
February 2025

We’re thrilled to show you the look of the new corridor and
entrance to our football and track and field complex! 

Thank you to Wisconsin River Welding for the excellent work!
#BoscobelPride

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/boscobelpride?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZV7TbMJxMnENn5IhsNUUWhnTTYcP1HbVsbzL4rLGqc2Su0O2qoxD-VEwvtm7Hw3EG2n4FGQq4eUndwnQfTlgOinWYrSuF3xIAzdnPWF79V7YhBklbcHBlbeF72LocuA4I3i6Wt7PEG7AI3KTbsGJiqfMt0JAONYjSvgN8d1QqbUSu2HOCdqm2J0Ddzlot3Exzs&__tn__=*NK-R


February 3-7, we join schools nationwide in celebrating National School Counselor
Week, a time to recognize the vital contributions school counselors make to our
students, staff, and community. The 2025 celebration theme is “School Counseling:
Helping Students Thrive”. 
School counselors play a critical role in fostering academic success, emotional
well-being, and social growth for all students. From guiding career and college
readiness to providing support through challenges, school counselors are the heart of
a well-rounded educational experience, ensuring every student feels seen, supported,
and empowered to reach their potential.
We are incredibly fortunate to have two outstanding school counselors in our district,
whose combined 62 years of experience exemplify their dedication and excellence.
Their invaluable expertise has been instrumental in creating a positive, supportive
environment where students thrive academically and emotionally. 
Please join me in thanking and celebrating Sharyl Kay and Rhonda Scallon for their
tireless efforts and the extraordinary impact they have on our district and
community.

https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Events-Professional-Development/Events/National-School-Counseling-Week
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Events-Professional-Development/Events/National-School-Counseling-Week


2025-2026 Full-Time Open Enrollment Regular Application Period 
for Wisconsin Public Schools
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
YOU MAY APPLY FOR OPEN ENROLLMENT FROM FEBRUARY 3 – APRIL 30, 2025.

How and when may parents apply? 
The open enrollment regular application period for the
2025-26 school year is from February 3-April 30, 2025. The
application period closes at 4:00pm on April 30, 2025. Late
applications will not be accepted for any reason. 

Parents may apply online at https://dpi.wi.gov/oe. 
Can I apply to a virtual charter school under open
enrollment? 
A pupil may only open enroll to an online/virtual school if:
(1) the school has been created as a virtual charter school
that meets the requirements of the charter school law [Wis.
Stats. 118.40 (8)] or (2) the pupil is required to physically
attend school on a regular basis in a school located in the
nonresident school district on the days that school is in
session. Other important things to know about applying to
virtual charter schools:

What is Public School Open Enrollment?
Wisconsin’s public school open enrollment program allows
parents to apply for their children to attend a school district
other than the one in which they live. Applications may be
submitted to up to three nonresident school districts if the
pupil wishes to attend a brick and mortar school. There are
no limitations to the number of open enrollment applications
that can be submitted to a virtual charter school. 

Can an application be rejected? 
Nonresident school districts may deny an application if regular
or special education space is not available for the pupil; special
education or related services are not available; or if the pupil
has been referred for a special education evaluation but has not
yet been evaluated. Nonresident school districts may also deny
an application if the pupil has been expelled during the current
or preceding two years for certain violent conduct or if the
pupil was habitually truant from the nonresident school district
during any semester in the current or previous school year. 

If there are more applications than spaces, pupils must be 
selected randomly, after giving preference to pupils already 
attending school in the nonresident school district and siblings 
of currently-attending pupils. 
Some school districts establish waiting lists to fill unused 
spaces, but others do not. 
Can a resident district prevent a pupil from leaving? 
A resident district can deny a pupil’s application for an invalid
application (early or late application or missing information),
ineligibility due to age (too young or too old), or if the resident
district does not offer the same type of prekindergarten,
four-year-old kindergarten, or early childhood program as
the nonresident district or the pupil is not eligible for the
program in the resident district. These are also reasons that a
nonresident district can deny an application.
Can parents appeal if an application is denied?
Must pupils reapply every year? 
Once a pupil is accepted into a nonresident school district,
the pupil may continue to attend that district without
reapplication except that: 

Who may participate in open enrollment?
Pupils in kindergarten to grade 12 may apply to participate in
open enrollment. 

Open enrollment for prekindergarten, four-year-old 
kindergarten and early childhood education is limited. Parents 
should call their resident school districts to find out if their 
preschool-aged children qualify for open enrollment. 

• A virtual charter school is not homeschooling. Pupils 
attending virtual charter schools are public school pupils. 

• You must know the nonresident school district in which 
the virtual charter school is located. 

• You must know your resident school district to apply. 
• A list of virtual charter schools may be found at https://

dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/charter-schools/
virtual-charter-schools.

Parents whose applications are denied may appeal to the DPI 
within 30 days of the denial. State law requires the DPI to 
uphold the school district’s decision unless DPI finds that the 
decision was arbitrary or unreasonable. The DPI’s decision 
may be appealed to circuit court. 

• The nonresident district may require a pupil to reapply one time—
at the beginning of middle school, junior high or high school. 

• A pupil may be returned to the resident school district if 
the special education required in a new or revised IEP is not 
available in the nonresident district or there is no space.

• A pupil who has become habitually truant in the nonresident 
district may be returned to the resident district.

(continued on next page)

https://dpi.wi.gov/oe
https://dpi.wi.gov/oe
https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/charter-schools/virtual-charter-schools
https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/charter-schools/virtual-charter-schools
https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/charter-schools/virtual-charter-schools
https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/charter-schools/virtual-charter-schools


Who is responsible for transportation?
Parents are responsible for transporting their children to and
from school. 

If transportation is required in the IEP for a child with a 
disability, it must be provided by the nonresident district. 
School districts may provide transportation to open 
enrollment pupils if they wish. Usually, if transportation is 
provided, parents must transport the pupil to a location in the 
nonresident district. 
Low-income parents may apply to the DPI at the end of the 
school year for partial reimbursement of their transportation 
costs. 

Can a parent select a specific school in the pupil’s
nonresident school district?
Yes. A parent may request a specific school or program in the
nonresident district. However, assignment to the requested
school or program is not guaranteed and your pupil may be
assigned to a different school other than the one requested. It
is up to each nonresident district to determine a pupil’s school
assignment.
Can an open enrolled pupil participate in sports and
other extra-curricular activities in the nonresident
school district?
Open enrolled pupils have the same rights and responsibilities
as resident pupils. 

Inter-scholastic athletics are governed by the Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (WIAA), which has rules 
concerning transfer pupils. Parents should check with the 
school district’s athletic director about eligibility. 

Is there a cost for parents to participate in the open
enrollment program?
There is no tuition cost to parents for participation in open
enrollment. Parents of open enrolled pupils may be charged the
same fees as resident pupils. 

June 6, 2025
Nonresident school districts must send notices of
approval or denial via US mail or email. If the
application is approved, the school district must notify
the parents of the specific school or program to which
the pupil is assigned. If the application is denied,
parents have 30 days to file an appeal. 
June 13, 2025
Resident districts must notify applicants if the
application is denied. If the application is denied,
parents have 30 days to file an appeal. 
June 27, 2025
Parents of accepted applicants must notify the
nonresident district if the pupil will attend the
nonresident district in the 2025-26 school year. If the
parent fails to make this notification, the nonresident
district may refuse to allow the pupil to attend the
district. 

February 3 – April 30, 2025
Parents must submit applications online or directly to
the nonresident school district. 

IMPORTANT OPEN ENROLLMENT
DATES 

For more information contact:
Public School Open Enrollment Program
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841
Toll-free: 888-245-2732, option 2
openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov
https://dpi.wi.gov/oe 

2025-26

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate
on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, creed, age, national origin,
ancestry, pregnancy, marital status or parental status, sexual
orientation, or disability and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts
of America and other designated youth groups.

https://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment?rdt=oe
https://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment?rdt=oe
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February Newsletter Notes from the Nurse
 

ILLNESS We are asking for your continued cooperation in assisting us to control the spread of
contagious illness. Our goal is to make our school a healthy and safe place for students and
staff. If your child becomes ill during school hours, we need to be able to reach you. You are
expected to arrange for your child to be picked up as quickly as possible. If family or
emergency contact information has changed, please notify the school promptly. 

Please do not send your child to school if any of the following symptoms are present. 

FEVER-defined as having a temperature of 100-100.4 or higher taken orally (students should stay home 
until fever-free for 24 hours, without the use of fever-reducing medication) 
VOMITING 
DIARRHEA-runny, watery or bloody stools 
BODY RASH-if suspicious or accompanied by a fever 
SORE THROAT-with a fever 
COUGH-with fever, or if cough is disruptive or causes difficulty breathing or vomiting 
SHORTNESS OF BREATH OR TROUBLE BREATHING-that is not resolved with treatment 
EYE DISCHARGE-thick mucus or pus draining from the eye or pink eyes 
YELLOWISH SKIN/EYES 
CHICKEN POX-until the lesions are all scabbed over (about 7 days after onset of rash)
HEAD LICE-until after the treatment is completed and no live bugs remain 



To reduce the risk of Norovirus, follow these suggestions. 

1. Use good hand hygiene. Note that hand sanitizer is not effective against norovirus - soap and water 
are essential! 

2. Increase surface disinfection. Clothing that has been contaminated by vomit or diarrhea should be 
washed in hot water and machine dried. (Watch this video for guidance.) 

3. Individuals who are ill with vomiting or diarrhea should stay home for 48 hours after their symptoms 
subside. 

4. Temporarily avoid sending home-prepared foods to school for classroom sharing. 
5. Handle and prepare food safely. 

To reduce the risk of respiratory illness, follow these suggestions. 

1. Stay up to date with immunizations 
2. Practice good hand hygiene. 
3. Stay home when you are ill. 
4. Cover coughs and sneezes. 

NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH: February is National Children’s Dental Health Month. The 
school nurse meets with our 1st graders each year to talk about healthy smiles, daily brushing, flossing, and 
healthy eating habits. You can help your child enjoy a lifetime of healthy smiles by encouraging good dental 
health habits and scheduling regular dental exams. Below are some “healthy teeth rules.” 

• Brush your teeth twice daily using a toothbrush with soft bristles and a pea-size amount 
of toothpaste 
Floss (with an adult’s assistance if necessary) once daily • 

• Drink fluoridated water and/or participate in some sort of fluoride 
application/supplement 

• Eat a nutritious, balanced diet with plenty of healthy fluids and limit sugar and starch 
snacks 
Receive regular dental checkups • 

DENTAL CARE AT SCHOOL: Teeth-For-Life offers preventative dental care at school for all students in early 
childhood through 12th grade. A dental provider comes to the school to provide the program at no charge to 
you. All procedures will follow recommendations from the 
American Dental Association and Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s recommendations for school-based dental 
sealant programs. This program provides our school with a 
visiting registered dental hygienist. Her name is Devan 
Toberman. 

Professional dental services provided at school include: 

• Dental health assessment 
• 
• 

Sealants (if appropriate) 
Fluoride varnish application 

https://www.cdc.gov/norovirus/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/norovirus/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/norovirus/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAkH4jakLYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAkH4jakLYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAkH4jakLYA


•
• 

Oral Health Education (with new toothbrush)
Referral Assistance 

Services do NOT include a dental exam or dental x-rays, therefore a visit to a dentist at least once a year is 
recommended. You will need to sign a permission form if you want your child to see the hygienist at school. If 
you would like a form, please contact the school nurse. 

HUMAN GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT: During the month of March, PE instructors and Mrs. Brinkman will be 
instructing the 5th & 6th grade students regarding Human Growth & Development. If you are a 
parent/guardian of a 5th or 6th grade student, refer to the informational letter that will be sent to you in the 
mail. Mrs. Brinkman will be presenting to 4th grade girls in February. Parents/guardians of 4th grade girls 
should also receive an informational letter regarding this instruction. Please call Mrs. Brinkman if you have 
any questions that are not answered from your letters. 

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS: Wisconsin 
requires that children attending school receive 
a series of vaccinations to protect against 
vaccine-preventable diseases. Parents or 
guardians may submit waivers in place of 
vaccinations. You can find current information 
about immunization requirements at 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization
/reqs.htm. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/reqs.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/reqs.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/reqs.htm


These five individuals represented Boscobel at the 75th Annual Dorian Choral
Festival. The event was held at Luther College, in Decorah, IA, on January 12-13th.
The festival ended with a Grand Concert where these students collaborated with

many talented students from all over the Midwest.  

Pictured: Front: Carlee Chappell, Ella Belz
Jonah Knowles, Paul O'Neill, and Israel Koumouganh.



On January 25th the SWAL Honors Choir took place in Iowa Grant. These individuals
represented the Boscobel Music Department.
HS: Back Row L to R: Paul O, Jonah K, Ayla J, Israel K, Gunner W
Front Row L to R: Ella B, Brooklynn F, Carlee C, Zoe R

MS: Back Row L to R: Alexis Y, Savannah R, Addyson H, Allison O, Morgen W, Walker
W, Jason K, Korbyn L. Front Row L to R: Grayson A, Kayden R, Eli N, Corey C, Easton H,
Jerron R



Twenty-one band students in grades 7-12 attended the SWAL Conference Honors
Band at Mineral Point! Two days of rehearsing is a long time for them, but a very

short time to put together a full concert. They represented Boscobel well and
put on a terrific performance, growing much in the few hours of work.

 There's a lot of talent in the music program at Boscobel!



ACT, Inc. has provided testing services for
more than 50 years. Their assessments have
evolved to reflect the nation's view of
education to embrace lifelong learning and
prepare students to be college and career
ready after high school graduation. The
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
(DPI) contracted with ACT, Inc. starting with 

PreACT Secure scores are reported on a two-
digit scale, 1 to 35. These scores will predict
future ACT scores. 

The ACT ® with writing scores range from 1 
to 36 for each of the subtests and one overall 
score called a composite. Students will also 
receive a writing score ranging from 2 to 12. 
Scores can be used by students for college 
admission, scholarships, course placement,
 

All students in grades 9-11 will be given these
assessments except for approximately 1% of
students with significant cognitive disabilities
who will be tested with an alternate
assessment. This system of assessments will
allow teachers to measure a student’s growth
throughout high school. 

DPI will also use The ACT® with writing for
the high school accountability measure in
order to determine the extent to which
schools and districts across the state meet
proficiency standards. 

the 2014-15 fiscal year to comprehensively
assess Wisconsin high school students: 

• 

• 

9th and 10th grade students will take the 
PreACT Secure assessment in the spring. 
11th grade students will take The ACT® 
with writing in the spring. 

The PreACT Secure 

PreACT Secure is multiple-choice and assesses 
student readiness in English, Mathematics, 
Reading and Science. 

The ACT® with writing 

The ACT with writing consists of four multiple-
choice tests: English, Mathematics, Reading, 
and Science; and a 40-minute essay test that 
measures student writing skills. 

 

ACT High School Assessments 
2024-25 Information for Families 

How are the test results used? 

What type of scores will be provided? 

 

What are the ACT High School Assessments?



Practice tests and sample test questions are
available from ACT. Actual test questions are
not released. 

• PreACT Secure: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/pr
actice-test 

The ACT® with writing practice tests and 
sample writing prompts: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/practic
e-test 

• 

 
and NCAA eligibility. Students have the option
to send their scores to up to four colleges free
of charge, complete a voluntary pre-test
survey, and opt-in to having ACT provide their
information to colleges, universities, financial
aid and scholarship agencies, and
organizations that provide educational
programs. 

Each ACT and PreACT Secure score will fall in 
one of four Wisconsin performance levels 

ACT and DPI work together to ensure that the
ACT assessments measure what students have
learned through the Wisconsin Academic
Standards. Students taught to the Wisconsin
Academic Standards should be well prepared
to be successful with the ACT assessments. 

The Wisconsin Academic Standards define the 
knowledge and skills students should take 
away from their K-12 schooling to be 
successfully prepared for postsecondary and 

For more information about PreACT Secure
visit https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT. 

For more information about The ACT visit 
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act. 
Questions may be directed to the Office of 
Educational Accountability at 
osamail@dpi.wi.gov.

which defines the student’s understanding and
ability to apply grade-level knowledge and
skills. For more information on Wisconsin
performance levels, visit: 

• The PreACT Secure Data and Results 
webpage - 
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/da
ta 
The ACT Data and Results webpage - 
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/data 

• 

career opportunities. The Wisconsin Academic
Standards are available at
http://dpi.wi.gov/standards. 

Where can I find sample or practice test questions?

What learning standards do the ACT High School Assessments
measure?

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act
mailto:osamail@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:osamail@dpi.wi.gov
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/data
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https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/data
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/data
http://dpi.wi.gov/standards
http://dpi.wi.gov/standards
http://dpi.wi.gov/standards
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