PREPARING to Read

[ Hear America Singing
I Sit and Look Out
from Song of Myself

Poetry by WALT WHITMAN

~(Connect to Your Life )

Images of America Many of Walt Whitman's poems contain vivid
images of America in the mid-1800s. What images do you think
capture the spirit and reality of America today? Share descriptions
or sketches with a small group of classmates.
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IMEITTITIR FREE VERSE | Walt Whitman is

ik _ generally credited with bringing free verse to American ¥
_ Wg?gthe;t gd fm that pu_bllshers would not . poetry. Free verse is poetry without regular patters of
i Inmgeﬂ: it 1-3:; man pl;?ted the book rhyme and meter. Whitman, however, does use the

L m o fany established poets and following poetic devices to create rhythm:
 critics disparaged it. In 1856, the Saturday sdwieenllin L

~ Review suggested that “if the Leaves of Grass Catalo i
.. - S sUgges ; g There are frequent lists of people,
$ Mdme into anybofly's possession, our things, and a‘rtributesq g
is to throw them instantly behind the fire” Repetition Words or phrases are repeated at

tman was shocked and hurt by

tless Whi

the beginning of tw l
for he saw himself as capturin BN 1Lt or more lnes.

g g Parallel i i
untry and his times. In the similar ‘:::‘:SRelated R phosas

of Grass he wrote, “The United —

 are essentially the greatest
IV STRATEGIES FOR READING FREE

Use the following strategies as you read Whitman
verse:

: Bead the poems aloud, and listen to the rhyth™ 4
lines. E
* Notice where he uses the devices of catalog *P°
_ ;i'ﬂﬂ'parallelis;n, =
. Bq, Ot spend too much time on any 0ne line; in®
" appre,qate the sweep of his images and ideasimsefl
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- fead "Song of Myself”
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ut upon all the sorrows of the world, and
pression and shame,

ulsive sobs from young men at anguish
ves, remorseful after deeds done,

the mother misused by her children, dying,
unt, desperate,

used by her husband, I see the

cer of young women,

of jealousy and unrequited love

id, I see these sights on the earth,

f battle, pestilence, tyranny, I see

TS,
ea, I observe the sailors casting lots

serve the lives of the rest,

‘and upon negroes, and the like;
agony without end I

response

degradations cast by arrogant persons
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2 convulsive: intense and
uncontrolled.

2-8 Notice how many sorrows the
speaker lists in this poem.

3 low life: the life of the lower
classes.

5 ranklings: bitter feelings or
resentments; unrequited: not
returned.

7 casting lots: deciding by means
of a random choice of objects (as
in drawing straws).

justices described in this poem.
the sorrows of the world?

hink he would list the same
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‘f;& Chﬂd said What is the grass? fetching it to me with full

1d I answer the childs
e than he.

st be the flag of my disposition
It woven.

I do not know what it is

, out of hopeful

 the handkerchief of the Lord,
and remembrancer designedly dropt,
er’s name someway in the corners, that we

remark, and say Whose?
ss is itself a child, the produced babe of

a--umform hieroglyphic,
outing alike in broad zones and narrow

lack folks as among white,
Cehgressman, Cuff, I give them the

m the same.

- the beautiful uncut hair of graves.

B cling grass|

il gthgerhr 1sts of young men,

- 1 would have loved them,
le, or from off@rmg taken

16-25 What metaphors does the
speaker use to describe what grass
means to him?

18 remembrancer designedly
dropt: a purposely dropped token
of affection.

21 hieroglyphic: a system of
symbols that represent meanings
or speech sounds.

24 Kanuck, Tuckahoe, . . . Cuff:

ang terms for various groups of
people. A Kanuck (now spelled
Canuck) is a Canadian, especially
a French Canadian; a Tuckahoe
is someone from the coast of
Virginia; and a Cuff is an African
American.

25-33 The speaker presents the
grass as “the uncut hair of graves.”
Who are the dead that he includes
in this extended metaphor?

27 transpire: emerge; ooze out.
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This grass is very dark to be from the white heads of old
mothers,

Darker than the colorless beards of old men,
Dark to come from under the faint red roofs of mouths.

O I perceive after all so many uttering tongues,

And I percejve they do not come from the roofs of mouths
for nothing.

35

s about old men and mothers, and the
ken soon out of their laps.

you --fh\ﬁ'lk has become of the young and old men?  38-45 What concept of,
do -yo% think has become of the women and the spPeaket SRy
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d well somewhere,
rout shows there is really no death,
ere¢ was it led forward life, and does not wait

from what any one supposed, and 45 Why does the speake!
| | that to die is “luckier” th
people suppose?
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tted hawk swoops by and accuses me, he complains
gab and my loitering.

, I too am untranslatable,
over the roofs of the world.

ite locks at the runaway sun,
drift it in lacy jags.

I e et 1 it

48 yawp: loud, rough speech.

49 scud: wind-blown cloi

33 effuse. .. eddies
flesh in swirling cur:
54 bequeath: hand
in a will.




Writing Options
1. Literary Review Write a short
review of the three

Whitman poems,
explaining whether

’. you see

“| Hear Awerica

contradiction in  Out
- them. Read or «
~ display your
~ review in class.
2. Free-Verse Poem
B Using Whitman's ~———___
poems as a model, write a
erse poem about America

=

| Walt Whitr

| 1819-1892
~ Other Works

| Democratic Vistas
| Specimen Days

es ‘I am large. I contain

Walt Whitman in “Song of

tting description of a man whose
on all aspects of life—the unique
slace, the beautiful and the ugly.

tO_day. As a starting point, you
mlgbt develop one or more of
the IMages you came up with for . scanner, you can combine image
the Connect to Your Life
Hear activity on page 396.
Singing Share your poem with the * You might even include lines froi
R 9 < z:t T s class.

T | Activities &
e Explorations

1. Collage of Images Using
photos, drawings, or other
— images, create a collage that : the mood and content of the
: captures the spirit of one of the
¢ Whitman poems you have read. If

- you have a drawing program on
- your computer and access to a

: you create with ones scanned
- from magazines or other sources

the poem in your collage. Display
. your work in the classroom.
: ~ VIEWING AND REPRESENTING

P2 Interpretive Dance Create and
. perform a dance interpretation «
: one of Whitman's poems. Let th
. movements of the dance sugges

: poem. ~ PERFORMING

[ -
T noxions

radical style and suspiciot
matter, particularly the vivid sexual in

readers, most notably Ralph Waldo Emerson
praised Whitman. Gradually, the literary world
recognized the brilliance of the book. By the time
the fifth edition was published in 1871, many well-
known writers in England and America were
traveling to Whitman's home in Camden, New
Jersey, to visit him. Today Leaves of Grass is often
regarded as the greatest, most influential book of
poetry in American literature.

- Author Activity
m Whitman Point out lines from the three

\an poems that support Pablo Neruda's view
1an as a friend to the downtrodden and a
of “brotherhood on earth”
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