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LS EUeAd  Washington Crossing the Delaware
ART by Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze, 1851

Painted in Dusseldorf, Germany, this memorable painting

shows General Washington and his troops crossing the

Delaware River. Washington’s surprise attack allowed the
b Continental Army to have an easy victory over the British.
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The Olive Branch Petition

As the colonists had feared, King
George ignored their protests. The Second
Continental Congress gathered according
to plan in Philadelphia in May 1775. Most
colonists and most members of the con-
gress wanted the colonies to remain part
of Great Britain. They wanted to rule
themselves through their own legisla-
tures, however.

With very little optimism left, the dele-
gates drafted another letter to the king in
one last attempt for peace. The letter,
called the ch 1 :1, assured
the king that most of the American
colonists were still loyal to Great Britain
and to him.

As they waited for a reply, the congress
went about the business of governing,
They understood now that their only
option might be war with Great Britain.
With this in mind, they organized an
army. This was something new for the
colonies. Up to this time, they had relied
on local militias that defended their own
small regions.

The new army, called the ntal
Arit would represent and defend all the
clonies. The delegates named George
Washington, himself a member of the

@ngress, commander of the army. Wash-
ngton left Philadelphia to take charge of
the colonial forces around Boston.

Washﬂngﬁsﬁm’s Army

m“:fhington’s newly formed Con tinen-
Waqh'my lacked discipline and training.

“UNgton also had trouble finding
: l'tluts for the army. Most soldiers want-
”lui;) slay with local militias to protect
Moge W"E” 1}Dr.nt.es, families, and land.
i Y@a'rs T(‘) did join had to enlist for sever-
g .r he Pay was not always regular,
: CIU'Q. were .ol"ten shortages of food
i Aty 8. At its largest, the Continen-
I:I“-i('l-s‘ cluded about 1 5,000 to 20,000

While the American forces were poorly
equipped compared to the British, they
did have some significant advantages
over their opponents. They were well
acquainted with the countryside. They
knew how to survive in the wilderness,
and they believed in their cause of free-
dom. Most important, Washington was a
brilliant leader. He was America’s greatest
asset, even though he lost more battles
than he won.

The British Army

Great Britain had an army of nearly
50,000 soldiers and the most powerful navy
in the world. Its soldiers were well trained
and led by officers with battle experience.
To add to the strength of its army, the
British hired professional German soldiers,
called Hessians, to fight for them.

The British did suffer some disadvan-
tages. In America, the British troops
would be far from home and in unfamiliar
territory. They would have to travel 3,000
miles (4,827 km) across the Atlantic Ocean
to reach the colonies. They would be fight-
ing an army hiding in the wilderness. The
swamps, thick forested hills, and rapidly
flowing rivers would be additional obsta-
cles that the British troops did not expect.

% The Green
Mountain Boys

While the congress organized the new
army and discussed military plans, small
bands of rebel colonists attacked British
outposts. Ethan Allen, a Vermont black-
smith, led one well-known group of
rebels, the Green Mountain Boys.

On May 10, 1775, Allen and his follow-
ers joined forces with Benedict Arnold
and his band of 400 soldiers from Boston.
Together, they attacked Fort Ticonderoga
(TYyekahneduhreOQHe gah), a British out-
post on New York’s Lake Champlain.
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Dearv oF GeneraL WaRREN AT THE BATTLE oF Bunker HiLt by John Trumbull, 1786
A moral victory, the Battle of Bunker Hill showed that the untrained American
militia could stand up against the professional British army. Where did most of
the fighting take place for the Battle of Bunker Hill?

Arnold and Allen wanted to take the
enemy by surprise. Their strategy called
for them to work quietly, without being
seen or heard. While the British soldiers
slept, Allen and his group crawled
through a broken wall and entered the
British fort. The victory gave the rebels a
valuable supply of ammunition and 50
cannons. They tied the cannons, which
weighed 2 to 6 tons (1.8 to 5.4 t) each, to
sleds and dragged them by oxen about
200 miles (322 km) to Boston.

% The Battle of Bunker Hill

Even before Washington reached
Boston, militia from all parts of New Eng-
land began to surround the city. They
wanted to keep a close watch on British
troops there. British General Thomas
Gage ordered his troops to set up cannons
on Dorchester Heights, a high point just

UNIT 3 A New Nation: 1776-1791

outside of Boston. Gage aimed to drive
out the rebel forces.

After learning of the British plan,
American Colonel William Prescott led
1,200 soldiers to fortify the area. His
troops marched to Breed’s Hill and near-
by Bunker Hill. There they dug trenches
and prepared their defense.

On June 17, 1775, about 2,000 British
soldiers, dressed in full uniform and car-
rying heavy packs, struggled up Breed’s
Hill. The Americans had very little
ammunition. They knew that every shot
must be accurate. They could not waste 2
single one. With this in mind, Americal
commanders gave the orders, “Don't fire
until you see the whites of their eyes.”

The British fell by the hundreds in tw0
unsuccessful attacks. Finally, on the third
charge, the Americans ran out of gu'
powder and retreated.

Although most of the fighting took
place on Breed’s Hill, this battle [ate’
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ocame known as the Battle of Bunker
411[ More than 1,000 British were killed
¢ wounded. The Americans suffered
oy about 400 casualties. The British

}almcd victory as the Americans retreat-
od- The battle, however, stood out as a
moral victory for the Americans because
the untrained militia had stood up to the
BrltlSh army.

Washington reached Boston by mid-
gummer and began to train his army.
when the cannons from Fort Ticonderoga
arrived that winter, his soldiers placed
them on Dorchester Heights. In March
1776, the British left Boston.

% Declaring Independence

As the colonists had feared, King
George III refused to honor their protests.
The king saw the colonists as troublemak-
ers and sent more troops to stop their
rebellion. This action, along with the con-
tinued fighting in the colonies, led more
and more Americans to favor breaking
ties with Great Britain. Encouraging the
move toward freedom was the writer and
journalist Thomas Paine.

Corimon Sense

Paine had been in America only a few
years when he wrote the pamphlet ~z .
me: Serse. Published in January 1776, it
declared that the American colonies
feceived no benefits from their mother
country, which was intent on exploiting
them. Paine questioned some of the ideas
that were basic to British society, such as
the concept of a king and queen. He even
leferred to King George 11l as “the Royal
Brute of Great Britain.” Paine called on
Colonists to use common sense and
become independent of Great Britain.

7
G 3 The period of debate is
closed. Arms, as a last
resort, must decide the

contest. . . . Everything
that is right or reasonable
pleads for separation.

Almost half a million copies flooded
the colonies. As Paine intended, his words
stirred the colonists to action. Commion
Sense showed them that the time had
come to formally declare independence.
In Paine’s words, “The sun never shined
on a cause more just.”

Lee's Resolution

The desire for independence grew. The
congressional delegates, perhaps most of
all, sensed the mood of the people and
knew the time was right. On June 7, 1776,
delegate Richard Henry Lee introduced a
resolution to declare independence from
Great Britain: '

‘ ‘ ... [TThese United Colonies
are, and of right ought to
be, free and independent
states. , ,

A Txomas Paine Thomas
Paine’s Common Sense was
significant in persuading
colonists towards the idea of
breaking away from Great Britain. How did
Paine refer to King George Ill in his pamphlet?

Picturing
@listory
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A Drarring tHe Deciararion or Inpepenpence
by J.L.G. Ferris Thomas Jefferson prepared
the first draft of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, while Benjamin Franklin and John
Adams made suggestions. Who introduced
the resolution to declare independence?

Lee’s dramatic and important words
demonstrated the seriousness of the reso-
lution. The congressional delegates had to
consider it carefully. If it passed, there
would be no turning back. If they agreed,
each one would be a traitor in Great
Britain’s eyes. The penalty for treason was
death. Was independence worth such a
horrible price?

Supporters of Lee’s resolution believed
that it was. They formed a committee to
prepare a formal declaration of indepen-
dence. The members of the committee
were Thomas Jefferson (Virginia), Ben-
jamin Franklin (Pennsylvania), John
Adams (Massachusetts), Robert Liv-

UNIT 3 A New Nation: 1776-1791

ingston (New York), and Roger She
(Connecticut). a
After some debate the delegateS

Thomas Jefferson to write the declay, i%
Although shy by nature and Poor PUIJU[ .
speaker, Jefferson was well-knowy,, iy
able writer. Jefferson gave his firsy d'raﬂih
Benjamin Franklin. After a fey, Change:
they submitted it to Congress. '

The Final Decision

On July 2, 1776, more than a year aftg,
the first battle of the American REVOIution’
the Sec;ond Continental Congress adopteq
Lee’s resolution. Two days later, on July 4
1776, the delegates officially approveq the
Declaration of Independence,

John Hancock, president of the Secong
Continental Congress, signed the docuy-
ment first. As he did, he purposely wrote
in large, bold letters, saying King George

‘ ‘ - - - €an read my name with-
out spectacles, and may now
double his reward of £500
for my head.

Y

Word of the new declaration spread
slowly through the colonies, As the news
reached them, people gathered to listen.
Crowds cheered, rang bells, and—
although gunpowder was in short sup-
ply—fired guns in celebration,

The Declaration of Independence

In the Declaration of Independence, Jef-
ferson wrote about a new, representative
form of government to be put in place and
carried out by the nation’s people. Jeffer-
Son was influenced by the philosophy of
Great Britain’s John Locke.

The Declaration included four parts.
The first part is called the preamble. It is
an introduction that explains why the
Continental Congress drew up the Decla-
ration. The members thought that when a
colony breaks its ties with the mother
country, its reasons should be explained.
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The second part, the Declaration of
Rights, lists the rights of the citizens. Jef-
ferson wrote:

- ‘ We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit
of Happiness.

)9

The Declaration goes on to explain that
in a republic, people form a government
to protect their rights. Jefferson wrote that
a government should be based “on the
consent of the governed.” Like Locke, Jef-
ferson believed that if a government takes
away the rights of the people, it is the peo-
ple’s responsibility to overthrow that gov-
emment.

The third part of the Declaration lists
the colonists’ complaints against the
British government. The final section
declares that the colonies are “free and
independent states” with the full power to
make war, to form alliances, and to trade
with other countries.

The colonists promised to fight to
defend their freedom. Now, however, the
®lonists no longer fought for their rights
3 British citizens. They fought as the citi-
Zns of a new nation.

Checking for Understanding

L s
[de“t“—.“ Ethan Allen, Benedict Arnold,
lomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson, Lake
amplain, Bunker Hill.

Deg . y
sﬂni‘ Olive Branch Petition, Continental
b Yy, Conmon Sense, Declaration of Inde-
ence, preamble, Loyalist, Patriot.

3 \Vhal d

o 14 id the Second Continental Congress
Q]ﬁal‘e the colonists for war?

I.—‘ <« EDITORIAL CARTOON

PROMOTING COLONIAL

UNITY, C. 1754
Loyalists and Patriots

Americans throughout the colonies
faced a choice. Would they support the
move toward independence or continued
rule by Great Britain?

The nation was divided. The @ .«yalisiz
supported ties with Great Britain. On the
other side were =i+ 5i3, who favored sep-
aration from Great Britain. Both groups
included dedicated men and women eager
to support their positions and to change
the minds of their opponents. The struggle
between the Patriots and Loyalists grew as
bitter as the struggle between the rebels
and the British.

After seeing the success of the pamphlet
Common Sense, some Loyalists wrote and
distributed pamphlets of their own. Other
Loyalists, called Tories, concentrated on
preparing for the fight that was sure to
come. Emotions ran high among colonists
on both sides. Yet, a large number of men
and women took neither side, content to
wait and see what would happen.

e T —— KA KAk KA K KKK |

4. Name the two groups who had opposite
views about colonial independence.

Critical Thinking

5. Drawing Conclusions Why did it take a

full year of fighting before the Declaration of
Independence was written?

6. Design a poster that encourages

colonists to support the Patriots’ cause.
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Read to Learn . .. People to Meet
* how Washington defeated the Hessians * Nathan Hale
at Trenton and the British at Princeton. * General Charles Cornwallis
* why the America'n v?ctory at Saratoga * Marquis de Lafayette
was a turning point in the war. * George Rogers Clark
* how European allies helped the * John Paul Jones
Continental Army. :
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| s
n a letter to King George III about the ! g
colonial rebellion, General Thomas Gage g e L W"“:,‘...m 1
wrote, “They are now spirited up by a %@gﬁ?&‘j&@;;f@t;gﬁ
rage and enthusiasm as great as ever peo- s i o _ k
ple were possessed of. . . .” Although the E
British were impressed with the colonists’ ) , d F
determination, they did not believe thata ~ Richard Montgomery s forces marche i
ragtag, badly equipped group of rebels from Fort T1conder.oga into Canada an
‘ could beat a world power such as Great Gapted M.ontreal e 1.\Iovember e 3
- Britain. George Washington and his Con- Meanwhile, Benedict Amnold led s
tinental Army would prove them wrong. troops through the wilderness of Maine,
where they encountered blizzards and t
freezing temperatures. Supplies were ti
i short and they survived by eating any Iy
* The War in the North thing they could find—bark, candles, and h
l: In the fall of 1775, the Continental even shoe leather. Still, they continued of* P
i Army moved into Canada hoping to win to Quebec and stormed the walled city 0% B
| support from the French Canadians. New Year’s Eve, 1775. 8
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The attack proved unsuccessful. Mont-
v was killed, and Arnold was
T'Jmt:ied. Not willing to give up the
\N_’“U:" Arnold’s troops remained outside
6 ':;ec for the next few months. While
Luimrsh winter continued, many soldiers
11ad OF starvation and disease. When the
dl1, winter ended and spring arrived at
ig;t%Amold's soldiers were tired, hungry,
sick, and depressed. When British rein-
forcements arrived in May, the troops
admitted defeat. Canada would remain in

the

pritish hands.

porchester Heights

The Battle of Bunker Hill left the British
short of forces and supplies. To wait for
fresh supplies and reinforcement troops,
the British decided to stay in Boston dur-
ing the summer of 1775.

Washington-reached Boston in mid-
summer in 1775 and began to train his
troops. On March 4, 1776, he placed the
cannons from Fort Ticonderoga on Dorch-
ester Heights and aimed them at the city.
British General William Howe realized
he could not force the Americans to leave.
Two weeks later, the entire British army
and 1,500 Loyalists evacuated Boston by
ship. General Howe moved his troops
north to Halifax, Canada, leaving Boston
under American control.

After the British retreated to Canada,
King George set up a bliockade of all the
ports in the colonies, to prevent goods and
people from moving in and out of the area.

% The New York Campaign

In June 1776, General Howe and his
troops returned from Canada. This time
they moved into New York City, which
Howe viewed as an ideal location. From
here he could easily march troops south to
Philadelphia or north into New England.
By overtaking New York City, he also could
8plit the Northern and Southern colonies.

The Battle of Long Island

In an effort to defend New York, Wash-
ington moved about 19,000 troops south
to Long Island. The untrained recruits
proved no match for Howe’s professional
soldiers. To make matters worse, Wash-
ington had no navy to challenge the
British in New York Harbor.

Washington tried to predict where the
British troops would come ashore. He
divided his army, sending 10,000 soldiers
to Long Island and the rest to Manhattan.
In August of 1776, Howe chose to land at
Long Island.

During the Battle of Long Island, Wash-
ington’s troops fought bravely, but at least
1,500 were killed, injured, or taken prison-
er. The Americans were not able to hold
New York, and for many weeks, Washing-
ton himself was in danger of being cap-
tured. Washington told his troops, “I will
not ask any man go further than I do. T will
fight so long as I have a leg or an arm.”

Finally, Washington led his army on a
retreat into New Jersey. He then crossed
the Delaware River into Pennsylvania. In

xxx AMERICK'S FLAGS ***

First Stars and Stripes,
?E 1777-1795 After the
! Declaration of Inde-
:a pendence, the British

flag lost its meaning
as a part of the United States flag. Thus
the Continental Congress on June 14,
1777, designed the first Stars and
Stripes. It determined that “the Flag of
the United States be 13 stripes, alter-
nate red and white; that the Union be 13
stars, white in a blue field representing a
new constellation.”

For Americans past and present, the
color red symbolizes courage, white puri-
ty of ideals, and blue, strength and unity
of the states.
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the end Washington lost New York, but he
managed to escape the British. The British
held New York City until the war ended
seven years later.

Spying on the Enemy

Spying was common during the war.
When captured, spies were labeled as trai-
tors and typically sentenced to death by
hanging. The threat of death, as horrible
as it was, did not prevent some dedicated
Patriots from spying for their country.

UNIT 3 A New Nation: 1776-1791

in the North. The American victory at Saratoga marked a
turning point. Who won the battle of Long Island?

forces fought many battles

Nathan Hale, a 24-year-old American
lieutenant, spied for George Washington
during the New York campaign. He dis-
guised himself, slipped behind enemy
lines, and returned with information-
Soon after, the British caught him. They
swiftly condemned him to death. Hale's
reported last words reflect his patriotic
spirit:

‘ ‘ I only regret that I have but
one life to lose for my

country.” 9
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snd Princeton

when Washington and his troops
-etreawd from New York and crossed the
-l[)ela\*\’ﬂl'f’ into Pennsylvania, they were in
despemte shape. Washington was so
depfessed that he wrote to his brother, “I
think the game is pretty near up.” His sol-
diers were tired and hungry. Some, sens-
ing defeat, gave up and left for home.

The Continental soldiers never seemed
to have enough food. The meat was often
cotten, so they sprinkled it with salt to
cover the bad taste. Hard, dried peas and
moldy, stale bread were common.

In his despair, Washington came up
with a daring strategy. He planned to
launch a surprise attack on the British
camp at Trenton, New Jersey. As his
troops prepared for battle, Washington
ordered Thomas Paine’s new pamphlet
The Crisis to be read to them. It offered
these words of encouragement:

‘ é These are the times that try
men’s souls. The summer
soldier and the sunshine
patriot will, in this crisis,
shrink from the service of
their country; but he that
stands it now, deserves the
love and thanks of every
man and woman. ’ ’

Surrise Attack

On December 25, 1776, the British sol-
diers, consisting mostly of Hessians, had
8athered in their camps at Trenton to cele-
brate the Christmas holiday. That cold
and stormy night Washington led 2,400
Soldiers across the icy Delaware River.
Under cover of darkness, all 2,400 man-
aged to cross unseen. The next morning,
WaShington and his troops swept down
ON the sleeping Hessians. Within an hour
and a half, the Hessians surrendered.

When British General Howe learned of
the defeat at Trenton, he sent General
Charles Cornwallis to pursue Washing-
ton and his troops. Washington, however,
turned the situation to his advantage and
defeated the British at Princeton, New Jer-
sey, on January 3, 1777. Achieving anoth-
er victory gave the Continental Army
hope and confidence.

* Turning the Tide

Great Britain's losses left that country’s
officials puzzled. Embarrassed by its mis-
takes, the British military asked General
John Burgoyne to stop the Americans. He
drew up a plan to gain control of the Hud-
son River valley in New York. If success-
ful, the strategy would benefit the British
by cutting New England off from the rest
of the colonies.

The Battie of Saratoga

According to the plan, three armies
would move on Albany, New York, at the
same time. General Burgoyne would lead
an army south from Montreal, Canada,
into New York. General Howe's army
would sail up the Hudson River from
New York City. Colonel Barry St. Leger
would move his forces from Lake Ontario
eastward across the Mohawk Valley.

Although well-planned, the British
campaign failed miserably, largely
because the three commanders neglected
to notify each other of changes in the orig-
inal attack strategy. British General Howe
decided to attack Philadelphia rather than
meet Burgoyne at Albany. Benedict
Arnold and his men stopped St. Leger at
Fort Stanwix and turned him back. Bur-
goyne’s troops were the only British
forces to reach the Hudson River valley
near Albany.

On the way, Burgoyne recaptured Fort
Ticonderoga and fought other small bat-
tles, losing close to 1,000 soldiers. Not

CHAPTER 8 The American Revolution: 1776-1783

227




228

until Burgoyne reached the town of
Saratoga, New York, did he learn that the
other commanders would not be there to
assist him.
Three weeks later, the Amerlcans
attacked Burgoyne in the
z. The British army lost hundreds of sol—
d1ers When they tried to retreat to
Canada, Americans surrounded them.
The Americans blocked every possible
path to safety. On October 17, 1777, Bur-
goyne was forced to surrender, reporting
the first major defeat of the British army.
The Americans took at least 6,000 British
soldiers as prisoners.

T 3

The Treaty of Alliance

Until the American victory at Saratoga,
neither France nor any other country had
been willing to openly support the
colonists. The victory made clear that it
was possible for the Americans to succeed.
In February 1778, French King Louis XVI
signed the Treaty of Alliance, assuring
the Americans of the support they desper-
ately needed.

Brutal Winter at Valley Forge

Before French aid reached America,
Washington’s army had to endure the
harsh winter of 1777-78 at Valley Forge,
Pennsylvania. The American soldiers had
little protection from the freezing tempera-
tures. Shoeless and dressed in rags, they
huddled together inside flimsy tents until
they could build small log huts. When
complete, each dirt-floor hut measured

about 14 feet by 16 feet. In spite of the small
size, about 12 soldiers lived in each hut.

The soldiers slept on either the cold
muddy hut floors or the straw mattresses
that were usually crawling with lice. Food
consisted mostly of firecakes, which were
thin strips of dough made from a mixture
of flour and/water. Soldiers suffered from
disease and frostbite. One soldier com-
mented that the barefoot troops “might be
tracked by their blood upon the rough,
frozen ground.” By spring, as many as
2,500 American soldiers had died from dis-
ease, exposure to the cold, and lack of food.

The long winter finally came to an end,
and by spring, the troops were in better
spirits. French aid had arrived, the
streams and rivers ran with fish, and
many soldiers who had left the camp sick
returned healthy. Once again Washington
began making battle plans.

% Help From Europe

Throughout the American Revolution,
Europeans provided help in the form of
money and military expertise.

Baron Friedrich von Steuben, a Pruss-
ian soldier, spent the winter at Valley
Forge helping Washington train the
troops. He used his military experience to
teach the Continental soldiers how to
work together as a unit. From him, the sol-
diers learned how to make advances, how
to retreat, how to carry their weapons,
and how to use their bayonets. Von
Steuben’s great sense of humor helped
keep the troops in good spirits.

...........0.............O.O......0.0........‘....0\99.

Footnotes to History

General Burgoyne's Second Career General John Burgoyne was fired from
his post after being defeated at the Battle of Saratoga. Fortunately, he had another
career to fall back on; Burgoyne was a successful playwright. His comedy, The
Heiress, was very popular in England and was translated into several foreign

languages as well.
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y William B.J. Trego, 1883 While waiting for
ent a brutal winter at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.
The long winter was costly, causing the death of many American soldiers.

A Tre MarcH o VaLLey Forge b
French aid, American soldiers sp

What were the conditions of the living quarters at Valley Forge?

The Marquis de Lafayette (LAHefece
EHT), a young French soldier, fought with
Washington in Pennsylvania. He became
an American general at the age of 19.
Lafayette enthusiastically supported the
American cause. He received no payment
for his military service, but fought out of
love for America.

Others throughout Europe felt the same
desire to fight for the American cause.
Thaddeus Kosciuszko (kawshe CHUSH e
KOH) came from Poland and used his
€Xxperience as an engineer to build trench-
¢s and forts for the Americans. Casimir
Pulaski, also from Poland, trained and
Organized the first American cavalry—
troops on horseback.

Bernardo de Galvez, governor of Span-
ish Louisiana, helped the Americans even
before Spain entered the war. He secretly
Provided supplies du ring the early years
of the Revolution. After Spain entered the
War in 1779, Gélvez's troops defeated the
British at Baton Rouge and Natchez. His
Amy then marched throughout the Gulf

Coast area, capturing British forts at
Mobile in 1780 and Pensacola in 1781. His
campaigns diverted British troops from
other war fronts.

* The War in the West

The war continued to rage throughout
the colonies. While Washington and his
troops fought in the East, the British
recruited Native Americans to help them
in their frontier campaign farther west. At
first, Native Americans did not want to
take sides. Later, however, most joined the
British, believing an alliance with them
would help to turn back the white settlers
moving onto their land.

Fighting broke out in the Ohio Valley as
British and Native American forces began
their invasion of frontier settlements, In
1778 George Rogers Clark of Virginia led
volunteers on a raid against the British in
the Ohio Valley. He captured British forts
at Kaskaskia and Cahokia with the help of
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Region In 1778 and 1779 the
Revolutionary War spread west of the
Appalachian Mountains. What victories
did the American forces win in the
West?

a group of Native Americans known as the
Miami. Then Clark made a surprise attack
on the British fort at Vincennes, in pre-
sent-day Indiana. In February 1779, after
marching more than 100 miles (161 km)
through rain and icy weather, Clark’s
forces captured Vincennes. The loss weak-
ened the British in the Ohio Valley.

* SEGTION 2 REVIEW *

* The War at Sea

Congress established the Continental
Navy in 1775. Its few ships, however, had
little effect on the outcome of the war. To
protect their ports, the colonists were
forced to rely on armed private ships
called jwivaicers

John Paul Jones

In 1779 an American warship, the Bon-
homme Richard, won a surprising victory
in one of the war’s most famous sea bat-
tles. The conflict began when the ship’s
daring captain, John Paul Jones, sailed to
the coast of Great Britain and attacked the
British warship Serapis in the North Sea.

For awhile it looked as though Jones
and his crew would be lost. In the fierce
battle, cannonballs tore through the Bon-
homme Richard. Seeing that the heavily
damaged ship had caught fire, the British
commander demanded that Jones surren-
der. The American captain’s reply was
strong and determined. “I have not yet
begun to fight!” With that, his sailors
boarded the Serapis and, fighting one-on-
one, defeated the British.

Later John Paul Jones became known as
the “Father of the American Navy.” His
heroism in the face of a bigger and better-
equipped British fleet inspired Americans.

N 8.
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Checking for Understanding

1. Identify Nathan Hale, General Charles Corn-
wallis, Marquis de Lafayette, George Rogers

Critical Thinking

5. Understanding Point of View Why would
Native Americans be interested in the out-
come of the American Revolution?

Clark, John Paul Jones, Long Island, Valley
Forge, Vincennes.

2. Define blockade, Battle of Saratoga, Treaty of
Alliance, privateer.

3. Why did General Howe base his troops in
New York City in June 17767

4. How did the American victory at Saratoga
help the Continental Army?

ACTIVITY

. Imagine that you had friends at Valley
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Forge during the winter of 1777-1778.
Make a list of five things you would
send to them to help them get through
the winter.




nental
21, had
Jar, T()
Wel‘e
Ships

e Bon-
'iCtOry
‘a bat.
Ship's
led to
2d the
Sea.

Jones
fierce
* Bon-
2avily
Jritish
irren-
* was
ot yet
ailors
le-on-

wn as
" His
etter-
icans.

kAKX

ald
1t-

Financing the War

The Continental Congress did not
have the power to tax either the people
or the individual colonial
governments. Colonial
leaders wondered how
they would pay sol-
diers and buy food
and supplies.

In 1775 the con-
gress began to print
large amounts of
paper money called
Continental dollars.
So many were is-
sued that they soon
became worthless
because there was
no gold or silver to
back them in the
colonial treasury.

The congress turn-
ed to Great Britain’s
enemy, France. As
ambassador to France,
Benjamin Franklin
convinced young King
Louis XVI that the Ameri-
cans could not lose the war.
Secretly at first, then openly later, the
French government gave huge sums of
money to the Americans. France not only
helped the colonies but it also encouraged
Spain and the Netherlands to give financial
aid to the colonies.

A few wealthy American businesspeople
also dug deep in their pockets to save the
Revolution with loans. Citizens loaned the
congress money in exchange for bonds, or
certificates that could later be cashed in for
the full amount of the loan plus interest.

Ly

Tl

mmmlﬂl“ll‘ﬂll\ﬁﬂt

A BEN FRANKLIN AT THE
Courr oF Louis XVI

Making the Economics Connection

1. Why did the Continental Congress
have trouble raising money in the
colonies?

2. Why was France willing to help the
Americans finance the war?

3. What are bonds and why were they
important?

ACTIVITY

4. Design a poster encouraging Patriots to
buy bonds to support the war effort.
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The War Moves South
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T e

* why the British shifted their focus to
the South.

* why the British had trouble defeating
the small bands of Patriot raiders.

* what role African Americans and
women played in the war.

* Battle of Cowpens
* pension

About 1,200 Loyalists were killed,

injured, or taken prisoner during the
fierce fighting on top of Kings Mountain,
in South Carolina in 1780. James Collins, a
16-year-old Patriot soldier, recalled the
attack this way:

‘ ‘ We soon attempted to climb
the hill, but were fiercely
charged upon and forced to
fall back. ... We tried a
second time. ... We took to
the hill a third time. The

enemy gave way. , ,

With the capture of Kings Mountain,
the Patriots scored a needed victory for
the Americans in the South.
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* Frances Marion
* Peter Francisco
* Salem Poor

Places to Locate

% Kings Mountain ]
* Moore’s Creek Bridge
* Savannah
* Charleston

fl < BENEDICT ARNOLD

* War in the South

Until 1778 only a few isolated conflicts
had broken out between Patriots and Loy-
alists in the South. In one battle on Febru-
ary 27, 1776, Patriot forces crushed a
Loyalist uprising at Moore’s Creek Bridge,
North Carolina. Although a small battle, its
impact was great. Loyalists found the
defeat discouraging, while the Patriot
cause gained strength and popularity.

The British turned their attention to the
Southern colonies when France entered the
war in 1778. The British believed they had
more support in the South and thought
that support would help them to win mor¢
battles there. For almost three years the
British marched through Georgia, the Car”
olinas, and Virginia without suffering 2
major defeat. On December 29, 1778, they

|
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stured the port city of Savannah, Geor-
Ca; Charleston, South Carolina, fell to the
B;itish on May 12, 1780,

genoldl Joins the British

General Washington became disheart-
ened by the heavy losses in the South. At
the same time, news of another loss added
to his despair. Benedict Arnold, one of
washington’s most trusted generals, had
peen caught spying for the British.

In 1780 Arnold tried to turn the Ameri-
can fort at West Point over to the British.
When Arnold tried to deliver a message to
the British, three Patriots intercepted it.
They gave Washington the evidence in
Arnold’s own handwriting. Arnold
became a general in the British army.

Patriot Raids

Here and there throughout the South,
American victories helped to brighten

A THe “Swame Fox” anp His Men b

the outlook for the colonists. South Car-
olina Patriots felt angry about the defeat
at Charleston. Looking for revenge,
many of them took the situation into
their own hands by forming bands and
raiding British camps in the countryside.
Hit-and-run raids, similar to the Patri-
ots” attack on Kings Mountain, worked
well for them in the South. The Patriot
raiders were skilled hunters, trained
since childhood to use their rifles. They
knew the land and could easily survive
in the wilderness.

The “Swamp Fox"

Francis Marion, known as the
“Swamp Fox,” led one band of orga-
nized raiders. A quiet man, Marion was
known for his imaginative war tactics
and for his success in battle. Marion led
his troops in quick strikes, cutting off
enemy supplies and supply routes, and

y William Ranney, c. 1850 Francis Marion,
known as the “Swamp Fox,” kept the British guessing by leading his troops on quick
surprise raids. This painting shows Swamp Fox and his men setting out on an
attack. What are two possible reasons Francis Marion was called “Swamp Fox”?

CHAPTER 8 The American Revolution: 1776-1783
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then running away. Marion usually
struck at night, taking advantage of the
darkness to surprise unsuspecting British
troops.

Marion never stayed at the same camp
more than once. His scouts perched in
treetops and signaled the troops with
shrill whistles. Whenever Marion and his
troops came to a bridge near enemy lines,
they covered the bridge with blankets to
soften the sound of the horses” hooves as
they crossed. Marion’s raids helped keep
the British off balance.

90° W - 85° W, 80~ W

“<«— American and allied
B ( troop movements

= < British troop movements
> American victory
>k British victory
0 100 miles
!
0 100 kilometers

Guilford Courthouse March 15, 1781
Kings Mountain Oct. 7, 1780
Cowpens Jan. 17, 1781

- The Revolutior War in the South, 1778-1781
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The Battle of Cowpens

Two other daring generals, Daniel Mor-
gan and Nathaniel Greene, won battles
for the Patriots in the South. On January
17, 1781, Morgan defeated the British in
South Carolina at the

Greene used tactics similar to Marlon
His hit-and-run raids kept the British off
guard. Greene, considered by some to be
Washington’s best general, wrote of his
experiences, “We fight, get beat, rise, and
fight again.” Following the Patriot victory
at Cowpens, Greene's forces joined Mor-
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Mup Movement Most of the fighting took place in the South during the latter years
S d of the Revolutionary War. Who led American land forces at Yorktown,
fo Y virginia? :
3
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an’s, with hopes of crushing Cornwal-
is's weakened force. On March 15, 1781,

e armies met in a bloody battle known
as the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in
North Carolina. Although Cornwallis
drove the Patriots from the battlefield, the
Americans badly battered his troops.

Biography %

peter Francisco, Hero
at Guilford Courthouse

A monument at Guilford Courthouse
marks the site of a charge made during a
famous battle. The monument is known
as the Francisco Monument. Born in the
Portuguese Azores, as a young child Peter
Francisco was taken from his family and
abandoned on a dock in Virginia.

When the Revolution began, 16-year-
old Francisco joined the Virginia militia
and fought in many battles. Most
accounts indicate that he was quite large,
standing 6-feet 6-inches tall and weighing
260 pounds. Armed with a huge sword at
Guilford Courthouse, Francisco killed 11
British soldiers.

Seriously wounded by a British bayo-
net, Francisco collapsed and was left for
dead on the battlefield. He recovered and
rejoined the troops for the Yorktown cam-
paign. Francisco had earned a reputation
for bravery and dedication to the revolu-
tionary cause. e

* African Americans
and the War

When the American Revolution began,
the population of the colonies was
dpproximately 2.5 million. More than a
half million were African Americans.
Slaveholders were afraid to give guns to
either enslaved or free African Americans.
In November 1775 orders went out to dis-
charge all African American soldiers in
the Continental Army:.

: A BatrLe oF Cowpens Led by General Greene

.Pit’:turmg and General Morgan, American forces defeat-

@1sf0ry'- ed the British at the Battle of Cowpens. What
fighting tactics did General Greene use
against the British?

Both Sides Encourage Enlistment

Soon after, the British offered enslaved
persons their freedom in return for mili-
tary service. Enslaved African Americans
signed up in great numbers. According to
one estimate, nearly 1,000 enslaved per-
sons joined the British and gained their
freedom.

The Americans, meanwhile, found
themselves in need of troops. Realizing
that great numbers of African Americans
were fighting for the British, American
policy changed to encourage the enlist-
ment of those who were free or enslaved.

In reality, African Americans had been
involved in the Revolution from the
beginning. One of the first Americans to
die for the revolutionary cause was
African American Crispus Attucks, who
was killed at the Boston Massacre on
March 5, 1770. Many more would follow
in his footsteps.

In all about 5,000 African Americans
served as soldiers, minutemen, scouts,

CHAPTER 8 The American Revolution: 1776-1783 235
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Women in War

During the American Revo-
lution, women often served as
secret agents, or accompa-
nied troops as cooks, medics,
laundresses, and guides.
Some also fought in combat.
Today, women have more
active roles in the military.

Then

Soldier Without
Her Name

In 1782 Deborah Sampson
dressed in men’s clothing, bor-
rowed the name of her brother
Robert, and
joined the

N——;

TR g

i
¥

Continental Army. She knew
that she could fight as well as
any man, but because she was
a woman, the army would not
permit her to join. Still, she
fought in many battles and was
wounded twice.

Now

On Land, On Sea,
In the Air

Today, women no longer
have to disguise themselves in
men’s clothes in order to serve
their country in the armed
forces. They can enlist in any of
the armed forces and move up
the ranks just like their male
counterparts. Women now
make up almost one-fifth of the

12 8.0 2.8.0.0.0.8.9.6.080 088888000000 00 0

Linking Past and Present

A U.S. Navy oFFicERs

United States military forces.
They serve on warships, fly jet
fighters, and command their
own units. Although women still
do not fight in hand-to-hand
combat, about 90 percent of
today's military jobs are open to
women.

- < DEeBORAH SAMPSON
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guards, sailors, spies, laborers, fifers, and
drummers in the Continental Army. Jack
Sisson participated in a bold raid on
British military headquarters in Newport,
Rhode Island. James Armistad served
valiantly as an American spy, working out
of the headquarters of General Lafayette.
At least 12 African Americans, includ-
ing Caesar Bacon, Cuff Whittemore, Peter
Salem, and Salem Poor, fought at the Bat-
tle of Bunker Hill. American commanders
singled out Salem Poor for his skill and
valor. Fellow soldiers reported that he
“behaved like an experienced officer, as
well as an excellent soldier.” They recom-
mended that the Continental Congress
recognize and honor him for his bravery.

UNIT 3 A New Nation: 1776-1791

Fighting for Freedom

The idea of fighting for freedom was
particularly meaningful to the colonial
African Americans. By the end of the war,
some enslaved African Americans had
gained their freedom. As a result of the
war efforts of African Americans, North-
ern states such as Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania
attempted to end slavery in their states.

The African Americans who returned
to the South after serving in the Continen-
tal Army did not find an end to enslave-
ment, however. Even though Virginia and
other states passed laws giving freedom
to ex-soldiers, most slaveholders did not
free them.
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j Women and the War

effor
bus

cook
’ erved as nurses.

ers and cups for bullets.

A few women took part in battles. Mary
Ludwig Hays McCauley spent seven years
at her husband’s side in battle. The soldiers
called her “Moll of the Pitcher,” or Molly
Pitcher, because she carried water pitchers
to the soldiers. She also helped the wound-

ed and assisted the men at the cannons.

During the New Jersey Battle of Mon-
mouth in 1778, McCauley’s husband was
wounded. She took his place on the bat-
tlefield, operating the cannon and firing at
the British. The American government
recognized her valiant service more than
40 years later and granted her a $50 per
year ;-=nsion, or payment for the military
service she had performed. One year later

Mary McCauley died.

Checking for Understanding

Bridge, Savannah, Charleston.
2. Define Battle of Cowpens, pension.

defeat the British?

4. How did women contribute to the war
effort?

—

omen also contributed to the war
¢, With the men away on the battle-
p old, many women took on th.c; responsi-
ity of running the family farms and
inesses. Other women followed their
11u5ba“d5 to the army camps. There they
ed, sewed, carried ammunition, or

gome supported the war effort by mak-
ing s0ap, gathering rags for bandages,
and making coats and shirts to keep the
soldiers warm through the winter.
pecause of a shortage of metal, many
women melted down their pewter pitch-

L Identify Francis Marion, Peter Francisco,
Salem Poor, Kings Mountain, Moore’s Creek the Continental Army stop enlisting African

3. What skills helped the Patriot raiders to

PR A ArRICAN AMERICANS FIGHTING
ﬁp.l t.:lurl!lg IN THE WAR Many African
FREII8%  Americans fought for the Con-

tinental Army and gave their
lives during the Revolutionary War. Why did
the American policy change, allowing
African Americans to fight in the war?

Women played other roles, as well.
Lydia Darragh worked as a spy for the
Continental Army. Mercy Otis Warren
helped the war effort by writing newspa-
per articles in support of the Revolution.

************** — SEGTION 3 REVIEW * 7 ek ke sk Kk sk ke kok ko ok

Critical Thinking
5. Determining Cause and Effect Why did

Americans and then change its policy?

6. Design a symbol or logo that captures
the spirit and determination of the

Patriot raiders in the South.
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Victory at Yorktown

Readto Learn ...

* how France helped to end the war.

* how General Washington defeated
the British at Yorktown.

* the terms of the Treaty of Paris.

Terms to Know

* compromise.
* Treaty of Paris

People to Meet

% Admiral Francois de Grasse

Places to Locate
* Yorktown

% Chesapeake s
Bay

238

In 1781 the British generals were con-
fused and in disagreement over their next
move. France’s entry into the war had
complicated matters for them. After a
series of victories over the British navy,
the French had won command of Ameri-
ca’s Atlantic coast. The British saw
France’s presence there as a challenge to
their control of the sea.

* The Final Battie

Following the Patriots’ hit-and-run
attacks in the South, General Cornwallis
led his 7,500 troops north to Yorktown,
Virginia. Yorktown was on a peninsula
formed by the James River and Chesa-
peake Bay. Cornwallis thought this
would be an excellent location. From here,
he could receive supplies from British
ships. In addition, he thought the site pro-
vided a safe haven for his army.

UNIT 3 A New Nation: 1776-1791

P> AMERICAN
MILITIAMAN

Cornwallis, though, was unprepared
for the confrontation that would soon
occur. On August 29, 1781, the comman-
der of the French fleet, Admiral Frangois
de Grasse, anchored 29 warships in
Chesapeake Bay. His fleet blocked the
entrance and prevented Cornwallis from
getting supplies. The blockade also kept
Cornwallis from escaping by sea. At the
same time, Washington’s army and 7,000
French troops led by General Jean de
Rochambeau (ROHeSHAMe®BOH) hurried
from New York to Virginia. By September
14 they had reached the peninsula. Mear*”
while, additional forces led by Anthony
Wayne and the Marquis de Lafayette co™
verged on Yorktown.

The armies and the French navy
trapped Cornwallis. Every route of escaP®
by land and by sea had been blockec}'
British forces tried to rescue Cornwallis?
army but could not penetrate the Fren¢
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and American lines. On October 17, 1781,
Cornwallis wrote to General Washington,
requesting a cease-fire. Two days later the
British officially surrendered.

gurrender at Yorktown

On October 19, British and American
troops met outside of Yorktown, along the
river. The drums grew quiet as the two
sides faced each other. General Washing-
ton waited to accept General Cornwallis’s
sword in the gesture of surrender. Corn-
wallis, however, was not there. Instead, he
had named General Charles O’Hara to act
in his place.

Learning of the substitution, Washing-
ton selected General Benjamin Lincoln to
represent the Americans. This was a gen-
erous tribute to Lincoln, whose troops had
been defeated in the battle at Charleston.
Lincoln accepted O’Hara’s sword and

then directed the British troops to stack
their weapons and return to Yorktown.

As the 7,000 British soldiers turned
over their weapons to the Americans, the
British band played a sad tune titled “The
World Turn’d Upside Down.” The British
were dismayed. The Americans were jubi-
lant. Washington’s ragtag army had beat-
en King George’s mighty forces. Although
the war was not quite over, a major battle
had been won, and the Americans knew
victory was theirs.

% The Road to Peace

When news of the surrender reached
London, British prime minister Lord North
exclaimed, “It is all over!” Parliament
voted North out of office. Next, the two
sides had to sit down and negotiate a peace
agreement,

A Surrenper oF Lorp CornwaLLis AT Yorkrown by John Trumbull 1824 Trapped
by American and French forces, General Charles Cornwallis surrendered at
Yorktown. The victory would guarantee America’s freedom from Great Britain.

Who represented the American forces at the surrender?
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Treaty of Paris

Delegates from the Continental Con-
gress, including John Jay, Benjamin
Franklin, and John Adams, traveled to
Paris to meet with the British and work
out the details of the treaty. It took almost
two years for American and British peace-
makers to reach a is¢, or an
agreement acceptable to both sides. Final-
ly, on September 3, 1783, the two sides
signed the ' [ Paris,

The treaty stated that Great Britain
would acknowledge the independence of
the colonists and remove its troops from
American soil immediately. In addition,
the treaty set new boundaries for the
United States. The new territory included
all the land west of the Appalachian
Mountains to the Mississippi River. It
extended from Canada in the north to
Florida in the south. Great Britain
returned Florida to Spain.

According to the treaty, the Americans
agreed to ask state legislatures to pay Loy-
alists for property they lost in the war.
Most states ignored the claims.

Washington's Farewell

With good reason Patriots throughout
the colonies celebrated their victory as the

1.8.8.8.8.2.8.0.0.8.0.0.6.8.8 ¢

Checking for Understanding

1. Identify Admiral Frangois de Grasse,
Yorktown, Chesapeake Bay.

2. Define compromise, Treaty of Paris.

3. How did France help the Americans defeat
the British at Yorktown?

4. How did the land boundaries of the
colonies change as a result of the Treaty
of Paris?

* SE(:IIIN 4 REVIEW %
Critical Thinking

5. Predicting Consequences
think would have happened if France had
not entered the war?

ACTIVITY

6. Draw a picture of a gift that you think

last of the British troops left New York.
General Washington, at the head of his
troops, rode triumphantly into the city,
The nation owed a great debt to Washing-
ton. His unwavering dedication, disci-
pline, and superior judgment helped to
win the American Revolution.

In December of 1783, Washington
addressed his troops in a final farewell at
Fraunces Tavern in New York City.
Colonel Benjamin Tallmadge recorded
Washington’s words:

‘ ‘ With a heart full of love
and gratitude, I now take
leave of you. ... I cannot
come to each of you, but
shall feel obliged if each
of you will come and take
me by the hand. ’ (3

Tallmadge said every officer in the room
marched up to the departing general
“Such a scene of sorrow and weeping I
had never before witnessed.”

When the war ended, Washington
returned to his home at Mount Vernon,
Virginia, where he planned to live quietly
with his family. The war was over and
independence had been won. Still, Wash-
ington knew there would be great chal-
lenges ahead for the young and promising
country.

e e e Fe Fe Fe Fe FeHe FeH K KK

What do you

the Continental Congress might have
sent to the French government in appre-
ciation for its help in ending the war.
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Using Key Vocabulary

Use the vocabulary words below to complete
the following sentences.

compromise
Patriots
Loyalists
blockade
privateers

1. During the American Revolution, British ships
set up a of colonial ports.

2. Owners of American merchant ships who vol-
unteered to go up against the British navy
were called

3. Colonists who sided with the British were
given the name

4. The Continental Army was made up of

5. After much discussion, American and British
representatives reached a and
signed the Treaty of Paris.

Reviewing Facts

1. Describe how the Declaration of Indepen-
dence divided the nation.

2. Tell what actions the Second Continental Con-
gress took to prepare the colonists for war.

3. Identify the battle that was the turning point
for the Americans in the war.

4. Name the country that helped Washington
defeat the British at Yorktown.

5. List the main terms of the Treaty of Paris.

Understanding Goncepts
American Demncracy

1. Describe the four parts of the Declaration of
Independence.
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2. Why did colonists have to break their ties with
Britain in order to create a democracy?

Conflict and Cooperation

3. What advantages did the Continental Army
have that the British army did not?

4, In what roles did African Americans serve in
helping the American war effort?

5. How did European aid help the Americans to
win the war?

History and Geography

Study the map showing the new territory
gained as a result of the terms in the 1783 Treaty
of Paris. Then answer the questions on page 243.

Land Claims in North America, 178
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poeAtin  What natural landmark formed the
new western boundary of America?

ﬂeg’f&]ﬂ What country claimed the most land
in North America in 1783? What country
claimed the least land?

pMovement What country claimed the land
north of America?

4 Location What country’s land claims lay far-
thest north?

gpitical Thinking

1. Analyzing Information If the phrase in the
Declaration of Independence, “all men are cre-
ated equal,” had applied to all African Ameri-
cans, how would their lives have been
different after the war?

2. Drawing Conclusions After the American
victory at Yorktown, the British played “The
World Turn’d Upside Down.” Two lines of the
song are “If ponies rode men and grass ate
cows; And cats should be chased to holes by
the mouse.” What do you think the British sol-
diers were trying to express by playing this
song?

e Interdisciplinary Activity:
RREL Language Arts

Do library research to learn more about the
lives of American soldiers during the Revolu-
tionary War. From your research, select either an
American soldier or an American regiment. Then
Ofganize your group into two smaller groups.
One group will write a biography of an Ameri-
‘an soldier or a description of an American regi-
fnent. The other group will make a poster-size,
lustrateg map displaying the names and geo-
S'aphic locations where your soldier or regiment

Ought. Share your work with other members of
€ clags,

CHAPTER 8 The American Revolution: 1776-1783

Practicing Skills
Weiting an Outline

Review the Declaration of Independence on
pages 220-223. Then complete this outline.

The Declaration of Independence
I. Preamble
IL. Declaration of Natural Rights

111 List of Grievances

IV. Statement of Independence

A. Rights of colonies
1. To be free and independent states
2. To not have to answer to the British

monarchy

3.

B. Powers of colonies
1. To levy war

2.
3.
4

et

. To sacrifice our lives
2.

. To sacrifice our sacred honor
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