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«cparated me from the lind of the ln,nb How many seconds did L have | if [ wasn™t fast enough | would
fail. Not vet. Instead. 1 ook directly into David Smith’s eves, brown pools and T ask him, - Wh\ did vou kill
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shive” I sat verv stibl. 1 did not move my eyes from his, ! oved my wile and yvou ended ‘}cr hie for no
reason.” He dropped his gaze then, "TI'm sorry. There's something wrong inside of me. Something ! don’t
bnew how to fix 7 And then Davig \.“,&H beasn toory. We can met B something when we do not
understand why it 15 broken. Or how it came to be. So | told this man, “T will fry to forgive vou, only
Pecaase I will never forget my wife. My Sophie.” Oh god, I've been worried about us too, Babvluv. Sophie
visited ahmost every meht i the dayvs before | went to meet that man. And as sure as | stand here. she knew.
tou have 1o heal, my sweel, sweer bov. 1 don't know how. need 10 end this. [ need vou. Yow iave me,
adways. Forever. And vou know mercy in your heart. [ dow’l want to worry about us ammore. | don 't want
o worry about you, Babvinv. Don’t make me worry. And so, [ could not.
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As blue as the ocean, or laprs fazull stones..or Sophie’s eyes. Sophie’s blue. It's taken me much, much
ion&t’r than I would have pl.mnw‘. to give her a dozen baby blue roses, but ht.rc thev are, and [ can onlv
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often, and her face now 1s a perfect and as clean as ever, and | know, for certain, is that there s a pamdlse a
bcaumuf phuc and that I wll armive there whu} the ime 15 de!ummcd and | will be with my Sophie for

LR P e} h\ T i \\’, 1 ,‘\ e

CREEES RV ot S zu.u.u\ @

AL S X Y oy

wurr.mndui my fields of hlue T3CS, eVery deﬂ of blue the mnd’s a' has never even uu.iczmul see us
Jdancing m groves of blie roses, bright, bright blue m the full bloom of sunlight. 1 am not worried about us
anvinore. Bahvluv, Fm comg to he there. Sephie. and Thnow vou'll he waiting Ok v habvley, vou're in
my bload like holy wine, you taste so bitter and so sweet, I conld drink a case af vou darling, and 1 would
still be an my feet | would still be on my feet. Mmm. immm. ..
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like, reaily unfair and everything,. I mean, it’s not like | had huge plans for the summer or anything, but that

did not mean [ was all about spending & month in the wilderness at Happy Faces Summer Camp. And |
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Fashion Square M.dll and all m&h! makeover p.lrtms with my g u’lmcndb and hello 1o 3pr:ndmg amonth in
the forest, like, getiing to know God better. And hello to bugs. Like, lots of bugs. Really big ones that, like
ahwavs seemed to find 2 wav m ta mv eabin Thev nere ke tetallv gradv Br as God glw avs sava love all
things equally, and I guess that meludes centipedes, right? So, bdsxcally, I"ve like known God forever,
right? But the whole pomnt at Happy Faces was to help vou get even closer to the Big Muan Upstairs.

So. like w hetween toasting holv marshmallows to go on sacred s 'mores sad swimmmng m the
river filled with like, creepy underwater bugs we spent lots of ume like, reading the bible and hkc, downg
arts and crafts hour. We had to like, draw a picture of Jesus. but T can’t really, like draw. so my picture of
JTesus fooked sort of hike a person with a stick body and a potato for a head. But [ like explained to the camp
counxelor hat wiat | iought was hiat, BKe, what Teaily matiered was tiat you fsd 10 ke, Bave Jesus i
vour heart. and that, 1 va had Jesus in your heart than he would wtally forgive all of your sins. even
dm\xmg hzm to look likea potato. ’\nd ke, \d\,mg that, got me l\mda worked up about like my like,
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shouldn 't be saying, ‘(}h my god”, und that Itke didn’t make any sense, and so | was like, "Oh my god, I'm
frke saving { )h m‘y god, wbout like totally foving God™ and that's so not md [ think that tvtaxl\ made the
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"n 115¢ Im ik and satd somcthing sbout me g some qmct tizne and dmamg another ncture of lesus as a
'thie L hike, think I totally helped her on her personal path of getting nght with God. | think, Tike the
st amaezies thise learned ot Hapos Paces Summer Canan were fhat, Ly God tenally believes n e
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and knows I can Jdo anything, ¢ven if it seems like totally tough and 2) He's gonna like, love me. like no
mutter what. And hke, { really ke knowing that. So, 1 guess pomg, to camp fast summer was totally worth
i, even though the back to school sale at Fashion Square is Like really righteous.

So, anyway, {ike school starts agam and ev uwhmg and | decide that 1 n between try mg to Ect like a
u-d i NTTH o 7L A '1\_: Sk ’”b of f:)u., Giiven | umnutu Wi e AT 5 ,Uzil : ;;ul ;zr < u_u\m:u xnuny 1‘1 P vl
So. tike, 1 sit down with myv Mom and my Dad, and ike, I totally get ready to like structure this
conversation and P'm hike, “Mom, Dad, hike | think I"m hke totally ready to start, like, dating.” And, um,
o Mo and o Thadd are Bl oaalh
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bdsudllv tells me that Jesus wants me to foeus on my grades and My Dad tells me that I can like date when
[ get married. And hike, I don’t think they 're hike really getting the picture, right, and [ try to explam that {
don’t think mv hnsband. or Jesus tor that matter would reallv be down with me datng after [ 2ot married
and everythmg, but hike, then my Dad he basically tells me that boys are hke really bad. and like. I'm hke
really getung the picture that my Mom and my Dad don’t like boys at all, which is probably hke totally un-
awesome for my hke little brother. but then mv Mom and my Dad basically tell me no-wav. no-how. no-go,
no dating ever. And I'm tike, "Wow. Okay, gag me with a spoon.” which, I know, is like very disrespectiul
and everythmg, but [ fipure Jesus will pet over this one like, slip und like, T walk down to Grace's on the
corner and order a pineapple coke, which is like a coke with like pineapple ice cream topping like stirred
into it which they say oo uie every orders because it's ike wlally itke revolting but iike, { think it's like
totally dehcious and it’s what | like to order when | get like upset, so like whatever. | actually drank, hke
two, so, hike whatever. And so, ke, later that night, 1 tomlly had some Like quiet time with you know who
aitd fing, icd fo o A lam dhe sitnenon. And like, 1 rred 1o 1ihe L.,pmai 0 b dhat hlo [33%7 Slos and iy Dad
had not explamed anything to me about boys and that now that [ was a Junior in high school, like I kinda
thought [ should prebably go on a date or something. And hike, I think he totally understood, which like,
was a huge rebef And ke Tinew i00s kg \
thought about # and realized 1f | just didn’t say anything than that wasn't lying at all and Jesus would
probably be okay with it.

So. hke. the next dav at school [ talk to mv two best friends. Marissa and Clarissa. and I hike
explaimn to them that I'm ready to start dating. And so, Clarissa asks, What about Jesus? And Marissa, she
asks, What about your parents? And so, of course, | like explamn that Jesus is totally fine with it and my
parents just don’t need to know. So, Marissa suggests that we like have, like an audition or something. And
i say that iike drama club 1s hike so for josers. And then Clarissa says we should start taking appiications
and I was hke, Um, I'm not like, Burger Kind, this isn"t have it your way, this is like, getting a boyiriend.
Somettmes hike Marissa and Clarissa are hke totally clueless. So, like, | dectde there has to be, like an

sieT way, TIght? »o, aiter ourth peniod, i g0 up W Lucky at his toexer and ke, ask m it he wants to like
;:,0 out on lLke a date. [ did 1t sorta like this. “Hey uh, Lucky, ub, like, hi, like, uh, [ was like wondering if
hke uh \M:ll hl\c uh would hI\e to hke go out on a hkc da(e"” I was like wtally nervous but [ d(m t [hmk
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process and n was hke really easy,
Okay. so like, Friday mght comes and I ike change my outfit like seven times and like do my hair
Ble Gurteen and hbe ofter lnoliing o the mirror (0 make svre [didn™ look Hhe o notato [ Eke went o
on my lirst date. [ like told my parents | had a like school project to work on. So, like we went to Grace’s
and [ had a pineapple coke which is like coke with pineapple. .well, like [ was really nervous. And like,
Luckv wasn’t wetrded out at all. So. we like sat there and he told me about Hke how 1t 1% to he on the like
foutball team and how his older brother 1s like a football star at college and I looked at him. “very intently
and nodded my head once every few words™- that was like, some advice I got on this dating site I looked
up. And then we ke, held hands for like a few minutes and then. like the date was over. And I'm thinking.
that was so not smfui at atl. Like, maybe my parents are just really elderty or whatever, and they don’t even
like remember how dating is or something. So, [ was totally grateful that Jesus had been able to guide me in
the right direction. So, like, I was really worried about the whole part about me asking Lucky on the
second date and all ihat stuil, but ke two days later, he Lke iotadly ashed me out agam, and [ ke, wow,
that’s a rehef And then, like after that, he asks again. And then, like again. And then, again. And then.
okayv \»e!] you ‘xke tot’ﬂly get the wdea, er}t 7 QO dncordmg, to like girl date com, hkc after date number
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(Jl fore\,er jllb( to like remmd me that [ totally hdd a bm/rrlcnd now. | guess that was kind of lame, but
whatcver. Okayv, 5o 1£s hike Saturday might, which is like, usually date night for me and Lucky. right? And
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riend shrump, he like presents me this like boy, and 1 unwrap it and there's Iike these silver hoop carrings
and Lucky tells me that he'd been saving up forever Yor them, and I'm thmkmg that look a lot Like the ones
theesbooa T - .
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And then, nkg okav, bike gd thus, Lucky tells me ihat he like tan\ Joxe me. and uh, be asks me if } like,
tove bim to. And kap the thing 1s. 1 think about it_and bke. I realize. | otally don "t fike, know. So. hke |
exolam that bke Um like waw into Bike Jesns and evervihing bat that since Tesus i totutly abowt love tha
like, veah, [ do love him. And then he like stares at me really intently and nods his head. And I'm thinkmg,
whoa, does Lucky like surf gt date.com wo? That's totally mtense.

Okay. but anvwav. then we just like drive around for awhile. and Lucky like parks the car. and like
tells me he wants to talk for a hule while. And 1'm hke preity nervous, so like, | sav hike a Jutle praver,
asking God to help me with like the right things to say, “cause I'm thinking like. after tomght. ike mavbe
Lucky 1s totally gonna be like my husband somedav. And then like, Lucky he tells me, that tonight, like,
we re gonna do more than ke hold hands. And i m thmking, oh my go...goodness, 1 m totally gonna have
niy first Kiss tonight and I get like pretty hyped, right? And just Iike | thought, like, Lucky he starts kissing
me. But uh, it’s not hike little puk Kisses, 1t's Iike the open mouth kind and at first it was okay or whalever,
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Lucky 1s going to like cat my head or something and so 1ts like totally enough and I'm ke trving to back
AVWAY, bul Lucky hke holds me by the hack of my head and he tells me, “1'm so glad your readv “ And like,
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like saving to Luchy that this s mtad& cnoudh tor tnmght but he's hkt, demg me hc mtalh lmm me like
over and over, and I'm like, okay, I get 1t, like, not an airhead, like, roger that, but like, then, like, and |
Jdon’t even know how. ke his handy are like under mv shirt apd whatever and like pressine and sgneesmng
and I'm like thinking back to girl date com, and so, of course, [ say, “That’s enough, Lucky Please stop.”
But like, I guess he was loving me like so much right then that like he didn’t even hear me because then he
was like. on top of me and we were like pressed sidewavs against the front seat of his car and his hands
aren { like under my shart anymore, they te hke, uh, hke totally lower and so, over and over, [ 'm bke,
“Stop, Lucky. Please stop.” But like, maybe when they get like that, boys [ mean. they can’t or something.,
because he was like pulling my jeans off, and I guess I'm like crying at this point, because I'm like totally
cmnbarrassed, and 1 just can t ke el out rom under fum, ya know! And ub, tien, he ke, wn. he weld, hie
was right there right where he wasn’'t supposed 1o be at ail. And there’s like a lot of pushing, and my whole
bodv feels hike as flat as paper or hkea reallv heavy rock, and like, [ know I shouldn’t sav this sort of stuff,
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tonsil taken out when [ was ten. And all of a sudden, I feel iy Mom and my Dad and Jesus too were fike in
the backseat of Lucky’s car, like, saying, “Ta da da da dd “Thisis Vshv " And T just i’elt tike, so retarded.
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and gross. And tike, {omlly don’t think he even noticed I was crying, cuz like he says, “That’s how 1t's
suppused to be. When you're i love.” And so, like, he does his jeans up and um, he drives me home.

And um were Gke both totallv <ident And an ke of conrae ot eo o bed thinking that Like
when I wake up lor school like tt's all gonna make sense or something, or just like go away like a bad
dream. But T wake up, and like, it’s even worse, and like, ['m thinking, okay, so like, now I've had like the
dating experience or whatever and we’ll just like move on from this. and likcj whatever. right? But like.
within two days at school. hike evervbody totally knows about 1t, and Marissa and Clarissa won 't even like
sitnextto me at lunch and. like, after fourth period, somebedy has left this sign on my locker that savs,
SLUT. with these hike grody pictures and like, everywhere [ walk it's hike a thousand voices whispering.
witen Clarissa linaily talks o me, she tells me she iieard that Lucky otally broke up with mie and that ne s
fike daung Alexis now. Well, that's just great.

Lucky swps me on the way past hts locker on the fourth day and he lxke d\kb me, “You know why
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know? But, uh. be open his locker, and on the like back wall of his locker, there’s this hike list_a Hst written
n hike. um, black sharpie pen, and I'm i(x)kmg and I'm thinking [ don "t even knuw what this is, right7 But
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the i.nt name 1s mine mxd i ud@ he ; tf snules at me, and says, 71 hke tnra!lv luw o’ nnd then he
starts faughing. And then know why they call him Lucky. So, hke. [ get home from school, and my Mom
and mve Dhed are home from weork olren ;‘ which 15 ke tomlh nor Bke th
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hike rm!‘v late at mght. And it bke, looks hke mv Mom had been ¢rying and like my Dad is like wav not



hf;:np.\' Aned o then hke ! find that hike Mrs Hendercon anlled my Mom  <he goes 1o onr church and
evervthing, and I fmd out that she hike knew all about everything, and like told mv Mom. And like, |
realize, this 18 not very Awesome at all. And then my Mom, she like asks me, “How could you do this to
us?” And mv ad he asks me. “How counld vou do this to Jesus?” And m thinking. how could like Tucky
do this to me. but I try to hke explain that | was praving and.. but my Dad like backhands me across the
face and I 'm thinking, like. he hasn’t done that for a really like long time, and then my Dad says, that |
have runed myv body and that no husband would ever want me and that. hke. basicallv I'm gomg to hell,
and that, here m this house, they can’thave that and then they re wiking abowm what this is going 1o do to
my litle brother and I'm tike thinking, my httle brother 1sn't dating Lucky, and then that like maybe I'm a
sexual addict or something and that fike, maybe they re gomg to have to send me away. And ['m thinking
ey don @ mean {appy aces dummer Lamp. And hey say, this s wrnibie. And { tmk, { know, right! But
they tell me to shower and just go to bed. But Iike, I didn’t think I'd be sleepig very much, so like I was
somg o go down to Grace's for a pmeappk coke, but they re totally closed, and so nstead [ came here,
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trme, and bike, iy weird va know cuz like my parents totall\ tatk about being down with God like all the

fime, but like we never come to visit his house hke ever. But like, the even weirder thing 1s, this 1s like the
uxt nvu 3 "vg s, hn‘g “n ma b ;ffp;* N innu 9 An{l I Tyt 1”‘ nv‘ ;d ‘ carrp

firat time ke 3% hraan hog b s
here. Because like | was totally hike tdlkmg m my head or whdle\cr and like somebody was mlkmg back,
and smee { don’t think I'm bonkers, I gotia think he was talking to me.

And hike. | thimk he totally understands that §"ve really been trving. Like. | do want to go to a good
college. And like, I reahize that 3.9 1sn'ta 4.0 and that hike, I really need 10 get a 1500 next time instead of
a 1480, but, like, the point 1s, [ really try to just like do what my parents tell me to. I just wanted to like see
4 movie with 4 boy, ya know? I mean, hke maybe if my Mom or my dad had told me about boys or._well, |
gucss that Jdoesn 1 really maner now, doces i But likKe, here i s fouse, tke | mean, § reatly thiak mat
God thinks I'm beautiful and that I can do whatever [ put like my mind to, and like, it makes me that, um,
(iod and 1 are still good. And so, like 1 ask him, if like maybe he can like talk to my parents or somethmg,
vandrevy, iR stbes B onplane Gt U sorney Tt et stuil bappon with Lucky, dhat HRe, ©odidn ™t mecan io, va
know? Like, 1 totally didn’t mean to. [ wish it hadn’t happened. [ totally forget how awesome the stained
glass s here. It's like everything in those pictures is perfect. I guess life just 1sn°t sometimes, like when
v ototure of Ieane bonbe Tike o natate Fike Tehink Ty conna st st here in the quiet for a little tanoer
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