ASSESSMENT

Vocabulary and Key Ideas

1. Identify Main Ideas What was the signifi-
cance of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and
Fifteenth Amendments?

2. Recall Why were the Radical Republicans
opposed to President Johnson's
Reconstruction plan?

3. Summarize What was the Ku Klux Klan?

4. Check Understanding What was the
Compromise of 1877, and what were
the results?

5. Identify Supporting Details Why did the
House of Representatives vote to impeach
President Johnson, and why wasn't he
convicted?

6. Describe How did the economy of the South
change during Reconstruction?

7. Identify Main Ideas How did sharecropping
affect African Americans?

Critical Thinking and Writing
8. Identify Cause and Effect How did the elec-
tion of African Americans to public office
impact freedmen?
9. Identify Cause and Effect What effects did

the black codes and the reactions to them of
Radical Republicans have on freedmen?

10. Summarize What is the Fifteenth
Amendment, and what was its impact?

11. Draw Conclusions What lasting effects did
Reconstruction have on the South?

12. Revisit the Essential Question How should
people handle the kind of conflict that
divided the country during Reconstruction?

13. Writing Workshop: Write a Research
Paper Complete your research paper on the
Freedmen’s Bureau and its effects. Include a
discussion of the limits placed on the rights
and opportunities of African Americans.
Finalize your introduction. Revise the body
paragraphs, using transitions to connect
ideas. Then write a strong conclusion that
summarizes your main ideas.

Analyze Primary Sources

14. What system is George Washington Cable
most likely referring to in this quotation?
A. Radical Reconstruction
B. Lincoln’s plan for amnesty
C. Jim Crow laws
D. the economy of the “New South”

“A system of oppression so rank that nothing
could make it seem small except the fact that
[African Americans] had already been ground
under it for a century and a half.”

—George Washington Cable, “The Freedman'’s
Case in Equity”

Analyze Maps

Use the map to answer the following questions.
[Map Key: red = Hayes; blue = Tilden; red/blue =
disputed]

15. Which candidate won more states?

16. From which part of the country did Samuel
Tilden get most of his support?

17. For whom did Florida vote? Explain.

V Election of 1876
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Declaration of Independence

Introduction

By signing the Declaration of Independence,
members of the Continental Congress sent

a clear message to Britain that the American
colonies were free and independent states.
Starting with its preamble, the document spells
out all the reasons the people of the United
States have the right to break away from Britain.

Primary Source

The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United
States of America

When in the Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another, and to assume
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal
station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which impel
[force] them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed [gifted] by their
Creator with certain unalienable [cannot be taken away]
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed. That whenever any
Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and
to institute new Government, laying its foundation on
such principles and organizing its powers in such form,
as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence [cautiousness], indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should not be changed
for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experi-
ence hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suf-
fer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But
when a long train of abuses and usurpations [unjust uses
of power], pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a
design to reduce them under absolute Despotism [rule of
absolute power], it is their right, it is their duty, to throw
off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their
future security.

Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies;
and such is now the necessity which constrains them to
alter their former Systems of Government. The history of
the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
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injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To
prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most whole-
some and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of imme-
diate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommoda-
tion of large districts of people, unless those people would
relinquish [give up] the right of Representation in the
Legislature, a right inestimable [priceless] to them and
formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository
of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing
them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for
opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions
[closing down], to cause others to be elected; whereby
the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State
remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers
of invasion from without, and convulsions [riots] within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of
these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the condi-
tions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice by
refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for
the tenure [term] of their offices, and the amount and
payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent
hither swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat
out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing
Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of
and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a juris-
diction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged
by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended
Legislation:



For quartering [lodging] large bodies of armed troops
among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punish-
ment for any Murders which they should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial
by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pre-
tended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a
neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render
it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing
the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most
valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of
our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all
cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us
out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign
Mercenaries [soldiers] to complete the works of death, des-
olation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances
of Cruelty and perfidy [dishonesty] scarcely paralleled in
the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head
of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive
on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to
become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or
to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us,
and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages whose known rule
of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages,
sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned
for Redress [correction of wrongs] in the most humble
terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by
repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked
by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the
ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrant-
able jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the

circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We
have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity
[generosity], and we have conjured [begged] them by the
ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usurpations,
which would inevitably interrupt our connections and cor-
respondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of jus-
tice and of consanguinity [relation by blood]. We must,
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of man-
kind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States
of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing
to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude [just-
ness] of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority
of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish
and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right
ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are
Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connection between them and the State
of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and
that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power
to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which
Independent States may of right do. And for the support
of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection
of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

(¥ Assessment

1. Identify Cause and Effect How might the ideas
about equality expressed in the Declaration of
Independence have influenced later historical
movements, such as the abolitionist movement
and the women'’s suffrage movement?

2. Identify Key Steps in a Process Why was
the Declaration of Independence a necessary
document for the founding of the new nation?

3. Draw Inferences English philosopher John
Locke wrote that government should protect
"life, liberty, and estate.” How do you think
Locke’s writing influenced ideas about
government put forth in the Declaration of
Independence?

4. Analyze Structure How does the Declaration
organize its key points from beginning to end?
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Article I.

Legislative Department

Section 1. Legislative Power, the Congress

Section 2. House of Representatives

Section 3. Senate

Section 4.  Elections and Meetings

Section 5. Legislative Proceedings

Section 6. Compensation, Immunities, and
Disabilities of Members
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Freedom of Religion, Speech,
Press, Assembly, and Petition

2nd Amendment:

Right to Keep, Bear Arms

3rd Amendment:

Lodging Troops in Private
Homes

4th Amendment:

Search, Seizures, Proper
Warrants

5th Amendment:

Criminal Proceedings, Due
Process, Eminent Domain
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Criminal Proceedings
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Jury Trials in Civil Cases
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Bail; Cruel, Unusual Punishment

9th Amendment:

Unenumerated Rights
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Powers Reserved to the States

11th Amendment:

Suits Against the States
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Section 1.

Section 2.

Slavery and Involuntary
Servitude

Slavery and Involuntary
Servitude Prohibited

Power of Congress
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Section 1.

Section 2.
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Section 4.
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Public Debt
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Section 2.

Section 3.

Popular Election of Senators
Popular Election of Senators
Senate Vacancies
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Section 2.
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27th Amendment:
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The Preamble states the broad purposes the Constitution
is intended to serve—to establish a government that pro-
vides for greater cooperation among the States, ensures
justice and peace, provides for defense against foreign
enemies, promotes the general well-being of the people,
and secures liberty now and in the future. The phrase We
the People emphasizes the twin concepts of popular sover-
eignty and of representative government.

Legislative Department

Section 1. Legislative power; Congress

Congress, the nation’s lawmaking body, is bicameral in
form; that is, it is composed of two houses: the Senate
and the House of Representatives. The Framers of

the Constitution purposely separated the lawmaking
power from the power to enforce the laws (Article I,

the Executive Branch) and the power to interpret them
(Article IIl, the Judicial Branch). This system of separation
of powers is supplemented by a system of checks and bal-
ances; that is, in several provisions the Constitution gives
to each of the three branches various powers with which it
may restrain the actions of the other two branches.

Section 2. House of Representatives

» Clause 1. Election Electors means voters. Members of
the House of Representatives are elected every two years.
Each State must permit the same persons to vote for
United States representatives as it permits to vote for the
members of the larger house of its own legislature. The
17th Amendment (1913) extends this requirement to the
qualification of voters for United States senators.

» Clause 2. Qualifications A member of the House of
Representatives must be at least 25 years old, an American
citizen for seven years, and a resident of the State he or
she represents. In addition, political custom requires that a
representative also reside in the district from which he or
she is elected.

» Clause 3. Apportionment The number of representa-
tives each State is entitled to is based on its population,
which is counted every 10 years in the census. Congress
reapportions the seats among the States after each census.
In the Reapportionment Act of 1929, Congress fixed the
permanent size of the House at 435 members with each
State having at least one representative. Today there is one
House seat for approximately every 700,000 persons in the
population.

The words “three-fifths of all other persons” referred
to slaves and reflected the Three-Fifths Compromise
reached by the Framers at Philadelphia in 1787; the phrase
was made obsolete, was in effect repealed, by the 13th
Amendment in 1865.

* The blue words indicate portions of the Constitution altered by
subsequent amendments to the document.

» Clause 4. Vacancies The executive authority refers to
the governor of a State. If a member leaves office or dies
before the expiration of his or her term, the governor is to
call a special election to fill the vacancy.
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United States Constitution

PREAMBLE

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity,
do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of
America.

Article I.

Section 1.

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress
of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of
Representatives.

Section 2.

» 1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members

chosen every second Year by the People of the several States,
and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications
requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State
Legislature.

»2. No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have

attained to the age of twenty-five Years, and been seven
Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be
chosen.

»3. Representatives and direct Taxes* shall be apportioned

among the several States which may be included within
this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which
shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of
free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term
of Years and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of

all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made
within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress

of the United States, and within every subsequent term of
ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The
Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every
thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one
Representative; and, until such enumeration shall be made,
the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose
three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey
four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six,
Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and
Georgia three.

»4. When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State,

the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to
fill such Vacancies.



»5.

The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and
other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.

Section 3.

»1.

»2.

»3.

»4.

» 5.

» 6.

»7.

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two
Senators from each State chosen by the Legislature thereof for
six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequences
of the first Election, they shall be divided, as equally as may
be, into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first
Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year;
of the second Class, at the Expiration of the fourth Year; and
of the third Class, at the Expiration of the sixth Year; so that
one-third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies
happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess

of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may
make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the
Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained
to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of
the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an
Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of
the Senate but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally
divided.

The Senate shall choose their other Officers, and also a
President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President,
or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United
States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments.
When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or
Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried,
the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be con-
victed without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members
present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further
than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and
enjoy any Office of honor, Trust, or Profit under the United
States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable
and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment,
according to Law.

P Clause 5. Officers; impeachment The House elects a
Speaker, customarily chosen from the majority party in the
House. Impeachment means accusation. The House has
the exclusive power to impeach, or accuse, civil officers;
the Senate (Article I, Section 3, Clause 6) has the exclusive
power to try those impeached by the House.

Section 3. Senate

» Clause 1. Composition, election, term Each State has
two senators. Each serves for six years and has one vote.
Originally, senators were not elected directly by the people,
but by each State’s legislature. The 17th Amendment, added
in 1913, provides for the popular election of senators.

P Clause 2. Classification The senators elected in 1788 were
divided into three groups so that the Senate could become
a “continuing body.” One-third of the Senate’s seats are
up for election every two years.

The 17th Amendment provides that a Senate vacancy

is to be filled at a special election called by the governor;
State law may also permit the governor to appoint a suc-
cessor to serve until that election is held.

» Clause 3. Qualifications A senator must be at least 30
years old, a citizen for at least nine years, and must live in
the State from which elected.

» Clause 4. Presiding officer The Vice President presides
over the Senate, but may vote only to break a tie.

» Clause 5. Other officers The Senate chooses its own offi-
cers, including a president pro tempore to preside when
the Vice President is not there.

» Clause 6. Impeachment trials The Senate conducts the
trials of those officials impeached by the House. The Vice
President presides unless the President is on trial, in which
case the Chief Justice of the United States does so. A convic-
tion requires the votes of two-thirds of the senators present.

No President has ever been convicted. In 1868 the
House voted eleven articles of impeachment against
President Andrew Johnson, but the Senate fell one vote
short of convicting him. In 1974 President Richard M.
Nixon resigned the presidency in the face of almost certain
impeachment by the House. The House brought two
articles of impeachment against President Bill Clinton in
late 1998. Neither charge was supported by even a simple
majority vote in the Senate, on February 12, 1999.

» Clause 7. Penalty on conviction The punishment of an
official convicted in an impeachment case has always been
removal from office. The Senate can also bar a convicted
person from ever holding any federal office, but it is not
required to do so. A convicted person can also be tried
and punished in a regular court for any crime involved in
the impeachment case.
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Section 4. Elections and Meetings

» Clause 1. Election In 1842 Congress required that rep-
resentatives be elected from districts within each State
with more than one seat in the House. The districts in each
State are drawn by that State’s legislature. Seven States
now have only one seat in the House: Alaska, Delaware,
Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, and
Wyoming. The 1842 law also directed that representatives
be elected in each State on the same day: the Tuesday
after the first Monday in November of every even-num-
bered year. In 1914 Congress also set that same date for
the election of senators.

> Clause 2. Sessions Congress must meet at least once a
year. The 20th Amendment (1933) changed the opening
date to January 3.

Section 5. Legislative Proceedings

» Clause 1. Admission of members; quorum In 1969 the
Supreme Court held that the House cannot exclude any
member-elect who satisfies the qualifications set out in
Article |, Section 2, Clause 2.

A majority in the House (218 members) or Senate (51)
constitutes a quorum. In practice, both houses often pro-
ceed with less than a quorum present. However, any mem-
ber may raise a point of order (demand a “quorum call”). If
a roll call then reveals less than a majority of the members
present, that chamber must either adjourn or the sergeant
at arms must be ordered to round up absent members.

» Clause 2. Rules Each house has adopted detailed rules to
guide its proceedings. Each house may discipline members
for unacceptable conduct; expulsion requires a two-thirds
vote.

» Clause 3. Record Each house must keep and publish a rec-
ord of its meetings. The Congressional Record is published
for every day that either house of Congress is in session,
and provides a written record of all that is said and done
on the floor of each house each session.

» Clause 4. Adjournment Once in session, neither house
may suspend (recess) its work for more than three days
without the approval of the other house. Both houses must
always meet in the same location.
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Section 4.
>1.

»2.

The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each
State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any
time by law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the
Places of choosing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and
such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December,
unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.

Section 5.

>1.

»2.

»>3.

>4,

Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and
Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each
shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller
Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be autho-
rized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such
Manner, and under such Penalties, as each House may
provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings,
punish its Members for disorderly Behavior, and, with the
Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from
time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in
their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the
Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire
of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.
Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without
the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days,
nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall
be sitting.



Section 6.
»>1.

»2.

The Senators and Representatives shall receive a
Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law,
and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in
all Cases, except Treason, Felony, and Breach of the Peace, be
privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session
of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from
the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they
shall not be questioned in any other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which
he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the
Authority of the United States, which shall have been cre-
ated, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been increased
during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the
United States, shall be a Member of either House during his
Continuance in Office.

Section 7.

>1.

»2.

>3,

All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of
Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with
amendments as on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of
Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a

law, be presented to the President of the United States: If he
approve, he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his
Objections to that House in which it shall have originated,
who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and
proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two
thirds of the House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent,
together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds
of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the
Votes of both Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays,
and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill
shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If
any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days
(Sunday excepted) after it shall have been presented to him,
the Same shall be a law, in like Manner as if he had signed it,
unless the Congress by their Adjournment, prevent its Return,
in which Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of
the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary
(except on a question of adjournment) shall be presented

to the President of the United States; and before the Same
shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or, being disap-
proved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate
and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and
Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

Section 6. Compensation, Immunities, and
Disabilities of Members

» Clause 1. Salaries; immunities Each house sets its
members’ salaries, paid by the United States; the 27th
Amendment (1992) modified this pay-setting power. This
provision establishes “legislative immunity.” The purpose
of this immunity is to allow members to speak and debate
freely in Congress itself. Treason is strictly defined in
Article Ill, Section 3. A felony is any serious crime. A breach
of the peace is any indictable offense less than treason or a
felony; this exemption from arrest is of little real impor-
tance today.

» Clause 2. Restrictions on office holding No sitting
member of either house may be appointed to an office in
the executive or in the judicial branch if that position was
created or its salary was increased during that member’s
current elected term. The second part of this clause—for-
bidding any person serving in either the executive or the
judicial branch from also serving in Congress—reinforces
the principle of separation of powers.

Section 7. Revenue Bills, President’s Veto

» Clause 1. Revenue bills Al bills that raise money must
originate in the House. However, the Senate has the power
to amend any revenue bill sent to it from the lower house.

» Clause 2. Enactment of laws; veto Once both houses
have passed a bill, it must be sent to the President. The
President may (1) sign the bill, thus making it law; (2) veto
the bill, whereupon it must be returned to the house in
which it originated; or (3) allow the bill to become law
without signature, by not acting upon it within 10 days
of its receipt from Congress, not counting Sundays. The
President has a fourth option at the end of a congressional
session: If he does not act on a measure within 10 days,
and Congress adjourns during that period, the bill dies; the
“pocket veto” has been applied to it. A presidential veto
may be overridden by a two-thirds vote in each house.

» Clause 3. Other measures This clause refers to joint
resolutions, measures Congress often passes to deal with
unusual, temporary, or ceremonial matters. A joint resolu-
tion passed by Congress and signed by the President
has the force of law, just as a bill does. As a matter of
custom, a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the
Constitution is not submitted to the President for signature
or veto. Concurrent and simple resolutions do not have
the force of law and, therefore, are not submitted to the
President.
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Section 8. Powers of Congress

» Clause 1. The 18 separate clauses in this section set out
27 of the many expressed powers the Constitution grants
to Congress. In this clause Congress is given the power
to levy and provide for the collection of various kinds of
taxes, in order to finance the operations of the govern-
ment. All federal taxes must be levied at the same rates
throughout the country.

» Clause 2. Congress has power to borrow money to help
finance the government. Federal borrowing is most often
done through the sale of bonds on which interest is paid.
The Constitution does not limit the amount the govern-
ment may borrow.

» Clause 3. This clause, the Commerce Clause, gives
Congress the power to regulate both foreign and inter-
state trade. Much of what Congress does, it does on the
basis of its commerce power.

» Clause 4. Congress has the exclusive power to determine
how aliens may become citizens of the United States.
Congress may also pass laws relating to bankruptcy.

» Clause 5. has the power to establish and require the use
of uniform gauges of time, distance, weight, volume, area,
and the like.

» Clause 6. Congress has the power to make it a federal
crime to falsify the coins, paper money, bonds, stamps, and
the like of the United States.

» Clause 7. Congress has the power to provide for and
regulate the transportation and delivery of mail; “post
offices” are those buildings and other places where mail
is deposited for dispatch; “post roads” include all routes
over or upon which mail is carried.

» Clause 8. Congress has the power to provide for
copyrights and patents. A copyright gives an author or
composer the exclusive right to control the reproduction,
publication, and sale of literary, musical, or other creative
work. A patent gives a person the exclusive right to control
the manufacture or sale of his or her invention.

» Clause 9. Congress has the power to create the lower
federal courts, all of the several federal courts that function
beneath the Supreme Court.

» Clause 10. Congress has the power to prohibit, as a fed-
eral crime: (1) certain acts committed outside the territorial
jurisdiction of the United States, and (2) the commission
within the United States of any wrong against any nation
with which we are at peace.
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Section 8.
The Congress shall have Power

>1.

»2.

»3.

»4.

»5.

»>6.

»>7.

»8.

»9.

To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises to pay
the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general
Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and
Excises, shall be uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the
several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform
Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United
States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign
Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities
and current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by secur-
ing, for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive
Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

» 10. To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the

high Seas, and Offences against the Law of nations;



»11. To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and
make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;

»12. To raise and support Armies; but no Appropriation of Money
to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;
»13. To provide and maintain a Navy;

»14. To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land
and naval Forces;

»15. To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of
the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

»16. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the
Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be
employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the
States respectively the Appointment of the Officers, and the
Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline
prescribed by Congress;

»17. To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over
such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by
Cession of Particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress,
become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and
to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the
Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall
be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, Dockyards
and other needful Buildings;—And

»18. To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers and all other
Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.

Section 9.

»1. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the
States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be
prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand
eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed
on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each
Person.

» Clause 11. Only Congress can declare war. However, the
President, as commander in chief of the armed forces (Article
Il, Section 2, Clause 1), can make war without such a formal
declaration. Letters of marque and reprisal are commissions
authorizing private persons to outfit vessels (privateers) to
capture and destroy enemy ships in time of war; they were
forbidden in international law by the Declaration of Paris of
1856, and the United States has honored the ban since the
Civil War.

» Clause 12 and 13. Congress has the power to provide for
and maintain the nation’s armed forces. It established the
air force as an independent element of the armed forces in
1947, an exercise of its inherent powers in foreign relations
and national defense. The two-year limit on spending for
the army insures civilian control of the military.

» Clause 14. Today these rules are set out in three principle
statutes: the Uniform Code of Military Justice, passed by
Congress in 1950, and the Military Justice Acts of 1958
and 1983.

» Clause 15 and 16. In the National Defense Act of 1916,
Congress made each State’s militia (volunteer army) a part
of the National Guard. Today, Congress and the States
cooperate in its maintenance. Ordinarily, each State’s
National Guard is under the command of that State’s
governor; but Congress has given the President the power
to call any or all of those units into federal service when
necessary.

» Clause 17. In 1791 Congress accepted land grants from
Maryland and Virginia and established the District of
Columbia for the nation’s capital. Assuming Virginia‘s grant
would never be needed, Congress returned it in 1846.
Today, the elected government of the District’s 69 square
miles operates under the authority of Congress. Congress
also has the power to acquire other lands from the States
for various federal purposes.

» Clause 18. This is the Necessary and Proper Clause, also
often called the Elastic Clause. It is the constitutional
basis for the many and far-reaching implied powers of the
Federal Government.

Section 9. Powers Denied to Congress

» Clause 1. The phrase “such persons” referred to slaves.
This provision was part of the Commerce Compromise,
one of the bargains struck in the writing of the
Constitution. Congress outlawed the slave trade in 1808.
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» Clause 2. A writ of habeas corpus, the “great writ of lib-
erty,” is a court order directing a sheriff, warden, or other
public officer, or a private person, who is detaining another
to "produce the body” of the one being held in order that
the legality of the detention may be determined by the
court.

» Clause 3. A bill of attainder is a legislative act that inflicts
punishment without a judicial trial. See Article |, Section 10,
and Article Ill, Section 3, Clause 2. An ex post facto law is
any criminal law that operates retroactively to the disad-
vantage of the accused. See Article |, Section 10.

» Clause 4. A capitation tax is literally a "head tax,” a tax
levied on each person in the population. A direct tax is
one paid directly to the government by the taxpayer—for
example, an income or a property tax; an indirect tax is
one paid to another private party who then pays it to the
government—for example, a sales tax. This provision was
modified by the 16th Amendment (1913), giving Congress
the power to levy “taxes on incomes, from whatever
source derived.”

» Clause 5. This provision was a part of the Commerce
Compromise made by the Framers in 1787. Congress has
the power to tax imported goods, however.

» Clause 6. All ports within the United States must be treated
alike by Congress as it exercises its taxing and commerce
powers. Congress cannot tax goods sent by water from one
State to another, nor may it give the ports of one State any
legal advantage over those of another.

» Clause 7. This clause gives Congress its vastly impor-
tant “power of the purse,” a major check on presidential
power. Federal money can be spent only in those amounts
and for those purposes expressly authorized by an act
of Congress. All federal income and spending must be
accounted for, regularly and publicly.

» Clause 8. This provision, preventing the establishment
of a nobility, reflects the principle that “all men are cre-
ated equal.” It was also intended to discourage foreign
attempts to bribe or otherwise corrupt officers of the
government.

Section 10. Powers Denied to the States

» Clause 1. The States are not sovereign governments and
so cannot make agreements or otherwise negotiate with
foreign states; the power to conduct foreign relations is an
exclusive power of the National Government. The power
to coin money is also an exclusive power of the National
Government. Several powers forbidden to the National
Government are here also forbidden to the States.

» Clause 2. This provision relates to foreign, not interstate,
commerce. Only Congress, not the States, can tax imports;
and the States are, like Congress, forbidden the power to
tax exports.
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»2.

> 3.

P4,

»5.

> 6.

»7.

> 8.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be
suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the
public safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless
in Proportion to the Census of Enumeration hereinbefore
directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any
State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce
or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor
shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter,
clear or pay Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in
Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular
Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all
public Money shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And
no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them,
shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any pres-
ent, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from
any King, Prince, or foreign State.

Section 10.

>1.

»2.

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or
Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin
Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and
silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of
Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation
of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any
Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be
absolutely necessary for executing its inspection Laws; and
the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State
on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of
the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the
Revision and Control of the Congress.



»3. No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty
of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace,
enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State,

or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually
invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of
delay.

Article Il

Section 1.

P 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the

United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the
Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President,
chosen for the same Term, be elected as follows:

»2. Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature
thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the

whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which

the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or
Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit,
under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.

»3. The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by
Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an
Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall
make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number
of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and
transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United

States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of

the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of
Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall
then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of
Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a majority of

the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more
than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number
of Votes, then, the House of Representatives shall immediately

choose by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person
have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the
said House shall in like Manner choose the President. But in
choosing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the
Representatives from each State having one Vote; a quorum
for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from
two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall
be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of

the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes

of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should
remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall
choose from them by Ballot the Vice President.

» Clause 3. A duty of tonnage is a tax laid on ships accord-
ing to their cargo capacity. Each State has a constitutional
right to provide for and maintain a militia; but no State
may keep a standing army or navy. The several restric-
tions here prevent the States from assuming powers
that the Constitution elsewhere grants to the National
Government.

Executive Department

Section 1. President and Vice President

» Clause 1. Executive power, term This clause gives to the
President the very broad “executive power,” the power
to enforce the laws and otherwise administer the public
policies of the United States. It also sets the length of the
presidential (and vice-presidential) term of office; see the
22nd Amendment (1951), which places a limit on presiden-
tial (but not vice-presidential) tenure.

» Clause 2. Electoral college This clause establishes the
“electoral college,” although the Constitution does not
use that term. It is a body of presidential electors chosen in
each State, and it selects the President and Vice President
every four years. The number of electors chosen in each
State equals the number of senators and representatives
that State has in Congress.

» Clause 3. Election of President and Vice President
This clause was replaced by the 12th Amendment in 1804.
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» Clause 4. Date Congress has set the date for the choos-
ing of electors as the Tuesday after the first Monday in
November every fourth year, and for the casting of elec-
toral votes as the Monday after the second Wednesday in
December of that year.

» Clause 5. Qualifications The President must have been
born a citizen of the United States, be at least 35 years old,
and have been a resident of the United States for at least
14 years.

» Clause 6. Vacancy This clause was modified by the 25th
Amendment (1967), which provides expressly for the suc-
cession of the Vice President, for the filling of a vacancy in
the Vice Presidency, and for the determination of presiden-
tial inability.

» Clause 7. Compensation The President now receives
a salary of $400,000 and a taxable expense account of
$50,000 a year. Those amounts cannot be changed dur-
ing a presidential term; thus, Congress cannot use the
President's compensation as a bargaining tool to influence
executive decisions. The phrase “any other emolument”
means, in effect, any valuable gift; it does not mean that
the President cannot be provided with such benefits of
office as the White House, extensive staff assistance, and
much else.

» Clause 8. Oath of office The Chief Justice of the United
States regularly administers this oath or affirmation, but any
judicial officer may do so. Thus, Calvin Coolidge was sworn
into office in 1923 by his father, a justice of the peace in
Vermont.

Section 2. President’s Powers and Duties

» Clause 1. Military, civil powers The President, a civil-
ian, heads the nation’s armed forces, a key element in the
Constitution’s insistence on civilian control of the military.
The President’s power to “require the opinion, in writ-
ing” provides the constitutional basis for the Cabinet. The
President's power to grant reprieves and pardons, the
power of clemency, extends only to federal cases.
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>4,

>S5,

> 6.

>7.

»8.

The Congress may determine the Time of choosing the
Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes;
which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the
United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution,
shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any
person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained
to the Age of thirty-five Years, and been fourteen Years a
Resident within the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of

his Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers
and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the
Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the
Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the
President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall
then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly,
until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services,
a Compensation, which shall neither be increased nor
diminished during the Period for which he shall have been
elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other
Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take
the following Oath or Affirmation:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute
the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best
of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of
the United States.”

Section 2.

>1.

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and
Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several
States, when called into the actual Service of the United
States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the prin-
cipal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon
any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices,
and he shall have Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons

for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of
Impeachment.



»2. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent
of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the
Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and
with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint
Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of
the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States,
whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for,
and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may
by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they
think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or
in the Heads of Departments.

» 3. The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that
may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting
Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next
Session.

Section 3.

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of
the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration
such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he
may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or
either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with
Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to
such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors
and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be
faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the
United States.

Section 4.

The President, Vice President and all Civil Officers of the United
States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for and
Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and
Misdemeanors.

Article 1lI

Section 1.

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may
from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the
supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good
Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services,

a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their
Continuance in Office.

» Clause 2. Treaties, appointments The President has the

sole power to make treaties; to become effective, a treaty
must be approved by a two-thirds vote in the Senate. In
practice, the President can also make executive agreements
with foreign governments; these pacts, which are frequently
made and usually deal with routine matters, do not require
Senate consent. The President appoints the principal
officers of the executive branch and all federal judges; the
“inferior officers” are those who hold lesser posts.

» Clause 3. Recess appointments When the Senate is not

in session, appointments that require Senate consent can
be made by the President on a temporary basis, as “recess
appointments.” Recess appointments are valid only to the
end of the congressional term in which they are made.

Section 3. President’s Powers and Duties

The President delivers a State of the Union Message to
Congress soon after that body convenes each year. That
message is delivered to the nation’s lawmakers and,
importantly, to the American people, as well. It is shortly
followed by the proposed federal budget and an economic
report; and the President may send special messages

to Congress at any time. In all of these communica-

tions, Congress is urged to take those actions the Chief
Executive finds to be in the national interest. The President
also has the power: to call special sessions of Congress; to
adjourn Congress if its two houses cannot agree for that
purpose; to receive the diplomatic representatives of other
governments; to insure the proper execution of all federal
laws; and to empower federal officers to hold their posts
and perform their duties.

Section 4. Impeachment

The Constitution outlines the impeachment process in
Article |, Section 2, Clause 5 and in Section 3, Clauses 6
and 7.

Judicial Department

Section 1. Judicial Power, Courts, Terms
of Office

The judicial power conferred here is the power of federal
courts to hear and decide cases, disputes between the
government and individuals and between private persons
(parties). The Constitution creates only the Supreme Court
of the United States; it gives to Congress the power to
establish other, lower federal courts (Article |, Section 8,
Clause 9) and to fix the size of the Supreme Court. The
words “during good behaviour” mean, in effect, for life.
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Section 2. Jurisdiction

» Clause 1. Cases to be heard This clause sets out the

jurisdiction of the federal courts; that is, it identifies those
cases that may be tried in those courts. The federal courts
can hear and decide—have jurisdiction over—a case
depending on either the subject matter or the parties
involved in that case. The jurisdiction of the federal courts
in cases involving States was substantially restricted by the
11th Amendment in 1795.

» Clause 2. Supreme Court jurisdiction Original jurisdiction
refers to the power of a court to hear a case in the first
instance, not on appeal from a lower court. Appellate juris-
diction refers to a court’s power to hear a case on appeal
from a lower court, from the court in which the case was
originally tried. This clause gives the Supreme Court both
original and appellate jurisdiction. However, nearly all of
the cases the High Court hears are brought to it on appeal
from the lower federal courts and the highest State courts.

Clause 3. Jury trial in criminal cases A person accused of
a federal crime is guaranteed the right to trial by jury in a
federal court in the State where the crime was committed;
see the 5th and 6th amendments. The right to trial by jury
in serious criminal cases in the State courts is guaranteed
by the 6th and 14th amendments.

Section 3. Treason

» Clause 1. Definition Treason is the only crime defined in
the Constitution. The Framers intended the very specific
definition here to prevent the loose use of the charge of
treason—for example, against persons who criticize the
government. Treason can be committed only in time of war
and only by a citizen or a resident alien.

» Clause 2. Punishment Congress has provided that the
punishment that a federal court may impose on a con-
victed traitor may range from a minimum of five years in
prison and/or a $10,000 fine to a maximum of death; no
person convicted of treason has ever been executed by
the United States. No legal punishment can be imposed on
the family or descendants of a convicted traitor. Congress
has also made it a crime for any person (in either peace or
wartime) to commit espionage or sabotage, to attempt to
overthrow the government by force, or to conspire to do
any of these things.
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Section 2.
1.

»2.

> 3.

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and
Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United
States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under
their Authority;— to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other
public ministers, and Consuls;— to all Cases of Admiralty and
maritime Jurisdiction;— to Controversies to which the United
States shall be a Party;— to Controversies between two or
more States;— between a State and Citizens of another State;—
between Citizens of different States;— between Citizens of the
same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States,
and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign
States, Citizens, or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers
and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be a Party,

the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the
other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have
appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such
Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall
make.

The trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall
be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where

the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not
committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or
Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

Section 3.

1.

>2.

Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying
War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giv-

ing them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of
Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same
overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of
Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption
of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person
attainted.



Article IV

Section 1.

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public
Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And
the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in
which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and
the Effect thereof.

Section 2.

> 1. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and

»2.

>3,

Immunities of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other
Crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in another
State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the
State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labor in one State, under the
Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence
of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from Service
or Labor, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to
whom such Service or Labor may be due.

Section 3.

>1.

2.

New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union;
but no new State shall be formed or erected within the
Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the
Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the
Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as
of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all
needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or
other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing
in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any
Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.

Section 4.

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a
Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them
against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the
Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against
domestic Violence.

Relations Among States
Section 1. Full Faith and Credit

Each State must recognize the validity of the laws, public
records, and court decisions of every other State.

Section 2. Privileges and Immunities
of Citizens

P Clause 1. Residents of other States In effect, this clause
means that no State may discriminate against the resi-
dents of other States; that is, a State’s laws cannot draw
unreasonable distinctions between its own residents and
those of any of the other States. See Section 1 of the 14th
Amendment.

» Clause 2. Extradition The process of returning a fugi-
tive to another State is known as “interstate rendition” or,
more commonly, “extradition.” Usually, that process works
routinely; some extradition requests are contested how-
ever—especially in cases with racial or political overtones.
A governor may refuse to extradite a fugitive; but the
federal courts can compel an unwilling governor to obey
this constitutional command.

» Clause 3. Fugitive slaves This clause was nullified by the
13th Amendment, which abolished slavery in 1865.

Section 3. New States; Territories

» Clause 1. New States Only Congress can admit new
States to the Union. A new State may not be created
by taking territory from an existing State without the
consent of that State’s legislature. Congress has admit-
ted 37 States since the original 13 formed the Union. Five
States—Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee, Maine, and West
Virginia—were created from parts of existing States. Texas
was an independent republic before admission. California
was admitted after being ceded to the United States by
Mexico. Each of the other 30 States entered the Union
only after a period of time as an organized territory of the
United States.

> Clause 2. Territory, property Congress has the power to
make laws concerning the territories, other public lands,
and all other property of the United States.

Section 4. Protection Afforded to States
by the Nation

The Constitution does not define “a republican form of
government,” but the phrase is generally understood

to mean a representative government. The Federal
Government must also defend each State against attacks
from outside its border and, at the request of a State’s leg-
islature or its governor, aid its efforts to put down internal
disorders.
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Provisions for Amendment

This section provides for the methods by which formal
changes can be made in the Constitution. An amendment
may be proposed in one of two ways: by a two-thirds vote
in each house of Congress, or by a national convention
called by Congress at the request of two-thirds of the State
legislatures. A proposed amendment may be ratified in
one of two ways: by three-fourths of the State legislatures,
or by three-fourths of the States in conventions called for
that purpose. Congress has the power to determine the
method by which a proposed amendment may be ratified.
The amendment process cannot be used to deny any State
its equal representation in the United States Senate. To this
point, 27 amendments have been adopted. To date, all of
the amendments except the 21st Amendment were pro-
posed by Congress and ratified by the State legislatures.
Only the 21st Amendment was ratified by the convention
method.

National Debts, Supremacy
of National Law, Oath

Section 1. Validity of Debts

Congress had borrowed large sums of money during

the Revolution and later during the Critical Period of the
1780s. This provision, a pledge that the new government
would honor those debts, did much to create confidence
in that government.

Section 2. Supremacy of National Law

This section sets out the Supremacy Clause, a specific
declaration of the supremacy of federal law over any and
all forms of State law. No State, including its local govern-
ments, may make or enforce any law that conflicts with any
provision in the Constitution, an act of Congress, a treaty,
or an order, rule, or regulation properly issued by the
President or his subordinates in the executive branch.

Section 3. Oaths of Office

This provision reinforces the Supremacy Clause; all public
officers, at every level in the United States, owe their first
allegiance to the Constitution of the United States. No
religious qualification can be imposed as a condition for
holding any public office.

Ratification of Constitution

The proposed Constitution was signed by George
Washington and 37 of his fellow Framers on September
17, 1787. (George Read of Delaware signed for himself
and also for his absent colleague, John Dickinson.)
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Article V

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem

it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or,
on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several
States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments,
which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes,
as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of
three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three
fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification
may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment
which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight
hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth
Clauses in the Ninth section of the first Article; and that no State,
without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the
Senate.

Article VI

Section 1.

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against

the United States under this Constitution, as under the
Confederation.

Section 2.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall
be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which
shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be
the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall
be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or Laws of any
State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

Section 3.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the
Members of the several State legislatures, and all executive and
judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several
States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this
Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United
States.

Article VII

The ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be
sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the
States so ratifying the same.



