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Dear Parents,
With this letter I would like to introduce myself to you and your child.  My name is Michelle Vines and this is my sixteenth year teaching in Alvord Unified School District.  Personally, I have been married thirty seven years and have two children and six grandchildren.  Professionally, I earned my Bachelor’s Degree from California State University, San Bernardino.  My Multiple Subject Teaching Credential and my Master’s Degree in Education were earned at California Baptist University, Riverside.   In addition, I earned a Supplemental Authorization in Mathematics at University of California, Riverside. 
My teaching philosophy includes creating an environment which encourages students to feel confident and motivated to learn in a positive, well-managed classroom, which is fair, kind, firm, and consistent.   I have high expectations that each student will achieve academic excellence by being proficient in the new Common Core State Standards in both Math and Science.  In addition, I have set the following foundation in place within my classroom.   I expect my students to be:


Safe:


Take care of themselves and others.  Think before they act. 


Responsible:

Adhere to all school and class rules.  Be prepared to learn. 





Participate and finish all assignments to the best of their ability.


Respectful:

Show consideration.  Be courteous.  Treat others kindly.





Listen and follow the directions of teachers and adults at school.


Trustworthy:

Always tell the truth.  Honesty is the best policy.

Since a good learning experience is built on a cooperative effort among the parent(s) and the teacher, my intention is to communicate regularly with you regarding your child’s classroom citizenship, academic progress, and also to share accomplishments and/or ask for your assistance in any areas which may need improvement.    I will do this through 
e-mails and phone calls home.   By following the above guidelines, I am confident your child will be successful in the 
Sixth Grade!   
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me at (951) 358-1695 or e-mail me at michelle.vines@alvord.k12.ca.us   I will make every effort to return your call or e-mail in a timely manner.

I’m excited to be your child’s teacher and am looking forward to an extremely successful 2018-2019 school year!

Sincerely,
Michelle Vines

Sixth Grade Accelerated Math/Math/Science Syllabus

2019-2020
Teacher:


Michelle Vines  

Course Description (Math)

In Grade 6, instructional time should focus on four critical areas: (1) connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and division and using concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems; (2) completing understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion of number to the system of rational numbers, which includes negative numbers; (3) writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations; and (4) developing understanding of statistical thinking.

	First Semester Units of Study
	Second Semester Units of Study

	Rational Numbers
	Expressions, Equations, and Inequalities

	Number Fluency
	Geometric Exploration

	Ratio Reasoning
	Data Analysis


Method of Instruction (Math)

Every day, students will copy (from the whiteboard) the Learning Objective and the Homework Assignment on their Weekly Assignment Sheet.  Students should set their homework on their desk, prepare the necessary supplies needed for the day and start on a daily warm-up activity.  Students are encouraged to prepare any questions about their previous day’s lessons in order to participate in discussions and clarifications.  Lessons will be presented through direct instruction and explicit modeling in which students will be expected to take notes.  All notes will be kept inside their Math Interactive Notebook.  (A composition book will be provided for all students as they will be required to keep a Math Interactive Notebook as part of their grade.)   All lessons will also include checking for understanding and individual practice.  Students will be given time to start their homework and/or ask questions for further clarification.  STUDENTS MUST SHOW THEIR WORK ON ALL MATH ASSIGNMENTS.

Course Description (Science)

In Grade 6, the California Next Generation Science Standards will be implemented.  

	First Semester Units of Study
	Second Semester Units of Study

	Science and Engineering Practices/Science Fair
	The Transfer of Thermal Energy

	Natural Selection
	Weather and Climate

	The Structure and Function of Living Organisims
	Human Impact


Method of Instruction (Science)

Every day, students will copy (from the whiteboard) the Learning Objective and the Homework Assignment on their Weekly Assignment Sheet.  Students should set their homework on their desk, prepare the necessary supplies needed for the day and start on a daily warm-up activity.  Lessons will be presented through Power Points in which students will be expected to take notes.  Videos will be used to reinforce concepts and corresponding science journal activities will supplement the Power Point notes. (A spiral notebook will be provided for all students as they will be required to keep a Science Journal as part of their grade.) They must bring this to class every day.   Students will record their vocabulary, notes, and sketches in their spiral Science Journal.  A consumable workbook will be used to supplement the curriculum

Supplies and Materials
Students are required to bring the following supplies and materials to class everyday: a 3 Ring Binder with a section divided for Math and Science, their Weekly Assignment Sheet (provided at the beginning of each week), two (2) 100 page College Ruled Composition Books (one for Math and one for Science) and all class or homework assignments.

Students should also bring pencils, pens, erasers, highlighters, colored pencils and/or crayons.  
Weekly Assignment Sheet
On the first day of each school week (usually Monday) all students will receive a Weekly Assignment Sheet from their Period 1 teacher.  The parent/guardian should review and sign the Weekly Assignment Sheet each day after they have seen the completed homework assignments.  The Weekly Assignment Sheets are a school-wide policy in all grades.  
Class Assignments/Homework
Students are responsible for completing their daily class and homework assignments and returning them to school every day.
Failure to complete class assignments and/or return completed homework assignments may result in an afterschool detention.  
All class and homework assignments will be corrected.  Some class and homework assignments will be collected and graded.  All students who are absent will be expected to complete missing class and homework assignments as soon as possible.  Full credit will be given for late class and homework assignments due to an absence; half credit will be given if a student fails to turn the assignment in on time.  If your child is having difficulties with their class or homework assignments please write a note on the class or homework assignment, or call me at (951) 358-1695, or email me at michelle.vines@alvord.k12.ca.us.  I will assist you in any way to make sure your child is successful.

Make-up Work
Missing class and homework assignments will be available for absent students at the beginning of the period upon their return.  Students should also be responsible to ask for their paper-clipped work on their first day back after an absence.  
Students will also be allowed to make-up any tests or quizzes that they missed due to any absence. 
Tests and Quizzes
Students will be given quizzes and tests throughout each unit of study.  After each quiz or test is graded, the quiz will be discussed and reviewed in class.  Students will then take the quiz or test home for parent/guardian review. 
THIS IS THE BEST WAY TO IMMEDIATELY COMMUNICATE HOW YOUR CHILD IS DOING IN THE CLASS. 

Please write a note on the quiz or test if you have any questions about your child’s grade and I will contact you as soon as possible to address your concerns in order to make sure your child is making academic progress. 
Please Note:  Tests and/or Quizzes may not be taken again due to a poor grade.  Extra Credit is usually given immediately following a test and/or quiz which will help to improve the student’s overall grade. 
Classroom Rules

1.
Observe all Ysmael Villegas Middle School rules and classroom procedures.

2.
Enter the classroom quietly and be seated before the bell rings.

3
Be prepared with necessary supplies, class assignments and/or homework.

4.
Respect others and their property.  

5.
Always do your best. 

Discipline Policy

If a student fails to follow the above classroom rules, the following consequences will apply:

1.
Individual Warning:  

The student will be reminded of the class rule.

2.
Name in Discipline Notebook:
The student will need to self-check their behavior.

3.
DETENTION:


STUDENT WILL BE ISSUED AN AFTERSCHOOL 









DETENTION
4.
Conference with Student:
A mini-conference with student with warning about OCI.

5.
OCI Referral:


Student will be sent to OCI.
Extra Credit

Extra credit is discretionary and will have a definite due date.  Please do not rely on extra credit to improve your grade.

Grades

Please check AERIES frequently to see how your child is doing in all of their classes.  

If you do not have computer access, please call me at (951) 358-1695 or send a note with your child.  

I will be able to provide a copy of their grades for Accelerated Math, Math, and/or Science.  

Grading Criteria/Weighted Grades

	   Tests
	50%

	   Class Assignments/Homework
	30%

	   Quizzes
	20%


Grading Scale

	A
	90-100%

	B
	80-89%

	C
	70-79%

	D
	60-69%

	F
	Below 59%


PLEASE SAVE THIS SYLLABUS FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

Mrs. Vines

Parent Letter and Class Syllabus

2019-2020

Accelerated Math/Math/Science

Please read and review with your child the attached Parent Letter and Class Syllabus.  If you have any questions, please note them below.  If you have no questions, please sign and return this page only.  Please save the Parent Letter and Class Syllabus to refer to throughout the year.  Thank you!  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
I have read and understand Mrs. Vines’ Parent Letter and 
Class Syllabus. 
______________________      ___________________________     _________

Student Name

             Student Signature


        Class Period

______________________     ___________________________     _________

Parent Name

             Parent Signature

     
       Date

