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The People's President

 SETTING THE SCENE

On the evening of July 3, 1826, a

small group of people stood quietly in a
darkened bedroom at Monticello, a home
in Virginia. They watched as 83-year-old
Thomas Jefferson struggled to breathe.
Another group gathered in a darkened
bedroom of a house in Quincy, Massachu-
setts. This group stayed near the bed of
91-year-old John Adams.

In the early dawn hours, Jefferson
asked weakly if it was July 4. His friends
assured him it was. “Just as I wished,”
murmured Jefferson. A few hours later, on
the 50th anniversary of the approval of
the Declaration of Independence, Jeffer-

son died. John Adams followed several
hours later.
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< JACKSON’S WHITE
BEAVER HAT

The deaths of these two giants from the
American Revolution left people stunned.
Clearly, Americans stood on the threshold
of a new era. They looked around for
leaders to guide the nation on its journey
toward greater democracy.

* Broadening
Political Power

The Declaration of Independence held
out a great promise. “All men are created
equal,” declared the document. In fact,
however, only a select group of people—

white male property owners—made deci-
sions about government.
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New Voices From the West

As new states entered the Union, the
rules of leadership began to change. Set-
tlers who carved out states in lands
between the Appalachian Mountains and
the Mississippi River judged leaders by
new standards. Westerners respected self-
made leaders—people who succeeded on
their own rather than on inherited wealth
or family name. The hardships of frontier
life had taught people the value of coop-
eration and hard work.

When new Western states wrote consti-
tutiohs, they gave stiii iz ¢, or the right to
vote, to all white men. States in the East
soon followed the example of the West.
One by one, they eliminated voting
restrictions based on property, payment of
taxes, or religion. By the 1830s, the num-
ber of qualified voters in the United States
had skyrocketed.

Liizits on the Vote

While large numbers of free white men
won the right to vote, many free African
American men lost it. Most northern
states had allowed them to vote early in
the 1800s. However, these states took the
vote away or restricted it during the 1820s
and 1830s,

Other groups in the United States also
had ne voice in politics, Women, Native
Americans, and enslaved African Ameri-
‘ans were still denied the right to vote.

An Eng 1o "King Caucus”

The white men who did win the rj ght to
Y in the 18905 and 1830s made sure
vt:- “I8 heard their voices. In addition to
- lng at the polls, they wanted a say in

%Smg who would run for President,

i Li“dﬂr the political practices of the
in D;ia handful of party officials gathered
[“r“ff‘_’ate Meetings to nominate people
i t‘al[l:& Such a closed political meeting

d a cayeus Because only party

leaders took part in nominating caucuses,
people called this method of choosing
candidates “King Caucus.” Critics said
the process limited democracy. People
demanded an end to “King Caucus.”

In the 1830s, party officials bowed to
public pressure, They began to hold
inating conveniions instead of party cau-
Cuses. At the nominating conventions,
delegates from each state cast their votes
for political candidates.

BExpansion of the vote and the death of
“King Caucus” created an air of excite-
ment. More and more people felt the
drama of politics. As a result, voter
turnout increased sharply. In the presi-
dential election of 1824, fewer than 27
percent of qualified voters took part. By
1840, voter turnout was more than 80 per-
cent. By contrast, voter turnout has been
less than 60 percent in recent present-day
presidential elections.

* The Disputed
Election of 1824

In 1824 Western voters saw a chance to
elect one of their own “favorite sons,” or
regional candidates, to office. That year,
two Westerners competed for the presi-
dency—Henry Clay of Kentucky and
Andrew Jackson of Tennessee. An East-
erner—John Quincy Adams of Massa-
chusetts—and a Southerner—William
Crawford of Georgia—also ran. All candi-
dates ran as Democratic-Republicans, the
only political party at that time.

The Candidates

John Quincy Adams, the son of Presi-
dent John Adams, had spent his life
studying national politics. As former sec-
retary of state under President Monroe, he
had also learned much about foreign
affairs. Adams, however, was not well
liked. Many people found him cold.
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‘ Henry Clay, on the other hand, won
| people over almost immediately with his
quick wit and charm. These traits had
helped Clay earn respect for his skill at
I compromise in the House of Representa-
'; tives. His ability to negotiate deals had led
| Clay to become speaker of the House.
Like Clay, William Crawford enjoyed
national fame as a longtime member of
Congress. People knew him best as Presi-
dent Monroe’s secretary of the treasury.
The fourth candidate, Andrew Jackson,
captured popular attention as the hero of
the Battle of New Orleans. Even more
important, people saw him as the symbol
of a self-made man of the Western frontier.
Although Jackson owned land and held
enslaved persons, he constantly reminded
people of his humble origins. Many ordi-
nary Americans looking to expand

democracy saw Jackson as very much like
themselves.

A Jonn Quiney Apams Without
a majority of the popular vote,
John Quincy Adams won the
presidential election of 1824.
Who received the majority of the popular
vote in the election of 18247
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The “Corrupt Bargain”

In the election of 1824, JﬂCk:’ion Wo
more popular votes than any of g, (‘1 fay
candidates. Neither Jackson nog ati; . hey
candidate, however, won a mMajor ey

. . of
electoral votes. For the second H?E-

United States history, the House of R: oy

sentatives would choose the Pres; d]:;&
Henry Clay received the fewest el@Ctor;i

votes and so was out of the race. I healy
forced Crawford to withdraw. By the time
the vote was to begin, the House had on|
two candidates to choose from—-Adams_
and Jackson.

People waited in suspense as the Houge
began voting. As speaker of the Houge,
Henry Clay was in a position to influence
the final count. At Clay’s urging, most of
his supporters threw their votes to
Adams. Clay’s action gave Adams
enough votes to win the presidency. A
short time later Adams named Clay his
secretary of state.

Enraged supporters of Jackson charged
Adams and Clay with reaching a “corrupt
bargain.” “[Clay] shines and stinks like a
rotten mackerel by moonlight,” declared
John Randolph of Virginia.

* New Political Parties

Following the 1824 election, the old
Democratic-Republican party began to
split apart. People who supported Adams
and Clay called themselves National
Republicans. The National Republicans
included Eastern business owners, South-
ern planters, and former Federalists. Sup-
porters of Jackson were determined that
Adams should not succeed. They branded
the National Republicans enemies of the
common people. They then formed a new
version of the Democratic-Republican
party to challenge them. The name would
later be shortened to Democratic party.
Today’s Democratic party traces its roots
to the time of Jackson.
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The Election of 1828

A new face of politics showed itself in
1828. No longer did people choose among
heroes of the American Revolution. They
now watched as Adams and Jackson,
again running for President,
attacked each other.

Jackson labeled Adams an aristocrat, or
a member of the upper class. Jackson also
pointed to funds that Adams had spent
on national projects such as roads and
canals. He claimed that by supporting
such projects, Adams had shown he
favored a powerful federal government.

Jackson hoped to turn voters who feared
federal power away from Adams.

Adams struck back. He went so far as
to call Jackson “a barbarian and savage
who could scarcely spell his own name.”
Adams’s backers painted Jackson as a ruf-
fian with a furious temper.

bitterly

President From the West

On Election Day, Jackson won by a
landslide. His support came from people
newly armed with the vote—urban East-
ern workers, farmers in the South, and
People from the new Western states. Upon
learning of Jackson’s victory, Massachu-
Setts senator Daniel Webster wrote:

***************

Checking for Understanding

L Identify Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson,
John Quincy Adams, William Crawford,
“PPalachian Mountains, Mississippi River.

" Vefine suffrage, caucus, nominating
ONwention,

~hanges took place in voter qualifica-
N in the early 1800s?

*How 4
oW did thege changes benefit Andrew
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Picturing A AnpREW Jackson [n 1828,
X Jackson campaigned as a man
@mtory of the people, while trying to
depict John Quincy Adams as

an aristocrat. What group from the South

voted largely for Jackson?

‘ ‘ My opinion is that when he ;
comes [to office] he will |
bring a breeze with him.

Which way it will blow, I
cannot tell. . . . My fear is
stronger than my hope. , , J
Jackson’s supporters believed that he ’
represented the “common man.” He be-
came the symbol of the growing power of |
democracy. J

5 A ke e ek ok sk kokok
Critical Thinking

5. Determining Cause and Effect How did the
election of 1824 give rise to new political
parties?

ACTIVITY || -U'

6. Choose one of the candidates in the
election of 1824, and create g campaign

poster that reflects your candidate’s
strengths.

CHAPTER 13 The Age of Jackson: 18241842 425




A short time before his inaugura-

tion, Jackson’s beloved wife Rachel died.
The grief-stricken Jackson hardly looked
like the person to lead the United States
into a new era. Jackson, however, set aside
his mourning in the name of the people.
In keeping with the new spirit of
democracy, Jackson gave a giant inaugur-
al party. Rugged country folk and enthu-

siastic townspeople poured into the White
House. One onlooker described the scene:

‘ ‘ Ladies fainted, men were

seen with bloody noses, and
such a scene of confusion

took place as is impossible

to describe. . . . Ladies and
gentlemen had only been
expected at this Levee
[reception]. . .. But it was

the People’s day, and the
People’s President, and the ,.
People would rule. ﬁ} E‘}

\‘6’ o

426 UNIT'5 The Nation Expands: 1820-1860

e —— e -

SECTION 2

*************************************************** ***** 1
Yok
A New Sllil'it In the White Hougp

mes SETTING THE SCENE °

157

Peo;;le to Meet

* The Spoils System

Some Americans viewed the events of
Jackson’s Inauguration Day as a bad sign.
Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story
claimed that “the reign of King Mob
seemed triumphant.” Jackson, however,
saw the day as a signal of changes to
come. He intended to involve his support-
ers in far more than White House parties.

Rewards fop Victory

__Shortly after his inauguration, Jackson
firé'd\?‘a:ﬁy government employees. He
then replaced them with his own loyal
supporters. Politicians had quietly fol-
lowed this practice for years. Jackson,
however, openly defended it. “To the vic-

tor belong the spoils of the enemy,”
declared Jackson.

A Anprew JACKSON’S DUELING PISTOLS
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In war, spoils mean riches that a victo-
rious army seizes from its enemy. For
Jackson, the spoils of political victory
meant taking government jobs from
opponents and giving them to the vic-
tor’s own supporters. Jackson handed
out more political jobs to his supporters
than any President before him. There-
after, the practice became known as the
spoiis syst

Jackson believed the spoils system
expanded democracy. He felt any intelli-
gent person could fill a government posi-
tion. Changing officeholders, argued
Jackson, gave more people a chance to
take part in governing.

An Unofficial Cabinet

Jackson angered many people by rely-
ing upon a group of his own personal
advisers, nicknamed the kitchen cabinet.
Critics believed Jackson should seek the
advice of the cabinet members approved

_ by Congress. Jackson, however, turned a

deaf ear to critics. “I care nothing about
clamors,” he orice remarked. “I do pre-
cisely what I think just and right.”

* War With the Bank

In 1832 Jackson felt it “just and right” to
do battle with the Bank of the United
States. Debate had surrounded the Bank
¢ver since its creation in 1816. The federal
BOvernment deposited all of its money in
the Bank. As a result, the Bank had com-
Plete control over credit. It also decided

oW much money state banks received.
Amers and merchants hated the Bank.
0 did Andrew Jackson.

Yo

F‘)Otnotes to History

A Poumca CARTOON, “THE SpoiLs SYSTEM”

Jackson focused his anger at Nicholas
Biddle, president of the Bank since 1823.
In Jackson’s mind, Biddle represented the
power of wealthy Easterners. Biddle, who
came from a well-to-do Philadelphia fam-
ily, viewed Jackson with equal distaste.

The two headstrong leaders finally tan-
gled in 1832. That year, Biddle asked Con-
gress to renew the Bank’s charter,
although the charter was not due to run
out until 1836.

Henry Clay ran against Jackson for
President. He saw the Bank as a way to
unseat Jackson. If Jackson signed a con-
gressional bill to renew the Bank, he
would lose votes in the South and West. A
veto of the Bank bill, on the other hand,
would cost Jackson votes in the North.

Clay skillfully pushed the Bank bill
through Congress. Jackson lay ill in his
bed when the news reached him. He

xdil ..‘.....00..O......................................

fﬂl?i capm President Andrew Jackson was the first President born in a log

Ir . . 2
Voffice to ride a train.

oy . Atlier Presidents came from wealthy families. He was also the first Presi-
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H found the strength, however, to veto the
f' Bank renewal bill and charged that the
Bank was corrupt and anti-American.

Shutting Down the Bank

Biddle said the President’s charges had
“all the fury of a chained panther biting at
the bars of his cage.” Biddle, however,
soon found the “panther” on the loose. In
the 1832 election, the common people
handed Jackson a sweeping victory.

***************

Checking for Understanding
1. Identify Nicholas Biddle, Roger Taney.

2. Define spoils system, kitchen cabinet, pet
bank.

3. What arguments did Jackson use to defend
the spoils system?

4. What methods did Jackson use to destroy the
Bank of the United States?

A “THE Bank WaR” This 1833 cartoon illustr
dent Jackson’s transfer of federaj funds from
state banks. How did Nicholas Biddle attemp

ates the disorder that followed Pres;.
the Bank of the United States into
t to stop President Jackson?

Jackson promptly ordered Secretary of
the Treasury Roger Taney (TAW enee) to
put federal funds into certain state banks,
known as pei hanks, instead of into the
Bank of the United States. Biddle struck
back by restricting the flow of money out
of the Bank of the United States. Paper
money became so scarce that a financial
crisis seemed likely.

The loss of federal funds crippled the
Bank. In 1836 when its charter ran out, it
went out of business.

Ak kA ek k& ke kK

Critical Thinking
5. Forming Opinions

agree or disagree with Jackson’s uge of the
spoils system.

Tell why you would

I ——

6. Create a political cartoon that makes a

428

point about Jackson’s reelection in
1832.
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Crisis and Conflict
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House, he had learned to control his
famous temper. Jackson sometimes
enjoyed using his popular image as a fire-
brand, however, to make opponents back
down. Early in his second term, Jackson

needed all his contro] and skill to deal

with one of the biggest crises of his
administration.

Jackson’s crisis grew out of a | or

ax on imported goods, passed by Con-
gress in 1828, just before he came into

t
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office. As a result of the tariff, the price of
foreign goods sold in the United States
increased. Northern manufacturers and
Western farmers liked the fariff, High
prices on foreign goods made it easier for
them to sell their products to American
buyers. Southern planters, however, hated
the tariff. Because the South used many
imported goods, the tariff raised the price
of nearly everything Southerners pur-
chased.

Unhappy Southerners nicknamed the
protective tariff the Tariff of Abomina-
tions. An abomination is something dis-
gusting or hateful. They turned to John C.

Calhoun, Jackson’s Vice President, to bat-
tle against it.
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The Argument fop States’ Rights

In 1828 Calhoun stated that the Union
Was an agreement among sovereivn, or
independent, states. Each state govern-
ment, said Calhoun, had the right to nulli-
fy, or cancel, any federal law—such as the
tariff—that it considered unconstitutional.

Calhoun had raised a serious issue. Did
the states have the right to limit the power
of the federal government? Or did the fed-
eral government have the final say in dif-
ferences with the states? Calhoun favored
Hglits—the belief that an individ-
ual state may restrict federal authority.

PRT AP A w/
SUies

The Argument in Favor of the Union

In ]anuary of 1830, Senator Daniel
Webster of Massachusetts delivered a
scorching attack on states’ rights. He saw
states” rights as a threat to the Union.
Webster stood on the floor of the Senate to
challenge a speech given by Senator
Robert Hayne of South Carolina, Hayne
had defended the idea of vullitication, or
the right of states to declare federal laws
illegal. .

In"a two-day speech, Webster de-
fended the Constitution and the Union.
Near the end of his speech he cried, “Lib-
erty and Union, now and forever, one
and inseparable!”

* Jackson vs, GCalhoun

Nobody knew exactly where Jackson
*00d on the issue of states’ rights. Many
E!()l.ltlnc_-mers dared to hope that Jackson—
 Planter ang slaveholder—might side
’::_l‘fh them. In the spring of 1830, support-
ob Of‘ States’ rights invited the President

 dinpey party.
t‘);:tts t.h@ dinner, several _Buests gave
Jacks N favor of states’ rights. Finally,
Wit, 0“ fose. The President locked eyes
de ‘¢ President John Calhoun and

“\Cla "o, . .
‘ed: “Oyp Federal Union—it must be
]Vl.‘d!”

o

Calhoun did not flinch. With his eyes
firmly fixed on Jackson, Calhoun stood to
deliver his own toast. “The Union—next
to our liberty, the most dear!” With these
simple words, Calhoun placed the liberty
of a state above the Union,

In' December 1832, Calhoun resigned
before his term as Vice President ended,
He sought and won election as a senator
from South Carolina. Martin Van Buren,
who had run with Jackson in Jackson'’s
successful reelection in the fall of 1832,
became the next Vice President.

* Nullification Crisis

Questions of states’ rights continued to
arise. In 1832 Southern anger boiled over
when Congress passed a new tariff on
imports. This tariff lowered earlier rates
slightly, but the South had wanted it
removed completely. South Carolina
lashed out by passing the Nullification
Act. This law declared the tariff “null,
void, and no law.” The people of South
Carolina also threatened to secede. or
leave the Union, if the federal government
challenged the state law.

When Jackson heard the news, he
vowed to use force if needed to uphold the
federal law. South Carolina had hoped
other states would follow its lead. No state
did, however. In March 1833, Congress
passed a compromise tariff proposed by
Henry Clay. Although the tariff lowered
rates only slightly, South Carolina accept-
ed the proposal. The state legislature
repealed the Nullification Act. However,
the idea of secession remained firmly
planted in the minds of many Southerners,

* B Tragic Policy for
Native Americans

President Jackson took a firm stand
against Southerners on the tariff and
on nullification. He sided with them,

CHAPTER 13 The Age of Jackson: 1824-1842
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however, on another key issue of the
1830s. This issue involved the resettle-

ment of Native Americans on lands west
of the Mississippi River.

When Jackson entered the White
House, the federal government already
had a long-standing policy of backing
white settlers moving onto Native Ameri-
can lands. Jackson campaigned for office

|

by promising to continue this Polic ’
strongly believed that Native Amer}; N
should give up their lands tq SEttTans'
He also believed that Native A O,
could live more freely in “ang

erj i |

Territory—or present-day Oklahoyy, 3 lag 9

By the 1820s, only about 120,000
Americans remained east of the
sippi. Many of those belonged
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Movement The United States government moved Native Americans from

S?zﬂ iy their native land to reservations near Mexico. What Native American
‘.Y/ nation was taken farthest from its homeland?

Cho
and
Sou
at tl
Am
tior



/. He
icans
tlers.
icans
dian

Jative
1issis-
o the

Picturing

(Zlistory

Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, Seminole,
and Cherokee Nations of the Southeast.
Southern cotton planters looked hungrily
at their rich lands and pressured Native
American leaders to exchange their tradi-
tional lands for territory in the West.

Resistance

In 1828, the year Jackson first won the
Presidency, the Cherokee asked the
Supreme Court to defend the rights of
Native Americans in the Southeast. The
State of Georgia had claimed the right to
Jake laws for the Cherokee. The Chero-

*¢ claimed that federal treaties protected

inah"@.!\mm:i_cans as sovereign, self-rul-

8 Nations,

9&:]1; Cherokec presented a strong
€. Most Cherokee had adopted the

OIRE o 1 s
s of white settlers. A leader named

e
u .
h(.? &“Ya had developed a written alpha-
) il . S
the ' the Cherokee. Using these letters,
“erokee Jearned to read and write.

A THe Traw of Tears The United States government forced Native Americans from
their lands in the 1830s, relocating them to reservations west of the Mississippi
River. Why did the Cherokee eali the forced march “The Trail of Tears”?

They published a newspaper called the
Cherokee Phoenix. They also wrote a consti-
tution that set up a representative form of
government.

Chief Justice John Marshall sided with
the Cherokee in their complaints against
Georgia. In 1832 the Supreme Court
declared Georgia’s actions against this
Native American group unconstitutional.
President Jackson, however, sided with
Georgia. He ignored the Court’s decision.

The Trail of Tears

While the Supreme Court debated
Cherokee claims, Jackson convinced his
supporters in Congress to pass the Indian
Removal Act of 1830. This act provided
funds for the federal government to
remove Native Americans from the east-
ern United States.

At first Native Americans refused to
sign treaties recognizing the law. Jackson,
however, used his power as President to

CHAPTER 13 The Age of Jackson: 1824-1842
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send federal troops onto Native American
lands. At gunpoint, Native Americans
signed new treaties.

The Cherokee held out until 1838. Then,
they too agreed to move west. That fall
Cherokee leader John Ross led his people
on a forced march to Indian Territory. The
brutal weather of the Great Plains claimed
thousands of lives. Wrote one observer:
“Even aged females . . . were traveling
with heavy burdens attached to their
backs, sometimes on frozen ground . . .
with no covering on their feet.”

By the time John Ross arrived in Indian
Territory, about one-eighth of his people
had fallen. Among those who died was
his wife Quatie Ross. The Cherokee called
their sorrowful trek “The Trail Where
They Cried.” History knows it as the Trail
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Osceola Makes War

In southern Florida, a Seminole leader
refused to listen to soldiers who asked the
Seminole to give up their land. The leader
was Osceola, a Creek from present-day
Alabama. Osceola had moved to Florida in
the early 1800s while he was in his teens,

3. Why did the Tariff of Abominations create a
crisis for the Union?

remove them from their lands?

Living among the Seminole, |
became a respected hunter ang W
Soldiers presented Osceg]
treaty to sign. The treaty called . @
Seminole to move to Indian Tergy, ¢
within 3 years. Osceola spoke for a“i}r‘y
Seminole followers. “I love m

le

§¢
ATy,

Y lang ,

will not go from it!” he vowed. It jg q;}d
that he then drove a knife througy,
o

treaty. In so doing, Osceola and the Sem;
nole declared war against the

fe dey
al
government.

The Seminole had fought the Bovery. h

ment once before. A large group of ryp,
away slaves lived with the Seminole and
helped them in their fight. Jackson now
used federal troops to fight Osceola in the

Second Seminole War. The war lasted

seven years, from 1835 to 1842. Federa]
troops in 1837 captured Osceola. They
then put him in a prison near Charleston,
South Carolina. Less than a year later,
in January 1838, Osceola died in his
prison cell.

AN

Osceola’s people continued to fight -
after his death. The federal government

rounded up many Seminole and sent
them west. Some Seminole, however,
slipped far into the Florida swamps
known as the Everglades. Their descen-
dants still live there today. Heok ok
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Checking for Understanding Critical Thinking

1. Identify John C. Calhoun, Daniel Webster, 5. Interpreting Primary Sources In an appeal
Robert Hayne, Sequoya, John Marshall, to the American people, the Cherokee wrote:
John and Quatie Ross, Osceola, South “We wish to remain on the land of our
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, fathers. We have a perfect and original right

2. Define tariff, sovereign, states’ rights, nullifi- L il On' whag ba51§ did the Cherokee

. i claim ownership of land in the South?

cation, secede, Trail of Tears.

4, How did Native Americans resist efforts to 6. Create a newspaper drawing to illustrate

the Indian Removal from the Native
Americans’ point of view for a special
issue of the Cherokee Phoenix.
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On March 4, 1837, popular Presi-

dent Jackson turned over the reins of gov-
¢rment to Martin Van Buren. After Van
Buren delivered his Inaugural Address,
Jackson rose to leave for his home in Ten-

fessee. As he headed for his carriage, the

Towd raised its voice in one great cheer of
Ve and admiration,

" % The Election of 1836

; While he was stil] in office, Jackson was

Ricoy, 2 that one observer suggested he
Rooy, f®main President for life, In 1836,

P " . -
Wi, Ver, Jackson used his influence to

ng ¢ Democratic nomination for his

Theplc ed successor, Martin Van Buren,

-inCIUdL higs, the political party that

.\:Zial . h’m@' | d the National Republicans by this

ar : ;
N three candidates against Van

T e L
b y

SV I b by o

> Harmison CAMPAIGN FLAG

Buren. They hoped to split the popular
vote and force the election into the House
of Representatives. Van Buren stunned the
Whigs by claiming a sweeping victory.
Van Buren promised to walk “in the foot-
steps of President Jackson.”

People from Van Buren’s home state of
New York hailed the new President for his
skill in dealing with voters and other polit-
ical leaders. Within two months of taking
office, however, Van Buren ran into prob-
lems that overwhelmed his skills. The
cause of his trouble reached back to Jack-
son’s war on the Bank of the United States.

CHAPTER 13 The Age of Jackson: 1824-1842
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* Problems Left
to Van Buren

In 1836, the last full year of Jackson’s
presidency and the year before Van Buren
took office, the charter for the Bank of the
United States ran out. Left free of controls
from the Bank, individual banks all over
the country set their own rules for operat-
ing. Many state banks began to loan
money freely. They also printed many
paper notes as money, more than they
could back up by specie. Specie is hard
cash in the form of gold or silver.

Easy credit and the large amount of
paper money from banks helped increase
prices, especially the price of land. As
land prices went up and up, speculators
bought more and more land. As long as
prices continued to rise, the speculators
could hope to resell their purchases quick-
ly for more than they had paid for them.
Americans of all classes, from low-paid
clerks to wealthy bankers, became specu-
lators. Most used credit or borrowed

paper money to pay for the land.

A MarTIN Van Buren
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An Economic Crisis

The rush to buy government |, iV
ing prices had alarmed Jacksop duﬁntri& L
last year in office. He tried to stop thel’l%his. 1 .
speculators in 1836 by issuing a mtlchhd-t_i' ¥
puted paper called the Specie C':';-cmarl I]&i'- !
paper stated that government lang COLLI]E-: o
be purchased only with specie, d

Because most speculators diq Not hay,
enough gold or silver to purchase lan do 1
sales of land quickly fell. Reduceq Sale;- ®
lowered prices. As a result, many Ame,; S
cans who planned to pay off their loang by, 8
selling their land at higher prices qomd':
not pay their debts. Banks took over many

properties. The banks, however, coulq not
sell the land for enough money to recover
the loans they had made to speculators,

Prohlems for Banks and Businass

With banks facing cash money prob- _'
lems; people began to fear that banknotes
would lose their value. People rushed to,
exchange their paper money for gold or

silver coins. As a result, more and more
banks had trouble doing business.

The economic crisis worsened when the the
price of cotton dropped in the South. all
Lacking cash, many Southerners failed to |
repay their bank loans. A similar situation for
developed in the West when bad weather Hi
wiped out wheat crops in 1836. De

Because many people had less money | sh
to spend, the demand for factory goods
dropped. Factory owners cut back on the C
amount of goods they produced and laid el
off workers. In some Northeastern cities, W
jobless and homeless workers and fami- p
lies huddled together for comfort on cold t
streets. t!

€

f

The Panic of 1837 1

Within three months after Van Buren |

took office, the economic crisis reached its '
peak. The so-called Panic of 1837 set in.
Several important banks in the East closed
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Two Wheelers

Before the 1800s, Ameri-
cans usually turned to wagons,
coaches, and horses for trans-
portation. The two wheeler,
however, was on its way.

dking Past and Pr

esent |
Then

The Boneshaker

By about 1840, a few Ameri-
cans were riding two wheelers
called velocipedes. With no
pedals or chains, the velocipede
had to be moved along by the
rider’'s feet pushing on the
ground. Then pedals were
added to the front wheels,

the early bicycle was born
WheelS'-'ft.hg.Eﬁéilé.JVQS;?w 00d-
en. They made ‘the ride so'
bumpy that. people called the

early bicycles “boneshakers,”

on slim tires and have gears,
©ehains, and hand brakes to aid

-RP\ Now

their doors and went out of business. Banks
all over the country quickly did the same.

The new President was not responsible
for the panic, but he did little to relieve it.
He felt, as did many members of the
Democratic party, that the government
should not interfere in the economy.

Van Buren did, however, persuade
COIlgress to establish an independent fed-
era] treasury in 1840. The government
Wt.Jul.d no longer deposit its money with
Private individual banks as it had started
v do during President Jackson’s war with
,.{:;Bank of the United States. Instead, the

© b Sfment would store its money in the
USe{zm] treasury. The private banks had
b, SOvernment funds to back their
Wo, Notes. The new treasury system
My pr (1‘\’(?‘111? banks from using govern-
Wai S:'Fcis n this way and so help guard
Urther bank crises.

Chains, Gears, and More

Today’s cyclists ride in style
and comfort. They speed along

: AT AAAAAAA AR AA A kAo ok Ak sk ok

them. If they are wise, they wear
helmets for safety. Perhaps
boneshaker riders would have
liked a little padding too.

e

T by e e

* The Election of 184(

Before the Panic of 1837, Americans
saw the Whigs as the party of the rich. The
Whigs wanted to change this image. With
the economic crisis spreading, the Whigs-
searched in the late 1830s to find a candi-
date who would appeal to the common
people. In 1839 they chose General

William Henry Harrison, the hero of the
1811 Battle of Tippecanoe.

Log Cahin Campaign

Harrison came from a well-to-do Vir-
ginia family. He enjoyed a good education
and lived in a 16-room mansion on 3,000
acres (1,215 ha) of land. Most Americans
had no way of knowing about Harrison’s
background. The Whigs, therefore, bom-
barded the nation with advertisements

CHAPTER 13 The Age of Jackson: 1824—1 842 437



Picturing

Elistory

paign plan?

and posters that presented Harrison as a
humble Ohio farmer born in a log cabin.

The Whigs used the log cabin as the
symbol of the 1840 campaign. The Whigs
selected John Tyler of Virginia as Harri-
son’s running mate. They coined a catchy
slogan to capture the public’s imagina-
tion: “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too.”

The Whigs took the campaign on the
road. In towns all over the United States,
they organized rallies, parades, and bar-
becues. The strategy paid off. In 1840 a
huge voter turnout gave Harrison a
sweeping victory. Harrison walked away
with 234 electoral votes, compared to only
60 electoral votes received by Van Buren.

LR 8.8.8.8.8 8 0800 S S N

Checking for Understanding

1. Identify Martin Van Buren, William Henry
Harrison, John Tyler.

2. Define specie.
3. What caused the Panic of 18377

4. How did Van Buren respond to the economic
crisis?

5. How did the Whigs win the 1840 election?

A The Lo Casin Campatey William Henry Harrison’s 1840 election campaign
was full of slogans, banners, rallies, and parades. What was the Whigs’ cam-

% SECTION 4 REVIEW *

7. Write a campaign slogan for the election

Death of President Harrison

Harrison had little time to enjoy his vic-
tory. While giving his inaugural speech,
he caught a cold. Harrison died of pneu-
monia a month later. :

Harrison’s death thrust Tyler into the -
presidency. Tyler would change the
course of history by following a policy of
westward expansion that even Jackson
would have approved.

John Tyler was the first Vice President
to become President upon the death of an
elected President. Since Tyler in 1841, six
other Vice Presidents have become Presi-
dent because a President died in office.

188, 8.8.8.8 ¢ 8 2 2'S' 2SS ¢

Critical Thinking

6. Determining Cause and Effect How was

Jackson’s war with the Bank linked to the
Panic of 1837?

of 1840. Design a campaign button and
write your slogan on it.
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