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10346 Keller Ave   Riverside, CA 92505   (951) 358-1615
Dear Parents/Guardians: 








August 9, 2018
We want to welcome you back to an exciting school year. We are looking forward to working with your child and sharing their successes.  Regular attendance is one component that is essential for academic success.  As a parent, it is your responsibility to ensure that your child attends school regularly.  Poor attendance affects your student’s education and increases the chances of failure.  Arriving late or tardy each day or leaving school early also impacts your child’s education because every minute counts at La Granada.  

Please know that Education Code Section 48260 states that “Any pupil subject to compulsory continuation education who is absent from school without a valid excuse three full days in one school year or tardy or absent for more than a 30-minute period during the school day without a valid excuse on three occasions in one school year, or any combination of thereof, is a truant.”

There are many ways to clear your child’s absences and to avoid attendance issues. If your child is sick, has a medical or dental appointment, please request a medical note from the doctor. This will ensure that when you return the note to the attendance office that it will be cleared for a medical reason which does not negatively impact your child’s attendance. 

We also recommend that you follow several suggestions that will yield consistent attendance:  
· Please call the school each time your student is going to be absent so that we can enter their attendance correctly.  

· Provide the appropriate medical note, if applicable, if your child is absent for a medical reason.

· Schedule medical and dental appointments or any other personal business which may result in your child missing school after school or on minimum days in order to avoid early dismissal.

· According to Education Code 48205 (excused absences) the following are the only valid excused absences: illness, quarantine, medical/dental, funeral (1 day in state), and court/student subpoenaed to court. Please keep your child home for only valid reasons.  Fever of 99 degrees and vomiting are valid reasons to have a child home from school. Birthdays and vacations are unexcused absences and not valid reasons to miss school.

· Please arrive to school at least 10 minutes prior to the 8:00 am start time so that your child will not arrive late or tardy. 

This year we are providing many incentives for your child in order to encourage good attendance and good character. At the end of the year, we will be offering a LA GRANADA LION AWARD for students that have had perfect attendance all year. To qualify for this trip, students must ALSO have adequate behavior and regularly turn in homework. Most likely, we will go to John’s Incredible Pizza. Perfect attendance truly means perfect attendance. If your child misses due to illness or bereavement, these are excused absences but they do not yield perfect attendance.  Being late AND leaving early does not equal perfect attendance either. To qualify for the perfect attendance field trip your child must have no absences, no tardies, no lates and no early dismissals. Students must also have entered school by 8/31/18. We know that these are strict guidelines but to have perfect attendance for the entire year is an amazing accomplishment and we want to celebrate your student. 
We know that you value your child’s education. We look forward to working with you in order to ensure that your child is at La Granada every day and on time. Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely, 

Rosa Gomez





Principal




 
