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THE TURBULENT SIXTIES

This is one of the stormiest of decades in US History. So much happened and much of it was unpleasant. People just did not like each other because of the views each held concerning the Vietnam war, black-white relations, our elected officials, the Cold War and much more. Your parents may have lived through it. Why not ask them about what they remembered?

KENNEDY v. NIXON: THE 1ST TELEVISED PRES. CANDIDATE DEBATE
TV vs. Radio information – the power of the new medium

Lyndon Baines Johnson – TX – VP = LBJ 
NEW FRONTIER

Catholic and young

Democratic victory was paper-thin and a bit corrupt 
(1) What was JFK’s image?

KENNEDY INTENSIFIES THE COLD WAR (859)

“let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and success of liberty. We will do all this and more.” JFK – 1st Inaugural Address.

(2) What were the three major dangers?

(3) “the best and the brightest”

Flexible Response

Obviously, Ike's "massive retaliation" did not work so here's a new idea.

(4) Missile gap

(5) Green Beret

(6) FLEXIBLE RESPONSE

Crisis over Berlin

Soviet Premier Khrushchev – 

(7) Why did he put up the wall?

BERLIN WALL – 1961

Containment in Southeast Asia

“wars of national liberation”

“the hearts and minds”

(8) Peace Corps

(9) Alliance for Progress

Ho Chi Minh – Ho is the family name.
(10) Vietcong

Advisers – this is a euphemism for US soldiers

Containing Castro: The Bay of Pigs Fiasco

Communist satellite
(11) BAY OF PIGS – 1961

(12)Economic blockade – (still exists today)

Containing Castro: The Cuban Missile Crisis

CUBAN MISSLE CRISIS – October 1962

(13)Know the story

Brink of nuclear catastrophe

“the other fellow just blinked.”

(14) Hot line

(15) Limited test ban treaty of 1963

(16) Hawks do what?



((17) Doves do what?
(18) JFK’s bittersweet legacy

THE NEW FRONTIER AT HOME (864)

JFK’s greatest asset

Jackie
Lancelot – King Arthur’s court – Camelot

The Congressional Obstacle

No significant reform legislation

Economic Advance

(19) What stimulated the economy?(2)

Moving Slowly on Civil Rights

JFK’s fear of alienating the southern Democrats

(20) Thurgood Marshall

(21) Indirect approach

(22) FREEDOM RIDE –1961 
(23) Interstate Commerce Commission steps in and does what?

“I Have a Dream”

brutality on TV – Cold War plays a role

(24) sponsored civil rights legislation doing what?

(25) MARCH ON WASHINGTON – August 1963

The Supreme Court and Reform

(26) Warren Court

(27) Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 
(28) Escobedo v. Illinois (1964) 
(29) Miranda v. Arizona (1966) 
(30) Why was Baker v. Carr the most far-reaching decision?
(31) Engel v. Vitale (1962) 
“LET US CONTINUE” (869)

Nov. 22, 1963 – Lee Oswald – Dallas – assassination – conspiracy?

“let us continue”

Johnson in Action

(32) What were his shortcomings in style?

(33) What were his greater abilities?

secured passage of Kennedy’s tax and civil rights bill of 1964

(34-37)What are the four parts of the Civil Rights Act of 1964?

The Election of 1964

Michael Harrington’s “The Other America”-1962

(38-40)What three groups predominated the ranks of the poor?

“unconditional war on poverty”

Office of Economic Opportunity


Job Corps/ Head Start/ VISTA
(41) WAR ON POVERTY – 1964

Barry Goldwater – election of 1964 – Republican candidate – outspoken

(42) GREAT SOCIETY

There was so much promise with LBJ’s election victory – breaking the conservative grip on Congress – indeed we could now have the triumph of reform – to really solve the domestic problems facing the country. (but Vietnam..)
The Triumph of Reform

MEDICARE

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

Civil Rights

“it is not just Negroes but really it is all of us who must overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry 
and injustice.”

(43) VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965


Dr. John Hope Franklin, Keables Chair 2006, identified this act as being the most important act to help the Civil Rights cause.
Congress passed 89 bills 
LBJ – his presidency did change the nation irrevocably

JOHNSON ESCALATES THE VIETNAM WAR (876)
Stress continuity in foreign policy

(44) Confirmed cold warrior – meaning?

The Vietnam Dilemma

Continued JFK’s policy of economic and technical assistance

“all necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression.”

(45) GULF OF TONKIN RESOLUTION – 1964

(46-47) Two reasons for LBJ’s actions

Escalation

Note how he escalates the war

It got to the point where LBJ feared withdrawing because he would be seen as destroying American credibility around the world. 

(48) LBJ now was in a self-imposed pickle – he could not withdraw for domestic reasons either and he knew that if he did not, what would happen?

He assumed Vietnam was a vital national interest….

(49) LBJ bears full responsibility for what?

Stalemate

We prevent a communist victory

Air power did not work as expected

500,000 soldiers

search and destroy missions

My Lai – 1968 (pronounced "me lie")
“crossover point”

American people turn against the war

YEARS OF TURMOIL (880)

Youthful protest – the most turbulent decade in the 20th century

(50) What were the different aspects of counterculture protest?

The Student Revolt

Berkeley started it all

Universities – part of corporate culture

note the cultural clash/ generation gap between youth and older Americans/ parents

STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) (1962)
Protesting the Vietnam War

Teach-ins

Student draft deferments

“Hey, hey LBJ, how many kids did you kill today?”

“Hell, no, we won’t go.”

(51) Massive Pentagon protests – how do you think this protest looks to our overseas allies?

"Question Authority"

(52) Significance of Columbia University seizure?

The Cultural Revolution

Challenge the prevailing adult views

New clothes, hair styles, music and more

“flower children”

Joan Baez and Bob Dylan

Grateful Dead

Woodstock – 1969 – 400,000 – “The Age of Aquarius”

“tune in, turn on, drop out” Prof. Timothy Leary
“Black Power”

raised expectations

Harlem riots – 1964

Watts riots – 1965 – gets worse in 1967 in Detroit and Newark

Stokely Carmichael

“black power”

* Black Panther party

MLK – assassinated – martyr – 125 cities burn

(53) What were the positive sides to the emotions?


Negro become Afro-American or black – later = African American

Ethnic Nationalism

Ethnic Heritage Studies

Cesar Chavez – National Farm Workers – grape growers

Chicanos

Women’s Liberation

(54) Own protest because in some ways they were in a worse situation – how so?

* Betty Friedan – The Feminine Mystique – 1963

(55) 1964 Civil Rights Act helps do what? 
(56) NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN (NOW) – 1966

THE RETURN OF RICHARD NIXON – (885)

War in Vietnam & cultural insurgency at home

Vietnam Undermines LBJ

(57) TET OFFENSIVE – 1968, Jan. 30

Turning point

* “I thought we were winning this war” Walter Cronkite

(58) March 31, 1968 – stunning ending to LBJ’s speech – what caused him to say this?
"I shall not seek and I will not accept the nomination of my party for another term as your president." 

The Democrats Divide

Eugene McCarthy & Robert Kennedy

Hubert Humphrey – Cold War liberal

Democratic Party’s convention in Detroit – violence

Democratic party also became a victim of Vietnam

The Republican Resurgence

Spiro Agnew – VP

“end the war and win the peace” plan
role of reconciler 


for a nation being torn apart, we needed someone to unite a divided nation
George Wallace – racist Gov of Alabama –   


 American Independent Party


 “Segregation now….segregation tomorrow…segregation forever.” 
Nixon – clear cut victory

CONCLUSION: THE END OF AN ERA ( 889)

(59) Election of 1968 was a rejection of what?

(60) “silent majority” – who?

(61-62)Victory marked the passing of what two concepts?

Dates to Know:

1961 – Bay of P/ Berlin Wall/ Freedom Rides/ March on Wash

1962 – Cuban Mis/ first to orbit

1963 – JFK assassinated

1964 – War of P/ Gulf of T/ LBJ wins

1965 – Medicare – Medicaid/ Voting Rights

1966 – NOW

1968 – Tet/ MLK assassinated/ RFK assassinated/ Chicago Dem. Riots/ RMN elected



A turning point in US History. 

1969 - Woodstock

