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THE PURSUIT OF PERFECTION
SUMMARY: Between 1815 and 1860, a wide spread movement of "religious conversion and moral uplifting" spread over the country. The hope, according to Charles Finney, was that the "tensions" of American society, industrialization and politics would be removed and a more perfect society would take its place. This Second Great Awakening not only affected individuals but also created a wide variety of reform movements. While one or two movements were successful immediately, most were slow to bear fruit, some failed badly, and one, in particular, led to the Civil War.

HINT: There is a lot of information in this study guide and a lot of interesting reading in the textbook. But….you do not need to know every little thing. To help you compartmentalize this chapter, you should make a chart with these headings. 

REDEEM ING THE MIDDLE CLASS

1830-1831

Rochester, NY

Charles G. Finney


(1) what did he preach?


(2)how did he change traditional belief?


(3)what's the significance of his thought? 


(4)why is that such an American idea?

(5)revival, evangelical Protestantism provided what for whom?

(6)Finney's focus was on whom and why?

(7)Others were inspired to do what?

(8)How did religiously inspired reforms cut two ways?

     It reminds me of the saying," Be mindful of what you wish. You might get it."

THE RISE OF EVANGELICALISM   (330)

(9)* Define Evangelicalism - there are three or four possibilities

This is a good overview of the ferment in American Protestantism in early 19th c. (7)

(10)v – orthodox

(11)v – secular

(12)v - deism

The Second Great Awakening: The Frontier Phase
SECOND GREAT AWAKENING
(13)How did camp meetings serve religious and social, emotional needs?

Baptists and Presbyterians and Methodists - all Protestants

(14)What did southern evangelical churches advocate and why did they generally shy away from social reform?

The Second Great Awakening in the North

Congregationalists and Presbyterians 


(15)areas of greatest success? 


(16)difference from the south?

(17)The northern brand of evangelism resulted in what?

Meaning? the Deity was the benevolent master architect of a rational universe rather than an all-powerful, mysterious God

free agent

(18)Lyman Beecher - his role?

(19)Charles G. Finney - his type of revivalism?


(20)why were people in upper New York ripe for a new moral direction?

PHOTOGRAPH - by Mathew Brady


- Harriet Beecher Stowe

From Revivalism to Reform

(20)Who and why did people participate in the Second Great Awakening?

(21)Beecher established what? to do what?

(22)CARTOON - is it factual? What's the arch represent? Note the church and well.

TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT

(23)v – abstinence

types of drink

(24)In "the benevolent empire," what did the middle class embrace?

DOMESTICITY AND CHANGES IN THE AMERICAN FAMILY   (334)

Marriage for Love

(25)Wives more companions than?

(26)Men held exclusive legal authority over what?

The Cult of Domesticity

Women's new role - civilizers of men and guardians of domestic culture and morality

(27)v- CULT OF DOMESTICITY

(28)What was the newly adapted role of the wife during this era?

(29-30)* Separate Spheres - What was the husband's sphere?



What was the wife's sphere?

(31)What were the "feminine" virtues?

(32)How was life different for the unmarried working-class woman versus the middle-class woman whose husband earned a good income?

(33)How did women expand their influence beyond the home?

(34)How was being a "schoolmarm" a natural occupation for women?

The Discovery of Childhood

(35)Colonial era - child was a little adult. Late 1700s -  it was Seen but not heard - 1830s - a child is now considered a ?

(36)v - corporal punishment

guilt vs. fear

(37)Manufactured Toy  (338) - What does the emergence of a toy manufacturing industry reveal about the attitudes toward children?

INSTITUTIONAL REFORM    (338)

The Extension of Education

(38)free public schools - why free?

(39)Horace Mann (Brown graduate) - MA - what was his role?

  
(40)How did Mann get the middle and upper class to accept free public education?

(41)Who did not like the idea of free public education?

(42)* What are the 3 Rs 

(43-46)What are the four aspects of the Protestant ethic?

(47)* McGuffey's Eclectic Readers - played what role?

(48)- taught what virtues

(49)- produced Americans with what values

(50)Then what fostered independent thought and encouraged new ideas?

Discovering the Asylum

(51)What was the situation like?

* Dorothea Dix - PICTURE –
(52)What role did Dix play?

REFORM TURNS RADICAL    (341)

First paragraph is a good section summary 

Divisions in the Benevolent Empire

(53)What marked the difference between reformers in the early 19th c and reformers in the mid-1830s?

American Peace Society

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY


(54)what did it aim to do? See glossary
* William Lloyd Garrison - Immediate what


"The Liberator"


" I will be as harsh as truth and as uncompromising as justice….I am in earnest - I will not equivocate - I will not excuse - I will not retreat a single inch - AND I WILL BE HEARD."


American Anti-Slavery Society

The Abolitionist Enterprise

Theodore Dwight Weld - abolitionist - "gradualist"

(55)v – itinerant

(56)Why did NY and OH become hotbeds of abolitionist sentiment?

(57)v - Mason-Dixon line

LIBERTY PARTY

(58)significance?

Black Abolitionists

* Frederick Douglass (two ss) - (born 1818 a slave - 1838 escapes; brilliant abolitionist speaker, 1845 - Narrative of Frederick Douglass; prints "North Star"; Civil War advisor to Lincoln, works for Reconstruction; 15th Amendment, general consul to Haiti, d - 1895 - active participant)

*Sojourner Truth 
Negro Convention movement

"North Star" 1847

David Walker

Underground Railroad


(59)who were the passengers? Who were the conductors? what were the stations?

* Harriet Tubman aka "Moses"

From Abolitionism to Women's Rights

* Lucretia Mott

* Elizabeth Cady Stanton
 v- SENECA FALLS CONVENTION

 - NY - 1848


 "Declaration of Sentiments" 

see p355, second column for its most famous lines


(60)wanted right to do what?

Radical Ideas and Experiments

Human redemption ideas

(61)v – utopia

Robert Owen - New Harmony, IN

Charles Fourier - phalanxes

What's the main idea about Transcendentalism? Do you understand the text?


- romanticism was challenging rationalism

(62)What must people do to have a more intense spiritual experience?

Ralph Waldo Emerson


(63)what did he preach?

"oversoul"


" self-culture"

Concord, MA

Margaret Fuller


- editor to the Transcendentalist journal, "The Dial"

Henry David Thoreau - Walden Pond


utopia of one


"Walden" - NOT one of America's greatest literary achievements

CONCLUSION: COUNTERPOINT ON REFORM   (330)
Nathaniel Hawthorne  - Transcendentalist - 

(64)Why skeptical about pre-Civil War reforms?


(65)his view of pursuing perfection?

  (birthmark = symbolism about utopia - see the connection?)

Critics of Hawthorne's thinking believe what would have been the best course of action?

PICTURE - 351 - Hester Prynne and Pearl


(66)"The Scarlet Letter" - what letter? Why?
LAW AND SOCIETY- THE LEGAL RIGHTS OF MARRIED WOMEN: REFORMING THE LAW OF COVERTURE

(67)What did E. C. Stanton say about the position of the woman as wife? (356)

Dates to know

1831 – Nat T/ VA Legi/ Garrison/ Finney

