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THE SECTIONAL CRISIS
NOTE: There is a lot of good information explained in this chapter. Your goal is to understand how the country went from being in the mood to compromise to being in the mood to approve a civil war. 

(1-5)


Anti-Slavery Reaction


       Issue/Date


       Pro-Slavery Reaction
The Wilmot Proviso -1846

Free-Soil Movement – 1846

Mexican Cession – 1848

California Gold Rush -1849

Popular sovereignty – 1850s

BROOKS ASSAULTS SUMNER IN CONGRESS
This is a big deal - first of three violent events which took place in May, 1856. The other two were John Brown's Pottawatomie massacre and "Bleeding Kansas".

"free soil"

(6)v – censure

"slave power"

(7) What did southerners fear?

Bruce Catton's "This Hallowed Ground" writes beautifully about this incident. You need to know his name - famous Civil War author.


THE COMPROMISE OF 1850    (388)

*"irrepressible conflict"

(8)Why did each national party have a vested interest in resolving the crisis?

The Problem of Slavery in the Mexican Cession

**"peculiar institution"

*law of the land vs. "higher law"

(9) What were the views of a majority of Northerners about slavery and blacks?

(10) What's the significance of "But the Constitution had not predetermined the status of slavery in future states"?

(11) What prospect did the Mexican war raise and what did the Northerners in Congress think they would do?

The Wilmot Proviso Launches the Free-Soil Movement

*Free-Soil Crusade

David Wilmot, PA, Dem

Wilmot Proviso

(12) What does it say?


(13) Who voted for and against it?
Squatter Sovereignty and the Election of 1848

Popular sovereignty


(14) What does it mean in general? 

(15)THINK: What's the potential problem inherent with popular sovereignty?  
Free-Soil Party (1854)

(16)significance?

Taylor Takes Charge

President Zachary Taylor - hero of Mexican War

(17) California applied to do what?

Forging a Compromise

Big Three - Clay, Webster and Calhoun - one more compromise

Compromise of 1850


(18-20)know the three key provisions

(What's not stated in the text is the with CA coming in as a free state, it forever threw the out of balance the number of northern and southern Senators, but the South was willing to do so because of the Fugitive Slave Act) 

NICE MAP (391)

Taylor dies and Millard Fillmore takes over – 2nd Accidental President


MF passes the Compromise of 1850

Fugitive Slave Law
(21)Did the Compromise work?

(22)In the north, did the Fugitive Slave Law work?


(FYI - Northerners tried to "nullify" the FSL with Personal Liberty Laws.)
POLITICAL UPHEAVAL, 1852 - 1856   (393)

(23)How did the Democrats and the Whigs differ on territorial expansion?

The Party System in Crisis

(24-26)Whigs revive Clay's American System - what are the three parts to it?

(27)How did Whigs and Democrats view the immigration issue?

Franklin Pierce - Dem. 

The Kansas-Nebraska Act Raises a Storm

(28)Why did Stephen Douglas propose a bill to organize the territory west of Missouri and  Iowa, what issues did it raise as a result?

(29)what happened to sectional harmony and party unity?

***MAP is excellent on 394 


also has Mason-Dixon line

Kansas Nebraska Act (KNA)


(30)Why did northerners find the KNA an abomination?


(31)What was the effect of the KNA on sectional harmony?

Republicans
(32)Pierce is an expansionist - where?

Ostend manifesto
(33)"slave empire" where?

An Appeal to Nativism: The Know-Nothing Episode

(34)v – nativist 
Know-Nothing party 

(35) CARTOON (left)(397) is a classic - do you know the meaning of this editorial cartoon?

Kansas and the Rise of the Republicans

(36)What are the issues supported by a Republican?

(37) How do the ideals of "free soil" conflict with "slave power"?
(38)Passage of the KNA raised what issue and gave birth to what party?

"Bleeding Kansas"

(39)Sack of Lawrence - what happened here?

John Brown - killed five at Pottawatomie (not in text)

(40)How was the Republican slogan effective propaganda?

Sectional Division in the Election of 1856

(41)Why the Republican Party was considered an insult to the Southerners' way of life?

THE HOUSE DIVIDED, 1857 - 1860   (400)

Cultural Sectionalism

religious cleavage

literature sectionalized


plantation romances

* Harriet Beecher Stowe "Uncle Tom's Cabin"

Simon Legree

The Dred Scott Case

James Buchanan - elected 1856 (D)

* Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) - p412 has a full explanation of the case

Roger Taney (pronounced Tawney)

(42)What was the Republican response to the Supreme Court decision?

(43)What was the impact on the Republican party?

Debating the Morality of Slavery

Abraham Lincoln

"'A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure, permanently half slave and half free." famous quote

(44)Lincoln made an important distinction between what two points of view about slavery? 

The South's Crisis of Fear

Kansas - free territory (Aug 1858)

"crisis of fear"

John Brown's raid at Harpers Ferry, VA (Oct. 1859)

(45)v – armory

(46-47)What were the various results of the Brown raid? (2)

(48)How did Southerners interpret Brown's Raid? (4)

(49)Significance of price increase in slaves?


(50) therefore south wants to reopen what?

(50)v – debacle

The Election of 1860

(51)What was the Republican platform for the election of 1860?

(52)What happened to the Democrats during the election of 1860?

(53)How did most Southerners see the result of the election of 1860?

CONCLUSION: EXPLAINING THE CRISIS    
(409)This is a thoughtful section. Consider it carefully.

Something to consider for an FRQ…. Contrast the various historical interpretations that have been advanced to explain the reasons for southern secession. 


1) economic


2) slavery


3) tariff


4) political


5) ideological


6) parties


7) social & cultural

Last two paragraphs explain how sectional compromise by 1860 was dead.

Both - republican ideals of individual liberty, independence and evangelical religion

Hint: It might help you to see the big picture if you made a simple chart of point points of view – 

(54)What was the North's culture?


(55)What was the South's culture?

(56)How did Northerners see the South?                (57)How did Southerners see the Northerners?

LAW AND SOCIETY - THE CASE OF DRED AND HARRIET SCOTT: BLURRING THE BORDERS OF POLITICS AND JUSTICE (412)

Key fact: The Missouri Compromise of 1820 stated that Congress had the authority to ban slavery in federal territories. Indeed, the practice of slavery was forbidden north of 36/30 in the Louisiana Purchase.

This is an interesting story about a famous Supreme Court decision case and how long it took to reach the Supreme Court. Chief Justice Roger Taney - biased old man

A key significance - first time the Supreme Court actually used Marbury v. Madison
Also signaled a new trend.

***********

Another way to state the three decisions:

1) Scott could not be free because he had no right to sue for his freedom in court. 

2) The fact he lived in a free territory did not make him a free man.

3) The 5th Amendment states no person may be deprived of his property without due process of the law; therefore, the Missouri Compromise, which prohibited slavery in Wisconsin Territory, was unconstitutional because it denied a slave-owner the right to take his property into that territory without the risk of loss.

In short, the Court made a statement that 1) Scott was property, not a citizen with the right to sue, 2) Congress was denied the authority to prohibit slavery in territories and 3) the Compromise of 1820 (Missouri) was unconstitutional. 

