible depth and skill.

mated that his orchestra recorded around two thousand compositions. Duke Ellington and his band went
: Young Edward began to play piano at seven, but preferred baseball to | on to play everywhere from New York
music. He later attended Armstrong Manual Training School to study com- | to New Delhi, Chicago to Cairo, and
mercial art and even got a scholarship to the Pratt Institute of Fine Art, but | Los Angeles to London. The_:y enter-
he turned it down. tained everyone from Queen Elizabeth

Ellington got the nickname “Duke” from a friend who thought that his e]egant II to President Nixon. Before passing

manners, style and clothes made him seem “royal.” _ away in 1974, Duke Ellingto:n wrote

Duke began to listen to ragtime pianists in Washington and, during the sum- and recordecﬂ- hundreds of n?usmal c-om—
| mers, in Philadelphia or Atlantic City, where he and his mother vacationed. While | positions, all of which will continue
vacationing in Asbury Park, NJ, Duke heard of a hot pianist named Harvey Brooks. | to have a lasting eftect upon people
At the end of his vacation, Duke sought Harvey out in Philadelphia where Harvey worldwide. T
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