


Annotation is a note of
any form made while

reading text.

“Reading with a pencil.”



People have been annotating
texts since there have been
texts to annotate.
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Student’s
annotation of
connotative
meanings in
Charlotte’s Web
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HERE'S Papa going with that ax?”
said Fern to her mother as they
were setting the table for brealfast.

"Out 1o the hoghouse,” replied
'\Dc Mr?dm “Sumnpag:wmbumhﬂmght
s v he needs
o~ who w@ m«:ﬁ@mﬂmm Femn,
\ “Well,” said her mother, * mnfth:pjg:ma:un:.
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“Do sway with jt?” shricked

it? Just because it's smaller tha
DP:;E A.EIJF [ er_ot cream) on the rable. -

't yell, Fern!” she :ud “Your father is right, The >

pig would pmhnb]yd.u: anyway." E

F:m pu:hr.d out of the and ran outdoc
Fi:rns sneakers Wﬂ@‘ !: time

up with her father
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Annotation in PreK-2
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Eating on the Run
Mantas eat tiny

plants and animals
called plankton. The
manta uses fins on
the sides of its mouth
to guide plankton into
its big mouth while it

swims. @ $*1$

@ ,L);i ﬂ\j :;'E
huge, flat creaturg lgggs out

of the sea. It skims over the
waves and flips backward with a splash. Could
this be a fish? Yes. It is a manta ray.
These diamond-shaped giants live in warm oceans.
They can be 22 feet wide and we19h as much as a small
car—up to 3,000 pounds. v}wi' ek qa‘*u‘
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Big Babies
Wiloy o female manta mates, her baby
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Friendly Giants

Mantas may be big>

but they are gentle. They

are curious. They will
sometimes swim near
human divers, and even
let the divers reach out
and touch them. A
manta’s tail looks scary,
but it is harmless and

0“1&\ Nferirhans et ikl Shelr moothi wide
apen wher Hhey feed.

will not sting a diver. \ gt
I qutn
ou @

Their skeletons are made of soft bone called cay
This flexible cartilage skeleton helps to make the
a graceful, powerful swimmer,

Slowly flapping their two large fins like wings,

mantas @der the water)

Tl‘\tj do -F',:j (Sovrt of)

Mode
Annotation
in Second
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n an egg that hatches inside her. R
1e baby is born, rolled up in its fins. @ Pk """u;g )
rls these fins, then swims away. At~
e baby stays close to shore. But scon o
|y through the ocean and leap and
nult above the waves. @

27

Harvey, S., & Gouduvis, A. (2007). Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension
for Understanding and Engagement. Portland, ME: Stenhouse.




Even young
students can
annotate.




Annotations in Grades 3-5

e Underline the major points.

«Circleeywords or phrases
that are confusing or
unknown to you.

e Use a question mark (?) for
guestions that you have
during the reading. Be sure
to write your question.
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A Nature Bhotog:ag—i_zpcan be a fun and interesting hobby. In this article, |
- describes his experiences and prawa’es tips for beginning photographer
ol auestions that follow.
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Same text,
different student,

different strategy:
Inferring.

i John Fielder could have drowned on his
way to work. His raft bumped over rocks
. and pitched through rapids on the Dolores
< River in southwestern Colorado. The spring '

‘. )
P N #

runoff of melting snow from the mountains

sent chilly water crashing down the river. €.

:  Fielder’s rubber raft rushed toward
“Snaggletooth,” the largest rapid on this
stretch of the Dolores. The raft smacked
into abig rock in the middle of the
100-foot-wide river. Thousands of pounds
of water poured over the edoe afithaihaat
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Annotation in Grades 6-8

Underline the major points.

Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or
unknown to you.

Use a question mark (?) for questions that you
have during the reading. Be sure to write your
guestion.

Use an exclamation mark (!) for things that
surprise you, and briefly note what it was that
caught your attention.

Draw an arrow () when you make a
connection to something inside the text, or to
an idea or experience outside the text. Briefly
note your connections.



I Spy

Charlie Stowe waited until he heard his motheg@norejbefore he got Sence of
out of bed. Even then he moved wit@a @to the :::;'1'
window. The front of the house was irregular, Ao that it was possible /' potential
to see a light burning in his mother’s room. dengek 41
windows were dark. A searchlight passed Across the sky, lighting the
banks of cloud and probing the dark degp spaces between, seeking
enemy airships. The wind blew from phe sea, and Charlie Stowe
s, could hear behind his moth-er’@the beating -of the waves. A ﬂ;ﬁ:g::;m;‘
- darkness emphasized draught through the cracks in the window-frame stirred his
nightshirt. Charlie Stowe was frightened. What i Charlie up to?
But the thought of the tobacconist's shop which_his father kepl —Mention of father
‘Manly’ to smoke down a dozen wooden stairs drew him on. He was twelve vears — Mare info
- grown up old, and already boys at the County School mocked him becau about Charlie
he had never smoked a cigarette. The packets were piled twelve Pressure from
Brands of deep below, Gold Flake and Players, De Reszke, Abdulla, =
clgarsttes Woodbines, and the little shop lay under a thin haze of stale sm?BE/A ‘erime’ stealing,
which would completely disguise hishat twas a cimeto W consclence
steal some of his father’s stock Charlie Stowe had no doubt, but he
WhyP—— did not love his father} his father was unreal to him, a wraith, pale, =— What does all

Sense of secrecy i

ut now all the
Searchlight
- airships
- wartime
Ist World War

Not modern—"

Father does not seem  thin, indefinite, who noticed him only spasmodically and left even this mean?
:’m::::‘:;m " punishment to his mother. For his mother he felt a passionate
demonstrative love; her large boisterous presence and her noisy
charity filled the world for him; from her speech he judged her the with father
friend of everyone, from the rector’s wife to the ‘dear Queen’,
ﬁl’op:ll'i;lg except the ‘Huns’, thefmons hoQurked)in{Zeppeling/in the
raids N oudss But his father’s affection and dislike were as indefinite as his
movements. Tonight he had said he would be in Norwich, and yet Something
you never knew. Charlie Stowe had no sense of safety as he crept || mysterious
down the wooden stairs. When they creaked he clenched his UK fRkal:

fingers on the collar of his nightshirt. —— A sign of fear!
At the bottom of the stairs he came out quite suddenly into the little A sense
quite SUBGEVY :

Imost of
shop. It was too dark to see his way, and he did not dare touch the  gurprige

switch. For half a minute he sat in despair on the bottom step with
What to do next!




Annotation in Grades 9-12

Underline the major points.

Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or
unknown to you.

Use a question mark (?) for questions that you have
during the reading. Be sure to write your question.

Use an exclamation mark (!) for things that surprise you,
and briefly note what it was that caught your attention.
Draw an arrow (<) when you make a connection to
something inside the text, or to an idea or experience
outside the text. Briefly note your connections.

Mark EX when the author provides an example.
Numerate arguments, important ideas, or key details
and write words or phrases that restate them.
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Student
annotation
in 11th
grade
English
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fox . Between my finger and my thumb o
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Memor s
“Jnder my window a clean rasping sound e

window = When the spade sinks into gravelly ground:

Swneshi
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My father, digging. | look down . .

vembering. /

= Wet™ 9 Till his straining rump among the flowerbeds
Bends low, comes up twenty years away — nnechions

Stooping in rhythm through potato drills
Where he was digging. o

Against the inside knee was levered firmly.
He rooted out tall tops, buried the bright edge deep
To scatter new potatoes that we picked
Loving their cool hardness in our hands.
\‘.ﬂn& tion
By God, the old man could handle a spade,
< Just like his old man.
My grandfather could cut more turfinaday ~
Than any other man on Toner's bog.
Once | carried him milk in a bottle
Corked sloppily with paper. He straightened up
To drink it, then fell to right away
Nicking and slicing neatly, heaving sods
Over his shoulder, digging down and down
For the good turf. Digging.

The cold smell of potato mold, the squelch and slap
Of soggy peat, the curt cuts of an edge
Through living roots awaken in my head.
But I've no spade to follow men like them.
- Acceptanc

Closure BehNeePr;t my?lnger and my thumb ~o\
The squat pen rests. | .ccp¢ i

I'll dig with it. =3
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If you want i
to teach
effective

annotation,
begin with
the
purpose.



https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-annotated-reading-strategy
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-annotated-reading-strategy
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-annotated-reading-strategy

Use these marks to make
your notations easier to write
and read!

Reader’s Notations "!!“

Teach them a

—> connection, leads to .

> cause and effect N Otat| on

re nreprence © system appropriate
l.e. at is
;,eg, for example for your content area
= equal; is

~ approximately equal

#Z not equal; not

<—pg. # | connects to another page
Def.? |unknown word to look up

W/ with
W/O |without
& and

Frey, N., & Fisher, D. (2007). Reading for information in elementary school. Upper
Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall.
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