In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.

2016 Course Syllabus for AP® Psychology, Term I
Teacher: Mrs. Tracy Manners





E-mail: tracy.manners@biloxischools.net
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Teacher’s Website: www.biloxischools.net/domain/300   
Remind 101 for AP: https://www.remind101.com/join/@appsy16
Textbook Website*: http://bcs.worthpublishers.com/myersAP2e/
Course Description: 
This AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and

scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. Students will also focus on the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice. The aim of the course is to provide students with a learning experience equivalent to that obtained in most college introductory psychology courses. Students will learn to think critically, work independently and in groups, take initiative by customizing their learning experience, make an impact on school and community through community service, and explore their own curiosities within the fields of psychology. 
Course Requirement: 
Students are given a summer assignment prior to the beginning of school that will allow them to get ahead on their learning for the class.  All students enrolled in AP Psychology are encouraged and expected, though not required, to take the AP Examination at the end of the course. Depending on the student’s score and the college, he or she can earn up to six college credits (two courses). The cost of the AP Exam is approximately $87, so this can be an excellent way to get  required college courses and electives started early.  Detailed information about payment will be sent home. 
Textbook:

Myers, David G. Psychology for AP, 2nd ed. New York: Worth, 2014. (Includes a study guide and online practice site* complete with quizzes, tutorials, flashcards, podcasts, and videos.) 

Basic Course Objectives:
1. Students will prepare earn college credit via the AP Psychology Examination on May 2, 2016, at noon. 

2. Students will study the major core concepts and theories of psychology. They will be able to define key terms  

    and use them in their everyday vocabulary by making meaningful connections. 

3. Students will learn the basic skills of psychological research and be able to apply psychological concepts to 
     their own lives. 

4. Students will develop critical thinking skills and become independent thinkers. 

5. Students will relate information to current research and their own experiences to ensure relevance.

6. Students will have fun each day in a constructive way!

Class schedule:

Classes meet once a day for approximately forty-seven minutes, five days a week. The year is divided into four nine-week terms. Note that not all “nine-week” terms have exactly nine full weeks. After school sessions or weekend sessions may be required throughout the year. 
Tests and Grades:

Unit/Mid-term/Chapter Tests: Most tests are modeled on the timed AP Exam, with approx. 35-50 multiple-choice questions and/or one free-response/discussion question to be completed in one class period. The test may be in the same format as the AP Exam, but the number of multiple-choice questions is reduced proportionately to the time available in the period to maintain a similar time pressure. To allow diversified learning, some tests may follow a different format and will be outlined as such at that time. All tests will be debriefed within a day of the original test date and most will either be given back to you to use as a study aid or made available on my website/email for future perusal. 

If you are absent, be prepared to take the exam as early as the day you return. ALL tests are comprehensive.
You will have only five school days to make up missed work due to absences.

Term Exam: All term exams are comprehensive and will cover the material during each term and all previous terms. These will also be modeled after the AP Exam.

(Tests=55%   Activities/Daily/Quiz=35%   Term Exam=10%) 

Assignments, Projects, and Homework:

Homework and practice assignments are due as directed. Assignments are expected to be turned in on time; NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  No technology excuses are accepted for late work. All missed work due to valid lawful absences that was previously assigned will be made up/ turned in the day you return.  Zeroes are not acceptable in a college-level course. Students are expected to check my website and weekly assignments board regularly to see what they missed when they were out. Most assignments are available for download, and I would be happy to email them home if preferred. Please email me if you will be out, and I will help you by providing work or assistance. 

Retesting: 

Because this is a college-level course, expecting to retest is not encouraged; in fact, you should only use it as a last resort in the event you encounter a very challenging chapter. Rather, you should expect to commit yourself to spaced study in the weeks/days prior to the test using methods that work best for you. 

If you do not read the text, you will not do well on quizzes, classwork, or tests. There is an unfortunate positive correlation between not reading, not completing classwork, and not making good scores on tests. If you don’t read and complete classwork (the BASIC stuff of college students), then you really should not be afforded the opportunity or privilege of  a second chance at a test grade.

Therefore, retesting is allowed only if all assignments have been completed on time prior to the original test date and the student has 
1) made an appointment with the teacher within ONE day of the original test; 
2) completed required retest work at least three days before the retest

3) demonstrated effort toward learning the material prior to the original test

Note: If, at the teacher's discretion, a student does not put forth sufficient effort on the original test (completes daily work at a substandard level of effort, turns test in after a very short length of time, does not appear to have worked through EACH question thoroughly and/or to the best of the student's ability), the teacher may elect to not allow the student to reteach/retest. 

Retests will be a different exam, NOT necessarily multiple choice, but they will span the same content and have the same difficulty level. All retests must be completed within 5 days of receiving your original score, and the higher score will be recorded in the gradebook. 

OBJECTIVES BY TERM (Subject to change)
FIRST NINE WEEKS:

NOTE: You must be able to connect all information learned to see a larger “picture” of what psychology is. Only learning each objective independently will not lead to a greater comprehension or appreciation.

Unit I. Study Skills, History and Approaches (2–4% of the AP exam); TEST 8/17
AP students will:

• Evaluate varying methods of study practices and research effective environments conducive to learning. 

• Differentiate between massed and spaced practice and research basic concepts behind theories of learning.

• Recognize how philosophical perspectives shaped the development of psychological thought.

• Describe and compare different theoretical approaches in explaining behavior:


— Structuralism, functionalism, and behaviorism in the early years;


— Gestalt, psychoanalytic/psychodynamic, and humanism emerging later;


— Evolutionary, biological, and cognitive as more contemporary approaches.

• Recognize the strengths and limitations of applying theories to explain behavior.

• Distinguish the different domains of psychology and describe the connection between each:


— Biological, clinical, cognitive, counseling, developmental, educational, experimental, human factors, 
       industrial– organizational, personality, psychometric, and social.

• Identify the major historical figures in psychology (e.g., Mary Whiton Calkins, Charles Darwin, Dorothea Dix, Sigmund Freud, G. Stanley Hall, William James, Ivan Pavlov, Jean Piaget, Carl Rogers, B. F. Skinner, Margaret Floy Washburn, John B. Watson, Wilhelm Wundt) and analyze their impact on the study of psychology as a science.

•  Create a living timeline that showcases the major historical figures and their accomplishments, acted out by students.
SOME HOT TOPICS!

What is psychology?

Psychology’s Roots;A Psychological Science Develops

Contemporary psychology
Uncovering Psychology’s Biggest Question

Psychology’s Three Main Levels of Analysis

Psychology’s Subfields

Tips for Studying Psychology
Unit II. Research Methods (8–10%); TEST 8/27
AP students will:

• Explain why psychology is an empirical discipline and explore the purpose of research and its impacts.

• Differentiate types of research (e.g., experiments, correlational studies, survey research, naturalistic observations, and case studies) with regard to purpose, strengths, and weaknesses.

• Describe how research design drives the reasonable conclusions that can be drawn (e.g., experiments are useful for determining cause and effect; the use of experimental controls reduces alternative explanations).

• Identify independent, dependent, confounding, and control variables in experimental designs.

• Distinguish between random assignment of participants to conditions in experiments and random selection of participants, primarily in correlational studies and surveys.

• Predict the validity of behavioral explanations based on the quality of research design (e.g., confounding variables limit confidence in research conclusions).

• Distinguish the purposes of descriptive statistics and inferential statistics.

• Apply basic descriptive statistical concepts, including interpreting and constructing graphs and calculating simple descriptive statistics (e.g., measures of central tendency, standard deviation).

• Discuss the value of reliance on operational definitions and measurement in behavioral research.

• Identify how ethical issues inform and constrain research practices.

• Describe how ethical and legal guidelines (e.g., those provided by the American Psychological Association, federal regulations, local institutional review boards) protect research participants and promote sound ethical practice within the field.

SOME HOT TOPICS!

What is the need for psychological science?
Did We Know It All Along? Hindsight Bias and Overconfidence

The Scientific Attitude and Critical Thinking

How do psychologists ask and answer questions?
The Scientific Method

Description and Correlational vs. Causal
Experimentation

Statistical reasoning:Describing Data andMaking Inferences

Frequently asked questions about statistics of behavioral science
Unit III. Biological Bases of Behavior and Evolutionary Psychology (8–10%); TEST 9/16
AP students will:

• Support the following statement with evidence: Everything psychological is simultaneously biological (Myers, 2010).
• Identify basic processes and systems in the biological bases of behavior, including parts of the neuron and the process of transmission of a signal between neurons. Describe neural transmission using an extended metaphor to compare to another unrelated event/ object.

• Discuss the influence of drugs on neurotransmitters (e.g., reuptake mechanisms) and describe the conditions for which some of these drugs may be used (prescription, OTC, recreational/illegal).

• Discuss the effect of the endocrine system on behavior and research diseases that cause issues with development and mental processes (hypothyroidism, etc.)
 • Describe the nervous system and its subdivisions and functions:


— central and peripheral nervous systems;


— major brain regions, lobes, and cortical areas;


— brain lateralization and hemispheric specialization. (Split Brain Experiment Game: nobelprize.org)

• Recount historic and contemporary research strategies and technologies that support research (case studies, split-brain research, imaging techniques, new technologies,  etc.).

• Discuss psychology’s abiding interest in how heredity, environment, and evolution work together to shape behavior.

• Predict how traits and behavior can be selected for their adaptive value.

• Identify key contributors (Paul Broca, Charles Darwin, Michael Gazzaniga, Roger Sperry, Carl Wernicke, et al).
• Evaluate “60 Second Psych,” a podcast courtesy of Scientific American commemorating October 4th, which marks the anniversary of Darwin's return to his family home in 1836 after five years at sea, and the beginning of his intellectual voyage to the theory of evolution.
SOME HOT TOPICS!

Neural Communication: Neurons and how they communicate

How Neurotransmitters Influence Us

The Nervous System:The Peripheral Nervous System and The Central Nervous System

The Endocrine System
The Brain
The Tools of Discovery: Having Our Head Examined

Older Brain Structures and the  Cerebral Cortex

Our Divided Brain

Right-Left Differences in the Intact Brain
Behavior genetics: Predicting individual differences
Evolutionary Success Helps Explain Similarities
Unit IV. Sensation and Perception (6–8%); TEST 10/1
AP students will:

• Discuss basic principles of sensory transduction, including absolute threshold, difference threshold, signal detection, and sensory adaptation.

• Describe sensory processes (e.g., hearing, vision, touch, taste, smell, vestibular, kinesthesis, pain), including the specifi c nature of energy transduction, relevant anatomical structures, and specialized pathways in the brain for each of the senses.

• Explain common sensory disorders (e.g., visual and hearing impairments).

• Describe general principles of organizing and integrating sensation to promote stable awareness of the external world (e.g., Gestalt principles, depth perception).

• Discuss how experience and culture can influence perceptual processes (e.g., perceptual set, context effects).

• Explain the role of top-down processing in producing vulnerability to illusion.

• Discuss the role of attention in behavior.

• Challenge common beliefs in parapsychological phenomena.

• Identify the major historical figures in sensation and perception (e.g., Gustav Fechner, David Hubel, Ernst Weber, Torsten Wiesel).

SOME HOT TOPICS!
Thresholds and Sensory Adaptation

The Stimulus Input: Light Energy

The Eye: Visual Information Processing

The Stimulus Input: Sound Waves

The Ear: Hearing Loss and Deaf Culture; Living in a Silent World

Perceptual organization and interpretation

Is there extrasensory perception?Claims, tests, and premonitions

Cumulative Review: Five days of reinforcement through activities, free-response, discussion, and practice tests. TERM EXAMS 10/7, 10/8
Grading Scale:   A=90-100     B=80-89   C=70-79     D=65-69     F=below 65     I=incomplete


Grading follows the policies of the school district. A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued. The student’s current grades are available via Internet Information On Demand/INOW. Parents and students will receive login information.








