Analysis Skills

Distinguish Essential from Incidental @)
Informa,t'ion Identify Evidence

Follow these steps to help you distinguish essential from
incidental information.

Identify a focus or topic. Set a purpose for Identify Information that is incidental
your research. What exactly are you trying to your topic. Remember the focus you
to find out? What key questions are you try- have set for your research. Information that
ing to answer? What idea or event are you is not related to this focus is incidental.
trying to understand? For example, suppose you want to use

the information in the chart to learn about
Locate your sources. The sources you

Andrew Johnson's plan for Reconstruction.

choose will depend on your focus and topic. Information about Johnson’s impeachment

Identify information that is essential to might be accurate, but it is incidental to your
your topic. Based on your focus, what topic. Which of the statements are incidental
information will help you achieve your to your research? Which are essential?

goal? What kinds of data will answer ques-
tions or increase your understanding?

President Andrew Johnson and Radical Reconstruction

Johnson supported a mild Reconstruction plan that called for a majority of
voters in each southern state to pledge loyalty to the United States.

Johnson required states to ratify the Thirteenth Amendment as a condition
of re-entering the union.

When southern states met his requirements for readmission to the Union,
Johnson quickly approved their new state governments.

When President Lincoln was assassinated, Johnson became President. He
took over the task of implementing Reconstruction.

Republicans were outraged when southern states that had been readmitted
elected former Confederate officeholders to Congress.

The Radical Republicans were led in the House by Thaddeus Stevens of
Pennsylvania and in the Senate by Charles Sumner of Massachusetts.

Republicans were angry when southern states enacted black codes that
restricted the rights of freedmen.
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LESSON 3

7

GET READY TO READ

START UP

In this image, a member of the Freedmen'’s Bureau
holds off outraged white men. Look at other
images and headings in this topic, then write two
predictions of what you will read about.

GUIDING QUESTIONS

How did conservatives resist Reconstruction?
What economic, political, and social challenges
faced Reconstruction governments?

How did Reconstruction redefine what it meant
to be an American?

TAKE NOTES

Literacy Skills Summarize
Use the graphic organizer in your & Active Journal
to take notes as you read the lesson.

PRACTICE VOCABULARY

Use the vocabulary activity in your & Active Journal
to practice the vocabulary words.

Vocabulary Academic Vocabulary
scalawag notorious
carpetbagger anticipate

Ku Klux Klan

sharecropper
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Before the Civil War, a small group of rich
planters dominated politics in the South.
During Reconstruction, however, new groups
tried to reshape southern politics.

How Did New Political Groups
Shape the South?

The state governments created during
Radical Reconstruction were different from
any governments the South had known
before. The old leaders had lost much of
their influence. Three groups stepped in to
replace them.

White Southern Republicans One group
to emerge consisted of white southerners
who supported the new Republican govern-
ments. Many were businesspeople who had
opposed secession in 1860. They wanted to
forget the war and get on with rebuilding
the South.

However, many whites in the South felt that
any southerner who helped the Republicans
was a traitor. They called the white southern
Republicans scalawags, a word used for
small, scruffy horses.



Northerners Many northerners came to the South after the war. o

White southerners accused the new arrivals of hoping to get rich from

the South’s misery. Southerners jested that these northerners were Reconstruction-Era
in such a hurry to move south that they had time only to fling a few Political Groups
clothes into carpetbags, a type of cheap suitcase. They became known

as carpetbaggers.

In fact, northerners went south for various reasons. While a few did
hope to profit as the South rebuilt, many more were Union soldiers who
had grown to love the South’s rich land. Others, both white and black,
were teachers, ministers, and reformers who wanted to help the freed-
men succeed in their new lives.

African Americans African Americans were the third major new
group in southern politics. Before the war, they had no voice in govern-
ment. During Reconstruction, they not only voted in large numbers, but
they also ran for and were elected to public office. They became sher-
iffs, mayors, and legislators in the new state and local governments.

As well, sixteen African Americans were elected to the United States

Congress between 1869 and 1880. Analyze Images This

Two African Americans, both representing Mississippi, served in the illustration shows the first
Senate. In 1870, Hiram Rhodes Revels, a clergyman and teacher, seven African Americans to
became the nation’s first black senator. He completed the unfinished serve in Congress, including
term of former Confederate president Jefferson Davis. In 1874, Blanche Hiram Revels (far left).

Identify Cause and Effect
What changes made it
possible to elect freedmen
to national office?

Kelso Bruce became the first African American elected to a full term in
the Senate. Bruce served from 1875 to 1881.




-rh]ngs to Know AbOUt First African American elected to a full term in the U.S. Senate

(1841-1898)

"gen  BIOGRAPH Y- s
5 BLANCHE K. BRUCE

e Although born into slavery, Bruce received a good education as a
child and attended Oberlin College for two years.

* At age 21 he won his freedom by escaping to Kansas.

e In 1864, he opened the first school for African American children
in Missouri.

e The Mississippi legislature elected Bruce to the U.S. Senate in 1874,
while the state was under military governance.

e As Senator, Bruce spoke out for fair treatment of African Americans
and Native Americans.

* Critical Thinking

Revels’s election was an important victory for African Americans. He

served on the Committee on Education and Labor, where he opposed
attempts to segregate, or separate, schools for African Americans and
whites. He also promoted opportunities for African American workers.

Freedmen had less political influence than many whites claimed, how-
ever. Only in South Carolina did African Americans win a majority in
one house of the state legislature. No state elected a black governor.

8 Describe how politics in the South changed

during Reconstruction.

Did you know?

After Blanche Bruce's Why Did Conservatives Resist Reform?

election in 1874, no African Most white southerners who had held power before the Civil War

AmieTican oS ?Ieded to resisted Reconstruction. These conservatives resented the changes

the Senate until Edward ; . .

Hrankes, sFMasnrhnsds, imposed by Congress and enforced by the military. Conservatives

in 1966. were willing to let African Americans vote and hold a few offices, but
they were determined to keep real power in the hands of whites. A few
wealthy planters tried to force African Americans back onto planta-
tions. Many small farmers and laborers wanted the government to
take action against freedmen, who now competed with them for land
and powet.

Most of these conservatives were Democrats. They declared war on
anyone who cooperated with the Republicans. “This is a white man’s
country,” declared one southern senator, “and white men must govern it”

The Ku Klux Klan Some white southerners formed secret societ-
Academic Vocabulary ies to help them regain power. The most motorious was the Ku Klux
notorious ¢ adj., well known Klan, or KKK. The Klan worked to keep African Americans and white

for some bad quality or Republicans out of office.

effect
Dressed in white robes and hoods to hide their identities, Klansmen

rode at night to the homes of African American voters, shouting
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threats and burning wooden crosses. When threats did not work, the
Klan turned to violence. Klan members murdered hundreds of African
Americans and their white allies.

The Klan’s Reign of Terror Many moderate southerners con-
demned the Klan’s violence, but most did little to stop the reign of ter-
ror. Freedmen turned to the federal government for help. In Kentucky,
African American voters wrote to Congress:

Primary Source

"We believe you are not familiar with the Ku Klux
Klan's riding nightly over the country spreading
terror wherever they go by robbing, whipping, and

killing our people without provocation.”

Analyze Political
Cartoons Both the KKK
and White League used
violence to try to prevent
freedmen from voting.

—~Records of the U.S. Senate, April 11, 1871

In 1870, Congress made it a crime to use force to keep people from
voting. Klan activities decreased, but the threat of violence remained.

Some African Americans continued to vote and hold office, but others Infer What does the phrase
were frightened away from the ballot box. “worse than slavery”
suggest about the effect
8 Explain the social and political impact of southern of this violence on African
conservatives during Reconstruction. American families?
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Republican-dominated governments
tried to rebuild the South. They made
notable advances. They established
the first publicly financed school
systems in the South. These pro-
vided education for both black and
white children.

Many states gave women the right
to own property and otherwise
expanded women’s rights. In some
cases, the legislatures provided debt
relief for the poor.

In addition, Reconstruction govern-
ments rebuilt railroads, telegraph
lines, bridges, and roads. Between
1865 and 1879, the South laid 7,000
miles of railroad track. However,
progress was hindered by economic
difficulties, white resistance to reform,
and government corruption.
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Analyze Images This
1872 newspaper cartoon
was titled “Lincoln, the
Emancipator.” Synthesize
Visual Information What

are the people in the
cartoon doing? Why?

Taxation and Voting Rights Before the war, southerners paid low
taxes, but rebuilding the South cost money, and taxes rose sharply.
This created discontent among many southern whites. Many former
Confederate officers and officials resented being denied voting rights
while people they considered inferior were allowed to vote. The tax
increases also caused some landowners to lose their land.

Widespread Corruption Southerners were further angered by
reports of widespread corruption in the Reconstruction governments.
One state legislature, for example, voted $1,000 to cover a member’s
bet on a horse race. Other items billed to the state included hams, per-
fume, and a coffin.

Mixed Results for Legislative Reform State legislative reform in
the South met with mixed success. New state constitutions allowed all
adult men to vote, removed restrictions for holding office, and made
public officials elected rather than appointed. Executive branches were
given increased power to provide government services.

However, legislation to enroll voters was hindered by new restrictions
that kept many African Americans from registering or voting. Many
of the laws preventing former Confederates from voting and holding
office did not last. In Georgia, African Americans were forced from the
state legislature.

8 Summarize the problems that faced

Reconstruction governments trying to rebuild the South.

1

N
CSRONIY

Economic Problems in
the South

In the first months after the war,
many freedmen left the planta-
tions on which they had lived and
worked. Some searched for family
members. Others went in search of
work. They found few opportuni-
ties, however.

Freedmen Have Limited
Opportunities Some Radical
Republicans talked about giving
each freedman “40 acres and a
mule” as a fresh start. This idea
stemmed from a field order given
by General William Tecumseh
Sherman in 1865. Thaddeus
Stevens suggested breaking up big
plantations and distributing the
land. Most Americans opposed the
plan, however. In the end, former
slaves received—in the words of a

freedman—"nothing but freedom.”
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Through hard work or good luck,
some freedmen did become land-
owners. Most, however, felt they
had little choice but to return
to where they had lived in
slavery. At the same time,
some large planters found
themselves with land but
nobody to work it.

Rebuilding the South’s
Economy Before the

Civil War, southern plant-
ers enjoyed prosperity
because of strong demand
for cotton, tobacco, and
other farm products in the
North and in Britain and
Europe. During the war, a
Union blockade cut off those
markets. As a result, worldwide
prices for those products rose, and
suppliers in Latin America, India,
and elsewhere began producing more
tobacco, cotton, sugar cane, and rice.
When the war ended and southern farmers
returned to the market, they faced much greater

competition from foreign producers. Predictably, according

to the laws of supply and demand, this led to lower prices and

Analyze Images This
photograph shows a group
of freedmen in Richmond,

less income. Some farmers went into debt and lost their land. Virginia. Identify Main

Meanwhile, the war had destroyed many of the South’s cities and Ideas Why did many

factories. Moreover, Southern planters had lost their enslaved workers, freedmen have trouble
finding jobs?

who were often a planter’s main investment. As a result, the South had
little money to invest in industry. It remained dependent on farming at
a time when farming brought less income.

Poverty in the South During Reconstruction, many freedmen and
poor whites became sharecroppers on plantations. As sharecroppers,
they rented and farmed a plot of land in exchange for a share of the
crop at harvest time. They also commonly purchased seed, fertilizer,

and tools on credit, to be paid for with an additional share of their Academic Vocabulary
crop. To many freedmen, sharecropping offered a measure of indepen- anticipate  v., expect or
dence. Many anticipated owning their own land one day. look ahead to

In fact, this arrangement locked sharecroppers into a cycle of poverty.
Each spring, they received supplies on credit. In the fall, they used their
harvest to repay what they had borrowed. Since prices for farm prod-
ucts were low, the harvest often did not cover what they owed. Each
year they fell further behind. Instead of rising toward independence,
they sank deeper into debt.

The Cycle of
Poverty
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Analyze Images This
photograph shows
freedmen planting sugar
cane in Georgia in the late
1860s. Identify Cause
and Effect What impact
did sharecropping have
on African Americans’
economic status?

Sharecropping was not the only way freedmen could be trapped in
peonage, or debt slavery. Under new laws against vagrancy, black men
were stopped, arrested, and fined for being unemployed. Victims who
could not pay the fine would be imprisoned and forced to work without
pay. Sometimes, a local business owner would offer to pay the fine in
exchange for a term of servitude. If the paperwork became lost, a vic-
tim might never regain his freedom.

& Express Problems Clearly What was the biggest
problem with sharecropping?

(¥ Lesson Check

Practice Vocabulary

Critical Thinking and Writing

1. What were the differences between 4. Summarize why white southern
scalawags and carpetbaggers? conservatives resisted Reconstruction.

2. What was the Ku Klux Klan, and what did it 5. ldentify Main Ideas What were the central
try to accomplish? challenges to rebuilding the South?

3. Why did sharecroppers often end up 6. Writing Workshop: Support Ideas With
in debt? Evidence Outline your research paper by

writing your main ideas. Under each main
idea, write facts and other evidence from
your research that support that idea.
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Analysis Skills

Interpret Thematic Maps

Follow these steps to review the ways to analyze a thematic map.

Read Special-Purpose

Maps
Identify the type and general topic of Determine the time period shown on
the thematic map. Often, the map title the map. If no dates are indicated in the
indicates both the general type of map and map title or key, the map probably repre-
its specific topic. If it does not, look at the sents the present time. What time period is |
key to see what kind of information the shown on this map? i

map shows. After studying the map briefly,

make a general statement about the topic Explain what the map shows. Use the

key to analyze the information shown on the l

of this map. map. The key explains special symbols and ‘
Determine the place shown on the colors used on the map and indicates what 5
map. Map titles often indicate the region kinds of information you can find on the map. |
shown. If not, look at the map. Do the col- In a few sentences, summarize the informa- ;
ors give you any clues? Often, surrounding tion shown on this map. }

regions, states, or countries are shown in a

single neutral color. Areas that are the main

focus of the map may have colors that make |
them stand out. What do the colors used on 1
the map suggest is the main area covered

by the map?

African American Migration, 1866-1877
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LESSON 4

GET REA

START UP

How might massive rebuilding in the South change
these freedmen’s lives and the future southern
economy?

GUIDING QUESTIONS

e \What events led to the end of Reconstruction?

7

TO READ

toas

e How were the rights of African Americans
restricted in the South during Reconstruction
and for decades afterward?

e \What industries flourished in the “New South”?

TAKE NOTES

Literacy Skills Draw Conclusions
Use the graphic organizer in your & Active Journal
to practice the vocabulary words.

PRACTICE VOCABULARY

Use the vocabulary activity in your & Active Journal
to practice the vocabulary words.

Vocabulary Academic
Compromise of 1877  segregation Vocabulary
poll tax Jim Crow laws ~ ©MPloy
literacy test Plessy v. specifically
grandfather clause Ferguson

“"New South”
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Reconstruction had brought both positive
change and turmoil to the South. The end
of Reconstruction led to new hardships for
African Americans in the South.

How Did Reconstruction Come

to an End?

By the 1870s, Radical Republicans were los-
ing power. Many northerners grew weary of
trying to reform the South. It was time to let
southerners run their own governments, they
said—even if it meant that African Americans
in the South might lose their rights.

Political Changes In the South The
disclosure of widespread corruption also
hurt Republicans. President Grant appointed
many friends to government offices. Some
used their position to steal large sums of
money from the government. Grant won
reelection in 1872, but many northern-

ers had lost faith in Republicans and

their policies.

Congress passed the Amnesty Act in 1872. It
restored the right to vote to nearly all white
southerners, including former Confederates.



