Interpretive Essay
Write an essay interpreting one of the works you have read from your contract.  You will discuss the characters (or speaker), the main conflict, and the theme (what you think the work is really about). Your essay will be five paragraphs long and will follow the essay writing guidelines you have been given (particularly the eight sentence body paragraphs). Below are your general guidelines and prewriting activity while on the back is an outline to help you with your rough draft.

Final Draft Guidelines

· Typed, double-spaced using size 12 Times New Roman or Courier/New Courier font

· Include your name, period, and word count in the upper right corner

· Include a title such as: Interpretive Essay—Name of Work
Word Count Guidelines Note: this is a guideline only to let the teacher know the grade you want. It does not guarantee you will get that grade.
A = 700 +

B = 600 – 699

C = 500 – 599

D = 400 – 499

F = 000 – 399

Rough Draft Outline
	Paragraph 1: Introduction

Start with a quote from your work to grab the reader’s attention and then introduce the rest of your essay.
	· Attention Getter

· Introduction of title and author

· Summary of plot

· Thesis Statement



	Paragraph 2: Main Character

In depth description of the main character or the speaker (poem).  Focus on the inner qualities rather than physical qualities.  Be sure to include at least one quote from the selection to back up your discussion.
	· Topic Sentence

· RDF 1 (1st inner quality) followed by 2 sentences of explanation

· RDF 2 (2nd inner quality) followed by 2 sentences of explanation

· Conclusion



	Paragraph 3: Main Conflict

Discussion of the main conflicts, its cause, and its resolution.  Be sure to include at least one quote from the selection to back up your discussion.
	· Topic Sentence identifying main conflict

· RDF 1 (cause) followed by 2 sentences of explanation

· RDF 2 (resolution) followed by 2 sentences of explanation

· Conclusion



	Paragraph 4: Theme

Discussion of the theme, deeper meaning, or moral lesson the reader is supposed to learn.  Be sure to include at least one quote from the selection to back up your discussion.
	· Identify the theme

· RDF 1 (1st way the theme is shown) followed by 2 sentences of discussion

· RDF 2 (2nd way the theme is shown) followed by 2 sentences of explanation
· Conclusion



	Paragraph 5: Conclusion

Wrap up your essay by hitting on the main points covered and providing a final reflection.
	· Creatively restate the original thesis statement from paragraph 1 in new words.

· Summarize the basic points of your topic sentences

· Reflection: Provide a final reflection without introducing new material.  You may use one of these starters:

· It all comes down to this:…

· In the final analysis…

· To sum the story/poem/essay up…



