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Lipske, Michael. “Forget Hollywood: These Bloodthirsty Beauties Are For Real.” 
Smithsonian. December 1992, 48+.  

 
BThe areas are so fascinating they just kind of grab you and take you over,” says 

George Folkerts, an Auburn University zoologist who has studied the ecology of what he calls 
“pitcher plant bogs” in the Southeast since the early 1970's. Blooming with orchids, lilies and 
other flowers, the bogs are among the richest plant communities anywhere, with as many as 
35 species per square meter. But as many of these soggy sites have been drained and 
developed, this floral abundance is fading. Compared with the profusion of Bartram's time, 
only a pittance of pitcher plant habitat remains: probably just 3 percent of the carnivorous 
kingdom that once covered thousands of acres in places along the Gulf Coast. “If something's 
not done,” says Folkerts, “there will be, at the turn of the century, very, very few sites left 
where one can go and see pitcher plants.” In the areas that do remain, overharvesting--
including poaching-- threatens the future of the carnivores. North Carolina now levies fines of 
up to $2,000 for illegal taking of the Venus flytrap.  

It is easy to understand the allure of these slightly creepy plants. 
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“They turn the tables,” explains Leo Song, Jr., manager of the greenhouse complex at 
California State University, in Fullerton, and coeditor of the quarterly journal of the 
International Carnivorous Plant Society. “Usually, plants get eaten by insects. And here's a 
plant that eats insects.”  

Equally intriguing are cases where insects turn the tables yet again. In many bogs, a 
small moth belonging to the genus Exyra goes about the tricky business of securing food and 
shelter from the deadly tubes of pitcher plants. The moth's larva chews a groove around the 
inside of the pitcher in which it has hatched, causing the upper part of the leaf to wilt and to 
collapse. The remodeling prevents other insects from entering the tube, thus ending that leaf's 
ability to capture prey. A wasp, Isodontia mexicana, does the same when it lays an egg on 
alternating layers of grass and paralyzed grasshoppers stuffed into the pitcher leaf.  

 
-51- 
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�������-���,����
A wasp (Isodontia mexicana) makes a nest in the pitcher plant leaf. It puts 
down a layer of paralyzed grasshoppers and grass, and then lays an egg. 
Then it repeats the layers (Lipske 51). 
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� Today: just 3% pitcher plant bogs--the habitat of carnivorous plants--

left in the Southeast U.S.  
� Draining for development, overharvesting and poaching threaten 

remainder by 2000 if continued (Lipske 50). 
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�“But as many of those soggy sites have been drained and developed, this 
floral abundance is fading” (Lipske 50).  
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In Huck's description of his father, he uses the color white in an ironic 
manner:  “There weren't no color in his face where his face showed; it was 
white; not like another man's white, but a white to make a body sick ...” (19). 
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Both protagonists know that pride is the quality that makes the 
difference between happiness and failure.  Grandfather's belief 
that he must stand up for himself (de Pereda 24) is exactly like 
Granny’s saying, “‘Just people [at her home] is what I tend to 
consider’”(Bambara 136). 
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Conrad's description of the gulf as “unknown to trade, to travel, almost to 
geography” (Secret 182) is similar to his description of the river as "one of the 
dark places of the earth” (Heart 6). 
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Despite the economic gains of the past few years, the “census report showed that 
income inequality was near all-time highs in 2004, with 50.1 percent of income 
going to the top 20 percent of households” (“Life” n.pag.). 
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Lipske explains the appeal of carnivorous plants by describing them 
as “slightly creepy” (50-51). 
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Cass and Birnbaum note that a large number of colleges in America 
maintain religious affiliations (xxiii). 
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Dr. Peter Knapp, principal of Brighton High School, believes that a 
dress code “would have to have Board of Education approval.” 
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As Thoreau said in Walden, “Simplify, simplify” (34). 
�
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“Or is injustice, once suffered, a mirror universe, with laws of logic and principals reason 
opposite of civilizations?” (Doctorow 311). 
�
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E.M. Forster often places characters in “a muddle” (89); they need to find a way out of their 
confusion. 
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Robert Frost's most famous lines are probably at the end of “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening”: “And miles to go before I sleep,/ And miles to go before I sleep” (15-16). 
 

Hamlet's state of mind is clear when he says, “How weary, stale, flat an unprofitable,/ Seem to 
me all the uses of this world!” (1.2.133-134). 
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“Blooming... the bogs are among the richest plant communities anywhere...” (Lipske 50). 
 
  Lipske describes these carnivorous plants as “slightly creepy” (50-51).�
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The power of Hollywood to shape our lives is understated. The government,  
 
however, has often looked to movies to change public perception. In fact,  
 

the Pentagon last week revealed that it is spending money to train scientists 
how to write screenplays for thrillers related to their specialties. Why? Because 
the status of science has sunk so low that the government needs these 
disciplines to become sexy again among students or the brain drain will 
threaten national security (Alter 27). 
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How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable,  
Seem to me all the uses of this world!  
Fie on't! ah fie! 'tis an unweeded garden  
That grows to seed; things rank and gross in nature  
Possess it merely (1.2.133-137). 
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LEAR: I will die bravely, like a smug bridegroom.  
What! I will be jovial. Come, come;  
I am a king, My master, know you that? 
GENT.: You are a royal one, and we obey you (4.6.193-196). 
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“As in all post-war periods, the major political issue [post-War of 1812] was that of finance” 
(Churchill 4: 131). 
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Throughout your tenure at Brighton High School, you will be asked to complete a wide 
variety of writing assignments across the curriculum.  In this section you will find definitions 
for common writing terms, advice on essay writing applicable to the vast majority of writing 
assignments, and tips for in-class essay writing, extended assignments, and the SAT essay.  
This section can guide you in any writing you do, as good writing is not just expected in the 
English class but is expected in everything you turn in. 
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Californians are facing a water shortage resulting from several years of drought. 
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Facing a possible fifth year of sustained drought, communities along the California coast 
are looking to desalinated ocean or bay water as a way to quench their thirst and water their 
lawns. 
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When I see beauty in the world, I cannot help but absorb it, filter it through my person, and 

translate it back into the waking world. It is my greatest desire to harmonize myself with the vast 
world of color, form, lines and shapes. 

I wish I could bathe in color, wipe it all over my soul. Instead, I wipe my soul all over, using 
color. This passion is illustrated through my self-portrait, “Myself in Colors.” I am reaching out to the 
world, beaming my own spectrum. I also include my “Harvest Still-life;” through color, ordinary 
vegetables swirl and hum with life. 

Form is another thing that intrigues me I love to meander through every contour of the human 
figure, as they are paths I both know intimately, and find alien. That is why I have chosen “My Face,” 
“A Boy,” and a gesture drawing in pencil. In each, the subject has captivated my desire to become one 
with form. In “My Face,” I explore all the shapes and shadows in my own funny smile by zooming in 
on one portion of my face. In my pastel, “A Boy,” I carefully smoothed emotion into the pigments. 
Even with all the lovely curves and creases, the human figure is not complete without emotion. In each 
of my drawings of people, I have not just copied an image, but have created a new one, full of 
emotion, that breathes on its own. 

The clay of the earth has always inspired me. Every pinch, poke, rolling, and smoothing of 
this wonderful substance thrills me. The creative doors are endless and the keys are my hands. It took 
diligence and patience to create my “Squid,” but I hardly noticed the time pass as I gently persuaded 
him to live. I wanted to capture the flowing of water, the exotic colors of the coral reefs, and the 
bizarre appeal of this creature all in one. I wanted the world to see my “Squid” because he is not a 
sculpture, but a dance. Through “Artifact,” I strove to make tangible the essence of the Aztecs as it 
dwells in my mind.  

I want to show people what I see and feel. I want to create a window for the world to peer into 
and see beauty they have never met before. Art is a word, a three-letter, black smear on this paper. 
However, this simple word is so packed with variety and meaning that it is dwarfed by its own 
implications. Art is color. Art is light. Art is shapes, and lines, and movement. Art is genesis. Art is the 
sunrise, and will be with me until my last sunset. 
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For Immediate Release 

 
December 20, 2000 
 
The Brighton High School Portfolio Preparation class will be exhibiting their work in the school 
atrium located at 1150 Winton Road South. The exhibit, called Picasso’s Children, will begin with an 
opening reception on Wednesday, January 10, from 7:30-9pm. The exhibit will run through Friday, 
January 19, and is open to the public. 
 
This is the first year that the Portfolio class is in existence under the instruction of art teacher Debra 
Burger. The artwork to be displayed ranges from pencil drawings to pastels and paintings to 
photographs and 3-D sculptures. Nineteen students make up the portfolio class whose objective, along 
with reviewing past work and creating new pieces, is to develop a high quality portfolio for college 
admission. 
 
When asked about the show, junior Anthony Donaldson remarked, “I think the show will convey the 
importance of working as a team to make a show that will be enjoyable to all the participants.”  Aileen 
Tsao, also a junior, is anxiously awaiting the show, because “normally drama, music, and the theater 
arts receive the most publicity, but this show will bring attention to the visual arts. I think it will be an 
inspiration to all who attend.” 
 
Student in the class have worked in committee on everything involving the show, from creating the 
name and logo, painting the exhibition panels, designing the invitations, creating video press releases, 
planning the reception to designing a class website of the show. You can visit the website at 
www.bcsd.org to see a preview of some of the work and learn more about the artists. 
 
For more information you can contact: 
 
Debra Burger at 242-5000 
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Quality 

4 

Responses 
at this level: 

3 

Responses 
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2 
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at this level: 

1 
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Meaning 

Understanding 

Does it address the 
task? 
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Development 

Evidence 

Analysis 

Does it give 
background 
information? 
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Organization 

Exhibits direction 

Does it set direction 
with a clear thesis 
statement? 
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Conventions 

Grammar  

Spelling 

Do grammar, spelling, 
and handwriting make 
it easy to understand 
the ideas? 
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sentence 
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Conventions 

Grammar and 
spelling 

Do grammar, 
spelling, and 
handwriting make 
it easy to 
understand? 
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Geography has affected nations positively or negatively. This essay will discuss how this has 
happened in history. 

Geography is the study of landforms and climate. These elements affect how a nation or region 
develops. Mountains are a good example of a geographic feature that has played an important role 
in history. 

One of the most deciding factors in the defining of a culture is its geographic setting. Geographic 
features strongly affect its historical development. The mountainous regions of Greece and India 
certainly molded these cultures. 

In today’s world linked by global communication and rapid transportation systems, the effect of 
geography seems minimal. Yet, this ability to override geography as a significant factor in the 
historical development of an area is a 20th century phenomena. For most of history, geography was 
destiny. The mountainous geography of Greece and India and its accompanying isolation brought 
protection from invasion and yet contributed to the disunity within the regions and prohibited 
cultural diffusion.  
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After you have written your essay, DBQ, lab report, or 
other content-specific writing assignment, it is time to revise, 
edit and proofread it.  Too many students are satisfied with 
their first draft, thinking this is their final product; they 
also think if they read their work over once before class, 
they have revised and edited and the paper is ready to turn 
in.  It is not!  You are often too “close” to your work to be 
able to look at it objectively and with a fresh eye.  That is 
why it is important to complete written work well ahead of 
time so that you can get away from your work for a day or so 
and then come back to revise and edit it.  You also need to 
shift from writer to reader, which means that you have to 
read what is actually on the page, not what you think you have written and proved.  
 
Revising: 
This step may include major re-ordering, removal, or addition of material such as textual 
support and quotations.  
 • Not enough support:  As you reread your work, check whether you have provided 
enough background information to support your arguments.  Would someone besides your 
teacher or a classmate understand your logic and proof?  Ask someone who is not in your 
class to read your work.   Can she understand your ideas or does she has questions about your 
conclusions?   
 • Too much background:  Maybe you have provided too much information.  If you are 
focusing on irony, decide if you really need to point out the symbolism in a piece of work. 
 • Does not follow assignment:  Check the assignment and confirm that you have 
included each of the requirements in your work.  If an essay requires you to prove how an 
author uses irony to demonstrate a theme, make sure that your work discusses both of these 
aspects. 
 • Unorganized:  You must ensure that you discuss events in the order in which they 
occur.  You may choose among several methods of organization, but make sure that you are 
consistent. 
 

 
Editing/proofreading:  
 
This step is the polishing stage, the presentation of your work.   
 
Spell check/grammar check:   
At the very least you MUST run a spell check of your work before handing it in.  Remember, 
however, that the spell check does not find homonyms; therefore, if you write “to” instead of 
“too,” the spell check will not catch it.  In addition to spell check, you must also read your 
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work yourself, slowly and carefully, to find spelling errors.  Also, do not rely on the 
computer’s grammar check because it is often incorrect.  Look at its suggestions and evaluate 
them yourself before automatically clicking on the change. 
 
Check lists:  review your instructor’s own checklist for work:  line spacing, punctuation of 
quotations, verb tense, etc. 
 
�

����

����

�

�



�

� � ,%�

-�'��"�-�� &9�4�� ��	3�G� '&�4��-���� &�"�

�-��6-�&"����
� � � �

�
�
����A���%��������������+��$�+�$���+��%�%���������������"�$���������$��>)�� *�
�
����5�)��������������"#��+�����$��� ��*�
�
����9$���$��������������
� ���$�������������������2��)$��;�����+�������D��!���-�%��#�-�)�� �������F�
� ���C$�������� ��������$����+����������D�+�����������-�%�� �-�����#�F�
�
������������)�� �)�������$�����C$����������

������%��#�C$�����D��#�C$�����+���������$%�8
5�������I
A5��������)�#�$����7�F��
���<$�������+�����C$�����
���A����)�����%�����
���A����)������%�������*��9������������+���#�$��+�$���$���"���������

U�V-�����D�F*�
���<$������!��������!�������� ��D�+����%����F��
���<$������������$��)�� ���� �����)�� ��

�
������������)�� �)�������������
� ���A�����������%$���$���������$��������������

�������������K�56���������� $�������$���%�����$ "��D�F�
5��*�%��*�
� ����������������#��

����
���  �����%������"��������$�+��>����������%�����$ "��>�*�%��*�
�
����95

I5���Y���
����))����!����#����������������+��+�������%������%+����������"������������

�+�� )����� %������%+*� ��� �+��� ������ #�$� ���� �������� )��� 8��������
� �55
5�-� ����
������������������D�+��+�#�$�������#������+���#�$�������F*�

��� ���������$��������������������������D�$�;���-���  ���%�����-�)��� ����F�
���$����T��%������#������ ����"��������$"@��������!��"�������$������%����$��
����%�������
��%$���$������

�
�



�

� � ,*�



�

�

�


